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Oi'TiCE OP THE Chief op Eugtnbebs, 

WasMngton, D. 0., May 17, 1875. 
SlE : I Lave the honor to submit berewith a copy of a report liy Capt. "William Ludlow, Corps 
of Engineers, of a reconnaissance of the Black Hills of Dakota. 

Captain Ludlow was attached to the military expedition under the command of Lieut. Col. G. 
A. Custer, of the Seventh Cavalry, who penetrated this interesting region in the summer of 1874 ; 
and his report, including the reports of Prof. S". H. Winchell on the geology, and Mr. George Bird 
Grrinnell on the paleoutology of the country, contains much valuable information. 

I Lave respectfully to recommend, therefore, that it be printed at the GoveniTnent Printing 
Office; and that 2,500 copies be furnished on tbe usual requisition. 
By direction of Brigadier-General Humphreys, and in his absence, 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Gkoege H. Elliot, 
Major of Engineers. 
Hon. "Wm. W. Belknap, 

Secretary of War. 
Approved : 

By order of the Secretary of War. 

H. T, Orosbt, 



Wae Department, May 10, 1875. 



Chief Ckrk, 



Headquabters Department of Dakota, 

-Office of Chief Engineer, 

Saint JPaul, Minn., April 28, 1875. 
Sir : I Lave the honor to forward to-day my report of the reconnaissance of last summer of 
the Black Hills of Dakota. 

Accompanying the report are those of Professor Winchell and Mr. Grinnell, (the latter in- 
cluding drawings and descriptions of new fossils discovered on the trip,) a summary of the daily 
readings of the thermometer and barometer, the distances marched, the altitude, latitude, and lon- 
gitude of each camp. A set of observations in four of the principal camps is also inclosed. 

Three maps ai'e presented, one showing tLe entire reconnaissance; one, more in detail and on a 
larger scale, representing thehills and their vicinity; and one geological map of the Black Hills, 
prepared by Prof. N, H. Winchell, 

Very respectfully, yonr obedient servant, 

William Ludlow, 
C(q)tai)i of Engineers, If. 8. A. 
The CniEP of Engineees, United States Army, 

Washington, J). C. 
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REPORT. 



ileanquabters department of dakota, 

Office op Chief Engineer, 

Saint Pawl, Miim., April 28, 1875, 
Sir : I have tlie Looor to submit herewith my report of the reconnaissauce of last summer to 
tlie Black Hills. 

Accompanying tlie report are tliose of Prof. S, H. Winehell and Mr. Geo. Bird Griunell, and a 
summary of the daily Instrumental observations, with deduced altitudes, and the latitude and lon- 
gitude of each camp, distances traveled, &c. 

Two maps are submitted ; oncj of the whole reconnaissance ; the otiier, more hi detiul, of the 
Black Hills themselves. 

ORGANIZATION OF THE EXPEDITION. 

The espedition was orgaoized in compliance with the following order, the provisions of which 
■were Bubsequcntly slightly modified, as far as they related to myself, by Special Orders H"o. 137, of 
Jaiie 19, wliicli directed me to accompany the expedition, and take sis instead of three of the 
enlisted men under my command. 

[Special Orders No. 117,1 

ITbaiiquartbrs Department op Dakota, 

Siiini Paul, Minn., Jane 8, 1874. 

1. In pii[?9iianoe of mBtruotions fi-om tbe Headquarters of tlio Military Division of the Missouri, au expedition will 
bo organized at Fort Abraham Lincoln, D. T., for the pnrpoae of reconnoitering the route from that post to Bear 
Butte, in the Black Hills, and exploring the conntry sonth, sontheast, andsonthwe^t of that point. The expedition will 
consist of the sis companies of the Seventh Cavalry, now stationed at Fort Abraham Lincoln -, the four companies of 
the same regiment now at Fort Kice ; Company I, Twentieth Infantry; and Company G, Seventeenth Infantry ; and 
anch Indian sconts from Form Abraham Lincoln and Rice as the commander of the expedition shall select. 

Ltent. Col. Q. A. Caster, of the Seventh Cavalry, is assigned to the command. 

The expedition will start f^om Fort Abraham Lincoln as soon after the 20th instant as may be pr.^ticable. Lien- 
tenant -Colonel Custer will proceed, by such toate as he may £nd to be niost desirable, to Bear Butte or some other point 
on or near the Belle Fourehe, and thenee will push hia explorations in such direction or directions as in his judgment 
will enable him to obtain the most information in regard to the character of the country and the possible rontes of com- 
mnnication through it. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Cnster will return to Fort Abraham Lincoln within sixty days from the time of his departure 
from it. Should, however, any unforeseen obstacles render it necessary or advisable for him to return from any point 
of his contemplated march, even before the Belle Fourehe is reached, he Is authorized to do so. 

Capt. William Ludlow, Chief Euglueer of the Department, will report to Lieutenant-Colonel Custer as engineer ofiBce 
of the espedition. He will be accompanied by his civil aasiatant and three enlisted men of the Engineer Battalion. 

By command of Biigndier-Gciioral Terry, 

O. D. Greene, 
Assisiani Adjulani-Generul. 

GENERAL ACCOUNT OF THE COUNTRY. 

Some general account of the country to be explored will be useful in order to a full under- 
standing of the objects of the expedition as set forth in this order. 

The Black Hills are an outlying portion of the Rocky Mountains, covering an area about equal 
to that of the State of Connecticut, included between the forty-third and forty -fifth parallels of lati- 
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tude, and the one hundred and third and one hundred and fifth meridiaus of longitude. They lie, 
therefore, mostly within the borders of Dakota, hat trench also upon those of Wyoming. 

On the north, east, and south sides, they are surrounded by tlie open prairie, and are accessi- 
ble only by a journey of a hundred or more miles &om the nearest point which even frontier civili- 
zation has reached. This region had been skirted by Lieutenant Warren, of the Topographical 
Engineers, in 1S55, 1856, and 1857, and by Captain Eaynolds, of the same corps, in 1859 and 1860, 
and the maps and reports of these ofiBcers nearly summed up our knowledge of it, if we except the 
vague and- sometimes highly-colored reports from Indians and stray frontiersmen. 

The North and South Forks of the Big Cheyenne Eiver head nearly together on the west side, 
thence, spreading widely apart, embrace the hills between them, uniting in longitude 102° 20', to 
flow eastward and discharge into the Missouri. 

The immense reservation secured to the various bands of Sioux — now the most numerous and 
warlike of the northern tribes — by treaty of April 29, 1868, lies between the one hundred and 
fourth meridian of longitude and the Missouri Eiver. It is bounded on the north by the forty- 
sixth and on the south by the forty-third parallel, the Koya-Paha Kiver, (a branch of the Niobrara,) 
and the Niobrara itself, to its confluence with the Missouri. 

This immense tract, inclosing nearly forty-three thousand square miles, the greater portion of 
which, however, is bare and often arid prairie, destitute of every attraction for the settler, and only 
capable of supportingaseantypopulationofhuuters, has for its choicest and most valuable portion 
the Black Hills, lying on its western border. All reports agreed in describing this as a mountain- 
ous, heavily-timbered tract, abounding in game, and containing within its unexplored interior an 
open, fertile, and well-watered region. 

In case, at any future time, complications with the Sious, or the advancing needs of bordering 
civilization should make it necessary to establish militiiry posts upon this Indian reservation, indi- 
cations all pointed to the Black Hills as the suitable point, both on acconnt of their geographical 
position and of the abundance of wood, water, and grass to be found there. To explain the value of 
its position, it should be stated that the trails from the camp of the hostile Sioux on the Yellow- 
stone, to the agencies near the Missouri, where live the reservation Indians and whereon the issues 
of annuities are made, lead by a southeasterly course through the hills, the abundance of game and 
ample security of which, make them a ready refuge in time of war, and a noble hunting-ground in 
time of peace. 

It was therefore considered desirable to gain positive information regarding them, and to con- 
nect them as well by reconnaissance with the posts of Lincoln and Laramie. To accomplish these 
results was the object of the expedition. 

The pcrsomiel of this consisted of ten companies of the Seventh Cavalry, one each of the 
Twentieth and Seventeenth Infantry, a detachment of Indian scouts, together with the necessary 
guides, interpreters, and teamsters, in all about one thousand men. The wagon train consisted of 
about one hundred and ten wagons and ambulances, while the artillery was represented by three 
Gatlings and a 3-inch rifle. 

Previous to leaving Saint Paul I had engaged the services of Prof. N. H. Winchell, State geol. 
ogist of Minnesota, as geologist of the expedition. He would also make such notes as his time 
would admit on the flora, in which Dr. Williams, surgeon, U. S. A., kindly promised to assist. 

Mr. George Bird G-rimiell, of New Haven, accompanied the expedition as a representative of 
Professor Marsh, of Yale College, and I ari-anged with him to furnish me a report on the paleon- 
tology and zoology. The valuable reports of these two gentlemen are appended, and special atten- 
tion to them invited. 

A photographer was engaged in Saint Paul, and furnished with a complete apparatus for taking 
stereoscopic views. He agreed, in consideration of using Government material, and being furnished 
with other facilities, to make six complete sets of pictures upon return to Saint Paul to accompany 
the official reports. About sixty excellent views were taken, illustrating vividly the character of 
the country. But one incomplete set of pictures was furnished me, which is forwarded herewith. 
The photographer failed, and subsequently refused, to furnish more, and an attempt to compel him 
to do so was defeated. 

For surveyhig purposes my detachment of six engineer soldiers was employed. The two eer- 
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goants, Becker and Wilsou, each with one man as an assistant, kept separate trails with prismatic 
compass and odometer — oue with an odometer-cart, a two-wheeled vehicle specially constructed for 
the purpose, the other iu an ambulauce. Two odometers were read on each vehicle, and the com- 
pass notes made as fall as possible. Two chronometeis (mean -iolai, 1363 Arnold & Dent, and side- 
real, 202, Bond & Sons) were carried by the fifth man m a bisket, while a record of thermometer 
and aneroid barometer readings was made by the sixth man during the day. 

The additional instruments were a small Wiirdemann transit, No 94, and a Spencer, Browning 
& Co. sextant, So. 6536. The general topography during the day was taken as thoroughly as 
possible by my assistant, Mr. W. H, Wood, and mjself, ind night obsei various were made when- 
ever practicable. The positions of all but ten of the cimps were astronomically determined. A 
summary of these is appended. 

The direct course to Bear Batte, which is a well-known i^oint north of the Black Hills, is south 
39JO west, and the air-line distance two hundre<l and two miles. As it was known that the inter- 
vening country was dry and woodless. General Ouster considered that, by inclining westward 
toward the divide east of the Little Missouri and then turning south, a better road would be found 
than by pursuing the straight course. Prairie travel resembles that by sea, which indeed the land- 
scape not unfrequently suggests. The compass is the guide, the direct course is not always the 
best, and the probabilities of finding wood, water, and grass, and a good road, compare with those 
of obtaining favorable and moderate winds and a smooth sea. 

The Dakota prairies have been often described, but their general characteristics may be briefly 
stated: a rolling and at times a hilly country, destitute of wood, except small quantities in the 
eroded valleys of streams, and covered with short grass. The horizon, bounded everywhere by 
the undulating outlines of the surface, and varied occasionally by some more dominating eleva- 
tions which constitute the landmarks for the traveler, and are called buttes. {In pronouncing the 
word the m is sounded as in tube.) 

The summer sun shines from a generally cloudless sky; the purity of the air gives its rays 
great power, and the thermometer frequently I'ises above lOO^ in the shade. Water is scarce, and 
almost invariably alkaline, even in running streams, from the presence of a salt which forms a 
component of the clayey soih The rivers are smalt streams of great comparative length, which, 
from absorption and evaporation, shrink in their downward course, and are frequently dry at their 
mouths while flowing freely a hundred or two miles above. The seasons of spring and fall are 
exceedingly brief. The winter snows are rapidly disposed of in the spring, and rain-falls are unfte- 
quent until cold weather in the fall, which soon again merger into winter. By July 1 the grass is 
fully grown, and in another month has turned dry and yellow, cured to hay upon the ground and 
readily burned. 

The whole country was once ranged over by enormous herds of buflfalo whose trails are every- 
where visible, but which are now seldom or never fonnd east of the Little Missouri ; and the only 
game animals inhabiting the vast waste are antelope, numbers of which were seen during every 
day's march. The grasshopper having proved himself to be one of the most serious obstacles to 
the future successful colonization of the country, is worth brief mention. 

Previous to the departure of the expedition, and while still in camp near Port Lincoln during 
the last days of June, the grasshoppers were very numerous. 1 counted twenty-five one morning 
on what I judged to be an average square foot of ground ; a brief calculation gives at that rate 
over a million to the acre; and as they are often much more numerous than then observed, and are 
exceedingly rapacious, their capacity for destruction to living vegetation may be imagined. Their 
powers of snstained flight, too, are wonderful when one considers the build of the creature and 
compares it with that of a bird. They appear able to keep the wing the whole day, always moving 
with the wind, and filling the air to a vast height. By shading the eye from the direct rays of the 
sun, and still looking near it, an idea of their numbers can be gained. The wings reflecting the 
light make them appear like tufts of cotton floating lazily with the wind, and apparently increas- 
ing in numbers upward as far as the eye can reach. They will jonrney thus all day long for several 
days, settling to the ground at night-fall. In descending through the slanting rays of the sun, they 
resemble a fall of huge snow-flakes. In one of our camps there must have been a hundred to the 
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square foot. They were crowded as thickly as they could stand upon the ground, and every blade 
of grass bote several. Ho successful means of destroying them or mitigating their ravages have 
been yet discovered ; and the serions consequences of a visitation from them were seen last season 
in mauy portions of the West. 

The course determined upon by G-oneral Ouster was successfully pursued. The expedition left 
Fort Lincoln at 8 a. in. of July 3, steering at first southwesterly toward the bend of Heart River ; 
thence, July 7, across the North Fork of the Cannon Ball, a fine stream, 30 feet to 75 feet in width, 
and 1 foot to 2 feet in depth, flowing with swift current over a shaly bed through a well-wooded 
valley from 100 feet to 200 feet deep, and 500 to 1,000 yards wide; thence, July 8, across the South 
Fork, also called Cedar Creek, a smaller stream, 20 feet wide and 18 inches deep with a rocky bed, 
banks from 10 feet to 12 feet high, and valley 100 to 200 yards wide, scantily furnished with wood ; 
thence over the Belle Pierres Hills, so called from the colored pebbles abounding there. Here, 
bending nearly westward, the trail gradually sloped into the valley of North Fork of Grand Eiver, 
iu which we camped July 9, The stream was about 25 feet wide and a foot in depth, with a rapid 
current of muddy sweet water from recent rain above. The valley is level, from one to two miles 
wide, defined by lOw hills, and supports a scanty growth of thin grass and weeds. Wood is very 
scarce. 

The next day's march (July 10) was still west, and a little north, up the valley, in which we 
again camped. The grasshoppers were in immense numbers during these two days. 

From this camp the trail bore strongly southwest, to enable us to explore a cave, of which the 
guides told wonderful stories. We found it, after an uphill march of twenty miles over a sterile 
country covered with cactus, in the eastern side of a ridge several miles in length and covered 
■with the first pine timber we had seen. With regard to this ridge and the cave, the following is a 
note from my itinerary : " The ridge presents a peculiar appearance, having a level cap of light 
friable sandstone, which has washed and weathered into the shape of battlements and towers. 
The exterior presents the appearance of a scarp, and suggests strongly the ruins of an old forti- 
fied city fairly laid out with bastions and curtains, with sally-ports guarded by towers. The ten- 
dency in places is to wear into holes large and small, which, often of regular size and arrangement, 
give the idea of embrasures and loopholes. The scarp varies in places from 3 feet to 20 feet in height, 
against which lies the tains derived from the breaking down of the sandstone walls and the washing 
of the snperjacent clay. The ' cave' is a hole washed out of the sandstone 200 feet or 300 feet in 
depth horizontally, with an entrance 15 feet by 20 feet, and proved to possess no special interest other 
than that impart-ed to it by the superstition of the Indians." From the Cave Hills the route led south- 
westerly across several bends of the iSonth Fork of Grand Eiver, through a rather difflcult and 
arid country, to the camp of July 14, in a well grassed and watered valley, through which flowed a 
small wooded branch of the Little Missouri. The view here was so attractive, in comparison with 
the landscape recently passed over, that General Custer names the place Prospect Valley. Here 
the first halt was made for the purposes of rest and washing, much needed after a march of two 
hundred and thirty miles, and a mail was dispatched back to Fort Lincoln by Indian sconts. The 
camp lay between two ranges of pine-covered bills, from the southern extremity of which, and due 
south of us, the Black Hills loomed up high and dark, and, although sixty miles away, some sepa- 
rate peaks and elevations could be identified. The Short Pine Hills are of a soft arenaceous marl, 
very light in color, some 400 or 500 feet above the valley and covered with pine from 20 feet to 40 
feet in height, except on the level top, which is seven or eight miles long by two to three and a half 
miles wide, and shows a heavy growth of grass. Slim Butte, which has been in sight to the southeast 
and east for several days, appears more like a high wooded plateau than a butte, and is presuma- 
bly of the same form'atiou as the Short Pine Hills. Information from the guides indicates that a 
branch of the South Fork of Grand Eiver separates it into two portions. On the west side of the 
Short Pine Hills some fossils were discovered, regarding which the following is my note : *' De- 
scended from the hills into the Little Missouri Valley and passed by a range of bare hills of the 
same character as the larger ones. Examined them for fossils, and Winchell discovered two ver- 
tebrae (saurian) and a couple of turtles of great size. Vertebral preserved, but turtles were too much 
A thigh-bone of one was 2 inches in diameter, and the carapace IJ inches thick. From 
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Prospect Valley the trail led arouod the northern extremity of the Short Pine Hills into the valley 
of the Little Missouri, which proved to be an inhospitable country enough, ^o grass could be 
seen, the vogetatiou was all cactus and weeds. The traiu watered at a bend of the river, and tak- 
ing some wood struck off sontheast. Finding a little grass we finally camped, after a hot and dnsty 
march of thirty and a half miles over the most unftttractive country we had seen." 

The Little Missouri is a rapid stream, 30 feet to 40 feet wide and 18 inches deep, over a grav- 
elly bed. The banks are steep and 40 feet in height, and the valley is several miles in width, with 
small Cottonwood in the lower levels. Information from the guides pointed to tlie northwest corner 
of the Black Hills as the moat favorable point of entrance, although they still insisted that aii 
exploration was impossible, except on foot. The camp of the 16th of July being on the one hun- 
dred and fourth meridian, but little additional westing was required. 

The next day's travel (July 17) led south, over a rolling prairie tributary to the Little Missouri, 
and partaking of the characteristic features of that valley ; very little grass; cactus and prickly 
pear prevailing ; the soil a loose, dry clay, into which the foot sank. Camp was made on the edge 
of a bluff facing south, overlooking a very rough and much-tumbled country, with the Black Hills 
in full view, fifteen or twenty miles distant, and Bear Butte rising from the prairie forty milesaway 
to the southeast. During the night heavy clouds and lightning appeared, and, toward morning, 
a severe wind-storm routed us from sleep and covered us with sand. 

Crossing the broken country, which was deeply washed and gullied, noon of the 18th brought 
us to a small branch of the Belle Fourche, timbered with burr-t^k and pine, and strongly impreg- 
nated with iron. The cause of this was s oon explained. Just beyond we found iron-ore covering 
a large surface and heaped up in mounds . The landscape suggested the waste-banks of an enor- 
mous iron-furnace, and showed that we had entered upon the outer edge of the geological disturb- 
ance which had culminated in the formation of the B lack Hills. Passing the iron country the val- 
ley of the Belle Fourche was reached, and two or three hours were spent in looking for a practi- 
cable descent. The hills are 500 or 600 feet in height, deeply scarred with ravines, pine and 
burr-oak covering the slopes. 

Camp was favorably selected in a clear level opening, 25 feet or 30 I'eet above the river, with 
abundant wood, water, and grass. 

The Belle Fourche, or north fork of the Cheyenne, has a rapid current, in a shaly bed 30 feet to 
50 feet wide, and from 1 foot to 4 feet deep, with water slightly alkaline. The rocks have been 
strongly tilted and metamorphosed. The river valley is from a half mile to a mile in width and 
well timbered. Captain Eaynolds's trail of 1859 passed along the crest of the hills in rear of camp. 
The guides continued to proclaim the uselessness of attempting to take wagons farther, and if they 
possessed any knowledge which would be valuable to us refused to impart it. They have hitherto 
supposed we would skirt the bills without seriously attempting an entrance. Finding their moni- 
tions falling on deaf ears, they realized our intention to see all we could, 

July 19. — The command remained in camp. The distance marched from Lincoln was two hun- 
dred and ninety-two miles, an average of eighteen and a quarter miles per day. Heavy rain fell 
until 4 p, m,, and the huge eamp-flres were a luxury all day. Toward evening the precaution was 
taken of moving the wagon-train across the river, in view of a possible rise during the night. 

July 20. — The first day's journey was made into the hills. The morning opened threateningly, 
but subsequently cleared. Crossing the river and bending to the westward, a winding and easy 
ascent was made of the opposite hills. Beaching the summit the course was southerly, over a high, 
gently-rolling prairie, heavily grassed, with clumps of oak and pine beautifully interspersed. 

A ravine cut into the shingle by a small stream was passed. From the sides of the cut exuded 
some salt of sulphur, and the water was strongly impregnated with alum, and possessed a decidedly 
inky flavor and astringency. Pursuing the southerly course the high table narrowed to a ridge 
and suddenly turned to the leftj the trail descended into a valley thickly wooded with oak and 
pine. The change from the hot, dry, burned-up landscape north of the Belle Fourche was wonder- 
ful. The temperature was delightful ; the air laden with sweet wild odors ; the grass knee-deep 
and exceedingly luxuriant and fresh ; while wild cherries, blueberries, and gooseberries abounded, 
as well as many varieties of flowers. All these advantages, combined with that of an abundance 
of pure cold water, were ours, with rare exceptions, until the final departure from the hills. 



J by Google 



12 

Over a narrow ridge into a small grassy park, thence into another and another, the trail led to 
camp facing a lofty sandstone range of hilla through which a narrow pass had admitted us, and at 
the foot of which a small stream of pure -water flowed eastward. 

Soon after leaving camp next morning, {Jnly '21,) the trail winding southeast among high 
wooded hills, emerged upon the valley of the Bedwater, a branch of the Belle Eourche. The val- 
ley seemed comparatively level ; the soil a bright brick-red in color ; the cuts made by small streams 
exhibiting the same hue ; traversed in places by broad white bands of gjpeum ; the grass a bright 
green, but not luxuriant. Owing to the ravines and cuts the valley was found difficult to travel, 
and recourse was had to a narrow ridge of hills on the right, finally descending from which we 
camped in the valley on a small creek issuing from a spring of 45° temperature, and flowing a 
stream a foot wide and several inches deep. This water, delightful from its clearness and coldness, 
proved to have been impregnated by the gypsujn-veins, and to be endowed with highly medicinal 
properties. 

July 23. — The course led southward up the Eedwater valley, which is from tour to ten miles in 
width, and bounded by high hills heavily timbered with pine. The gypsum appeared in enormous 
quantities. One of the guides took me off to the right to see a huge mass of it, crystallized and 
shining beautifully in the sun. The Indians, for generations, have, in passing, split ofE pieces for 
ornaments, and by degrees cut a shoulder several feet deep on it at the level of the ground. Inyan 
Kara was in sight all day to the southward, approaching which the trail turned to the left around 
two igneous-looking peaks, and reached camp on Inyan Kara Creek, so called from flowing west past 
the foot of that peak. A heavy well-marked pony and lodge trail led up the Eedwater valley south- 
easterly to the Ked Cloud and Spotted Tail agencies. 

July 33. — The command remained in camp while a party started out to make the ascent of 
Inyan Kara, about five miles distant. It resembles a lunar mountain, having a rim in shape of a 
horseshoe, one and a half miles across, with an elevated peak rising sharply from the center. 
The rim, 1,142 feet in height above the exterior base, has a sharp edge at the summit, and falls 
steeply on both sides. The central peak, towering 170 feet above the rim and resembling a forma- 
tion of basaltic columns, was gained by means of a narrow spur projecting from it to the southwest. 
A small springflowed from the foot of the peak out northward through the opening in the horseshoe 
rim. The iniier space between peak and rim was heavily wooded with pine and clumps of aspen. 
In the open places were found in abundance strawberries, raspberries, black and red currants, 
june-berries, and a small red whortleberry. From the summit aij extensive view might have been 
obtained, but the Sioux had flred the prairie to the south and west. After two hours of waiting, 
the smoke having only grown denser, we returned to camp. 

July 24. — The tr ail led up the ci'e^k- valley a short distance, then turned abruptly east, climbing 
the hills, and winding among a succession of wooded heights and open valleys. After several 
hours of waiting, while search was made for a practicable descent, we started again and dropped 
suddenly into the valley of a small stream flowing northward into the Ee,dwater. Ascending a 
few miles the stream became more full and camp was pitched. 

July 35. — The course ascended the valley to the southeast; the hills were limestone covered with 
pine, and from 150 feet to 300 feet in height. The valley, from 100 to 300 yards wide and filled with 
the greatest profusion of wild flowers, in almost incredible numbers and variety, General Custer 
named Floral Valley. As we ascended, through these beds of color, the hills became lower, and 
tamarack and spruce appeared on the slopes. A beautiful spring was passed, with a temperature 
of 44|o. The valley rose rapidly, but smoothly, and the visible stream increased to 4 feet in width 
and 8 inches or 9 inches in depth, of a beautiful clearness aud very swift; flow. Farther up it dis- 
appeared to re-appear again. It seemed to terminate in several springs, above which a dry bed 
only was seen. An old and deeply cut lodge-trail ran up the valley, and, halting the command, the 
valleys leading out of Floral Talley were explored. The trail is said by one of the guides to be the 
old voyageur pack-trail, and is one of the regularroutes between the hostile camp on Tongue Biver 
and the agencies. Near the highest point many old camps and abandoned lodge-poles were seen. 
Pursuing the lodge-trail a spring was reached, the waters of which flowed north and east. The fog, 
which had been sweeping up from the eastward, became very dense. The flowers were if anything 
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more abundant than in the morning, the hills but 30 or 40 feet in height, covered with pine and 
aspen, tamarack and spruce. The wood and open seemed to share the country about equally. All 
vegetation was luxuriant and fresh, and we had no doubt that a portion, at least, of the park 
country we were in search of had been reached. The valleys radiated in all directions, connecting 
with each other, and a more beautiful wild country could not be imagined. Signs of hear and 
deer were abundant, and the woods frequently resounded with the clangorous cry of the crane. 

July 26.— Still ascending Floral Valley, the divide was reached, and we almost insensibly passed 
into the valley of another stream, falling rapidly to the southeast. .The hills became gradually 
higher and the valley wider. The beaver had made frequent dams, and their labors occasionally 
added to those of the pioneers in making a road for the wagons. In the afternoon occurred the 
first rencontre with Indians. A village of seven lodges, containing twenty-seven souls, was found 
in the valley. The men were away peacefully engaged in hunting; the squaws in camp drying 
meat, cooking, and other camp avocations. Bed Cloud's daughter was the wife of the head-man, 
whose name was " One Stab." General Custer was desirous they should remain and introduce us 
to the hilts, but the presence among our scouts of a party of Eees, with whom the Sioux wage con- 
stant war, rendered them very uneasy, and toward nightfall, abandoning their camp, they made 
the escape. Old "One Stab" was at headquarters when the flight wa^ discovered, and retained 
both as guide and hostage. 

Prom a high hill near camp, the first well-defined view was gained of Harney's Peak, twenty 
miles to the southeast. The position of this peak, on the southeast slope of the hills, was known 
from Warren's map. We were nearly in the heart of the unexplored portion of the bills, and the 
results of energy and good management had been shown iu the entire success of the expedition. 

The high limestone ridges surrounding the camp had weathered into castellated forms of con- 
siderable grandeur and beauty, and suggested the name of Castle Valley. The valley itself was 
luxuriantly rich and grassy, a fine stream meandering through it. Just below camp was seen a 
mica schist on the bank of the creek, in bed with a nearly vertical tilt, indicating the geological 
depth we had reached, while pebbles and bowlders of quartz were scattered^over the surface in great 
numbers. By the courtesy of General Custer, Lieut. Edward S. Godfrey, of the Seventh Cavalry, 
was this day detailed to assist me in topographical work, and readered most valuable services. 

July 27, — The command remained in camp, to give time to examine the neighboring country, and 
the gold-hunters were very busy all day with shovel and pan exploring the streams. Several sur- 
veying-parties were sent out iu various directions. Each tributary valley had its springs and little 
streams ; was heavily grassed aud often filled with flowers. The grass in places was as high as a 
horse's shoulder. This portion of the Black Hills evidently never suffers &om drought. No arid 
places are seen except on the summits of the limestone ledges. Springs are numerous and very 
cold and pure. The soil is everywhere moist, and vegetation marvelously luxuriant and fresh. 
The altitude is great, as compared with that of the prairie, and is suflacient to materially lower the 
average temperature. The warm currents of air froDi the plains condense as they ascend the slope 
of the hills and are robbed of their moisture in fog, rain, and heavy dews which occur nightly. The 
clouds almost invariably formed in the afternoon and interfered greatly with astronomical observa- 
tions. 

July 28. — The valley below us was rather too marshy for the wagons, and the easterly course 
lay up the hills to the left out upon a high rolling prairie, crossing which the Castle Valley Creek 
was again encountered, here flowing northward and contracted into a wooded and impassable 
canon, 500 or 600 feet in depth, with another creek and valley coming in from the westward to 
join it. 

A huge pile of elk-horns of ancient date, and of which the Indians disclaimed any share in the 
construction, was found on the northeast part of this prairie, and suggested the name for it. No 
camp could be made there, and partly retracing our steps, we camped again on Castle Valley Creek, 
a few miles below the camp of the day before. Another creek coming iu from the south, promised a 
road for the next day. The following note is given : " After dinner made a reconnaissance with 
General Custer up the creek below camp. A good road was found up the valley, which is heavily 
grassed and flowered for two and one-half miles. Then ascended a hill on the left and reached, 
through some timber, the open prairie I was on in the afternoon." 
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Harney's Peak was visible from the top of a high, bare hill, and the sun having just set, we 
were in a few minutes well rewarded, for the ride of five miles. The moon was rising just over the 
southern shoulder of Harney, and masked by heavy clouds. A patch of bright blood-red flame was 
first seen, looking like a brilliant fire, and soon after another so far from the first that it was diflQ- 
cult to connect the two. A portion of the moon's disk became presently visible, and the origin of 
the flame was apparent. While it lasted the sight was superb. The moon's mass looked enormous 
and blood -red, with only portions of its surface visible, while the clouds just above and to the left, 
colored by the fiame, resembled smoke drifting from an immense conflagration. The moon soon 
buried herself completely in the clouds, and under a rapidly darkening sky we returned to camp. 

July 29. — The course led southeasterly up the valley examined the evening before, finding 
heavy grass with wild oats and barley and many flowers. An old, deeply-worn Indian trail led up 
the creek, following which toot us across a high prairie exbibiting bowlders of quartz. Crossing a 
ridge the head of a stream was reached, flowing southeasterly. Following the new creek for some 
miles, the valley was found uncomfortably narrow, frequent bridging of the stream being necessary. 
Eecourse was had to the hills on the right, and camp ttnally made on another creek, also flowing to 
the south and oast. 

July 30. — We traveled all day through a beautiful pastoral and agricultural country, half wood, 
half glade, full of deer and abundantly grassed. Harney's Peak was passed eight or nine miles on 
the left. A few high hills were scattered about, but most of them were low. Granite appeared 
for the first time, and the range of which Harney is the chief, appeared granitic and very rugged. 
Our proximity to the outer plains in the east was evident as camp was neared. The air was 
milder, the grass drier, and the streams contained less water. Grasshoppers appeared, and a rat- 
tlesnake was captured in camp. All strong indications of the vicinity of the prairie. 

July 31. — The command remained in camp, while surveying-parties were sent out, and the 
gold-hnnters redoubled their eflbrts. General Custer and myself, with Professors Winchell and 
Donaldson and Mr. Wood, escorted by a company of cavalry, set out to ascend Harney. A rough 
ride of eight or nine miles over high hills and heavily-timbered ravines, in some of which birch was 
seen for the first time, brought us to the foot of a ' granite elevation with a creek flowing eastward. 
Wild raspberries, unexcelled in size and flavor, abounded ; and in thie dark wet bottoms the june-berry 
bushes grew to a height of 10 or 12 feet, and hung full of frait. Leaving the horses at the foot 
of the clear granite, the ascent was made on foot. Halting to rest and lunch, another summit, two 
or three miles west, was seen, rising higher than the one we were on. Beaching the summit of this, 
still another, several hundred feet higher, and a mile more west, showed that we had more work to 
do. A stiff climb brought us to the top, whence nothing more lofty could be seen, and we stood on 
the most elevated portion of the hills some 9,700 feet above the sea, except that alongside us rose 
a mass of granite 40 feet in height, with perpendicular sides that forbade an attempt to scale them 
without the aid of ropes and ladders. A stunted spruce was growing under its protection, and a 
few ferns and harebells obtained sustenance near by. The view was superb, extending over the 
intervening peaks and hills to a broad expanse of prairie from north by east round to southwest. 
The course of the Forks of the Cheyenne could be distinctly traced, and a dim line visible to the 
southeast was eveu thought to be the hills of White River, flfty or sixty miles distant. Bear Butte, 
forty-odd miles to the north, was again seen over the wooded ranges; and all but Inyan Kara of 
the principal peaks were in view. Two of the prominent ones I have named for General Terry and 
General Custer. 

The return to eamp was a struggle against almost every possible obstacle — rocks, creeks, 
marshes, willow and aspen thickets, pine timber, dead and fallen trees, steep hillsides and precip- 
itous ravines. Every difftculty multiplied by the darkness, and only the stars for a guide, camp 
was finally reached at 1.30 in the morning. 

Augvst 1. — Camp was moved a short distance down the creek for fresh pasturage. 
August 2. — Command still in camp. There is much talk of gold, and industrious search for it 
is making. I saw in General Custer's tent what the miner said he had obtained during the day. 
Under a strong reading-glass it resembled small pin-heads, and fine scales of irregular shape, per- 
haps thirty iu number. The miners expressed themselves quite confident that if they could reach 
bed-rock in the valleys at a favorable place, plenty could be obtained by use of the pan. 



J by Google 



15 

General Custer deteriDined upon a rapid scout south to the South Fork of tho Cheyenue, for 
the purpose of examining the intervening country, while another party should go sbutheast, follow- 
ing tho creek upon which we were encamped to its junction "with the same stream. These two 
explorations would cover considerable country and complete the examination of the sonth and 
southeast portion of the hills. 

August 3. — ^The headquarters, with live companies of cavalry and a few pack-mules, leaving 
the train and the balance of the command in camp, started on the reconnaissance, and Lieutenant 
Godfrey, with an escort of two companies, left at the same time to follow down the creek. The 
headquarters trail led south and southwest through the park country, until the head of a creek 
flowing southwardly was reached. This was pursued all day, leading us at first into a narrow 
valley, hemmed in by high wooded hills. The character of the country changed gradually as we 
went south. The valley grew broader, the hills lower, grass dryer, and timber more and more 
scarce. Grossing the red-clay belt which encircles the hills, the creek increased in size and plunged 
into a caiion 500 or 600 feet in depth, containing cottouwood and box-elder, with scattering pine 
on the hills. Emerging from this into smoother country, we halted_for the night a few miles from 
the South I'otk, having accomplished a march of forty-five miles. ^ 

Reynolds, a white scout, was dispatched late at night with a mail. He had about seventy-five 
miles in an air-line to make to Laramie alone, through a country infested with Indians, with the 
additional disadvantage of crossing their probable routes at right angles, and coming upon them 
suddenly. We were greatly relieved to learn afterward that his trip had been successfully made, 
though not without privation. 

August 4. — A ride of three miles down the creek brought us to the South Fork. Wo found it 
a shallow stream with a flat, stony, and sandy bed about 30 feet wide and a few inches deep, 
though evidently much broader in wet seasons. The water was alkaline with a metallic gypsum 
flavor. The bordering hills low, with a few stunted pines. Going down stream two or three miles 
the course turned abruptly to the left and struck due north, passing over a high dry prairie with 
occasional valleys and ravines. We entered and crossed at right angles the Bed (Jlay Valley, 
finding as usual a gypsum stream in the middle, and here flowing east. Having crossed another 
valley tending southeast, deeply cut out of the red clay, we entered pine timber again on the north 
side, and finally halted near some big pools and springs. The day had been excessively hot. The 
ride of thirty miles succeeding another of forty -five was very fatiguing, and many of the horses gave 
out. We enjoyed, however, a fine camp, with excellent grass, water, and wood, and rolling ourselves 
on the ground in our blankets slept without dreaming. 

August 5. — Course was stiff northerly, through timbered, hilly country, which rapidly improved 
into "Park" with bright little brooks, beautiful grassy valleys, and abundant game. Granite 
knobs and peaks occasionally emerged from among the trees, and at half past 9 we passed a huge 
knob, resembling a turbaned head, some 300 feet in height, which we had seen oft' to the eastward 
on the first day of the reconnaissance. About noon the permanent camp was reached, after a march 
of twenty-five miles that day, and one hundred miles in three days. Lieutenant Godfrey had already 
returned, but had failed to reach the South Fork on account of the tortuous and canony character 
of the stream he was pursuing. He had, however, been clear of the hills, and mapped the creek so 
far as he went. 

August G. — Camp was broken for the return trip. General Custerdetermined, instead of going 
eastward upon the prairie, to partly retrace his steps, and examine into the practicability of a route 
northward through the hills, emerging somewhere near Bear Butte, and so complete the examina- 
tion of them. The old trail was accordingly run back with some slight divergence, and camp was 
reached just beyond the high prairie passed over July 29. A heavy thunder-storm came up during 
the night, and the echoes among the hills were exceedingly grand. 

August 7. — The storm of the night before had swelled tha brooks, but the old trail furnished a 
good road. Crossing Castle Valley we passed over Elk Horn Prairie again, and bearing north and 
west crossed a creek and ascended a small valley in which the beaver had been at work, thence 
through a heavily wooded tract into the valley of another creek flowing eastward. Passing down 
this for a few miles, further progress was barred by a canon, and turning sharply to the left over a 
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sliglit ridge we camped on the bank of another creek. Two grizzly bears were killed near this camp, 
and the first grasshoppers seen in the hills in any numbers were swarming in both creek valleys. 

August 8. — The morning opened with thick fog, which cleared about 10 a. m. The course was 
north and east, crossing several creeks leading eastwardly. One deep valley gave considerable 
trouble to the wagons, crossing which, we traveled over a high, rocky ridge, with schist projecting 
from the surface nearly vertically, and made a fine camp in the next valley. 

Avffust 9. — The course lay down the valley, which was in possession of the beaver, for several 
miles, then turned to the left over a ridge. The hills were high and wooded ; and from an occa. 
sional open spot glimpses of the open prairie a few miles away were caught. The creeks flowed 
eastward, and in piercing through the outward range of hills had cut deep canons, which were often 
blocked by bowlders and fallen trees. Several were explored, but none affording a practicable route 
tor wagons were discovered. Springs were abundant, of clear, cold water, with a temperature of 
46°. The heavy pine forests on the hill-sides were full of deer. In all the open glades gra.ss was 
luxuriant. 

Augmt 10. — The route was southerly, crossing a low ridge, and taking the head of a creek 
flowing a little east of south. It is remarkable and characteristic of the hilis that, in whatever 
direction we have wished to go, a creek-valley has always furnished a road. Following down the 
valley, we found it enlarging to a broad fertile meadow luxuriantly grassed, through which wound 
the creek, a fine rapid stream 10 feet to 12 feet wide, flowing over a rocky bed. We were continu- 
ally looking for trout in these stteams, which seemed as though made expressly for that fish, which 
requires an unfailing flow of cold pure water. There could bo uo flner trout-streams in the world 
than these were they once stocked. As it was, we found nothing but some small chnb, and a species 
of sucker of perhaps a pound weight. The neighboring hills were 600 or 700 feet in height, capped 
with 50 feet of bare limestone, resting upon Potsdam sandstone. The meadow terminating and the 
stream entering a oaiion, camp was pitched. 

August 11. — Taking advantage of the command remaining in camp while General Custer made 
exploration for a road eastwardly, I returned to the camp of the daiy before with a surveying party, 
for the purpose of measuring a base, line and locating with the transit the important elevations. A 
base of 3,200 feet was carefully laid out, whence two hills were located, from the summits of which 
Bear Butte, Harney, Terry, and Custer Peaks, and many minor hills could be seen, and their azi- 
muths determined. ' Iiioutonnnt Warpon' spen t a week in cam [> in 195 9- n ^ a r BearDutto. — Eeg^iding 
t hsi b aa properly loofuted, H ' arnoy^ on Warron'o. map; ia too far Qaot-tey - s t x -' M ' oovon miloo r Return- 
ing to camp, I found that several ells_had been kill€^ during, the day by the hunters. 

August 12. — Camp was moved down the'ereek ^few miles into a very pretty and luxuriant val- 
ley, at a point where another large creek joined it from the westward. Judging from its size and 
direction, this must be the Castle "Valley Creek, upon which we twice encamped, (July 26-'7 and 
July 28,) and the hills portion of what is called Box Elder on Warren's map. 

August 13. — Lieutenant Godfrey, with an escort, was dispatched down the creek, to determine 
its course and ascertain his position from bearings to Bear Butte and Harney when clear of the 
hills. The main trail turned north across the creek, and, following a narrow ravine for a few miles, 
then turning east and south through open timber and a second growth of pine, emerged upon an 
open, rolling park of great extent, where camp was made. The open prairie was visible, separated 
from us by a wdoded ridge, which, though not high, was deeply cut by ravines. Elm trees were 
seen in the vicinity of camp, and a plantation of hops was reported. 

August 14.— A favorable road was found through the intervening ridge by making several 
abrupt turns among ravines filled with oak and hills covered with pine, and early in the day we 
suddenly emerged from the hills into the encircling red eiay valley, which at this point is closely 
bordered by the open prairie. The scorching suns and hot, dry breath of the prairie, covered with 
yellow grass, bore instant witness to the change in our surroundings, recalling vividly the coolness 
of air and freshness of vegetation, the abundance of pure, cold water, the noble camp-fires, and 
quantities of game, which had made our stay in the hills a daily delight, and compelling us to con- 
trast with them the dry, dusty journeys, the warm alkaline water, and scanty wood which awaited 
us on the return march of over three hundred and eighty miles. The course lay up the red clay 
valley to the north and west. The numerous creeks in the hills reacliing the prairie sunk beneath 



J by Google 



17 

the gravel and sbiDgle of their beds and disappeared; some of them reappeared briefly in the 
form of springs in the red clay valley, which was from two to three miles in width. On account of 
these springs and the occasional marshy ground, the trail brolie throngU the low hills separating 
the valley from the prairie on the east, and bore straight for Bear Butte. Camp was made on a 
creek named for thebutte, and six or seven miles south of it. 

August 15. — The command remained in camp reloading and refitting for the return journey. 
During the day a party made the ascent of the butte, which is an igneous-looking elevation, rising 
out of the rolling prairie 750 feet in height and 1,200 foet above the camp. Standing clear of the 
hills as it does, it is a well-known landmark, and its summit affords a wide prospect, notwithstand- 
ing its inferior height. The principal peaks were visible from it, as well as the buttes rising from 
the prairies northeast and southeast. 

August 16. — The course lay northward, to the right of Bear Butte, over a rolling prairie and 
across some small creeks. We found the Belle I"ourche, when crossed, to be a rapid stream, in a 
shaly and gravelly bed, SO feet wide and a foot deep, the banks low, and cottouwood abundant. 
Pour Cheyenne Indians were met en route to the agencies from the hostile camp on Tongue liiver, 
and reported that Sitting Bull, five thousand strong, was preparing to intercept .us at the Short- 
Pine Hills. Camp was made near the headwaters of Crow Creek, with good water and grass, but 
no wood. 

August 17, — The course was still northerly, to the left of Slave Butte ; the name of which is 
derived from the fact that the Sioux killed some Snake captives there many years ago. The Butte 
is capped with sandstone, and the top is about level with that of Bear Butte, although the height 
above the base is only about 250 feet, the ground having risen steadily from the Belle Fourche, 
The country offered uo indacemeut to linger. There was little grass, weeds and sage-brush pre. 
vailing. The soil was dry and porous, and cracked into hexagons and octagons of perhaps a square 
foot in area. Small plates of gypsum were scattered over the snrface. Passing a branch of Moreau 
or Owl River, with miry, alkaline banks and water, camp was pitched on the main stream, in whose 
bed water stood in pools; willow and cottonwood in the bottoms. 

August 18. — The coarse bore for our o!d camp of July 14 and 15, between the Short-Pine mils, 
in Prospect Valley, which was passed and camp made five miles farther on, having seen nothing 
of our promised interceptors. 

August 19. — A Ibiig ih'ai'ch of fhirty-flve and one-half miles Was made ; atflrst along the divide 
parallel to the Littl6'Missouri, seven or eight miles distant. Th6"prariiB was rolling" and hilly, 
with fair grazing, but water very scarce. Interrupted by the Bois Pommes Blanches Hills and 
adjacent Bad Lands, we bore to the northeast, and camped against the northern end of the Cave 
Hills, on one of the headwaters of Grand Eiver, with plenty of fair water and good grass. 

August !30. — Traveled north and west across several heads of Grand Eiver, and over a rolling 
prairie, which the Indians, to embarrass our march, had thoroughly burned. Finding no camp on the 
prairie, which was black as far to the northward as the eye could reach, a rapid descent was made 
into the valley of the Little Missouri, where, among the Bad Lands, wooil, water, and grass were 
found. 

August 31. — The command remained in camp. We had averaged nearly thirty-one miles per day 
for five days, having marched one hundred and fifty-three miles from the camp on Bear Butto 
Creek. The Bad Lands of the Little Missouri apparently began at this point. We could not see 
much of them to the southward, but down the river they were heavily massed on'both banks. The 
stream was some 50 feet to 75 feet wide and a few inches deep ; bed sandy and gravelly, valley 
from one-half mile to one mile in width, with occasional bluff peaks, exhibiting the bare, rounded 
clay surfaces, and broad horizontal bands, colored from black to white, through the browns, reds, 
and grays which characterize what are known as the " Bad Lands " or Wauvaises Terres. The 
water was alkaline, and the timber cottonwood. 

August 22, — Breaking away from the Little Missouri, we traveled north over a prairie, level at 
first and then rolling, but all thoroughly burned. In this vicinity, I was informed that Captain 
Fisk, in 1865, with a train of one hundred and fifty wagons and a company of infantry, bound for 
Montana, was attacked by the Sioux and driven back with the loss of seventeen men and several 
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wagons. Camp was made near a spring, in a spot of uiibumeil grass, which we were fortunate 
enough to find. 

August 23. — The course was north and east, over a high rolling prairie, until the Yellowstone 
expedition trails were encountered ; following which eastwardly, we camped among the Bad Lands, 
ou a small branch of the Little Missouri, near the Big Bend of that stream, whore the grass had 
escaped the fire. These Bad Lands are extensive ; do not compare in height with those of the 
Yellowstone and Missouri, which are sometimes 600 or 800 feet high ; these being but from 50 feet 
to 150 feet. They make, however, a very striking landscape, and usually are impassable to wagons. 
The clay hills, of a purity which renders them incapable of supporting vegetation, are absolutely 
naked and stand thickly crowiied together, with rounded summits and steep sides, variegated by 
broad horizontal bands of color. The black and brown stripes are due to veins of impure lignites, 
from the burning of which are derived the shades of red, while the raw clay varies from a dazzling 
white to dark gray. We found the ravines near camp full of ash and box-elder, and affording 
shelter to quantities of black-tailed deer. The remaining homeward journey was at first north- 
easterly, across a barren, burned plain, to a camp on one of the headwaters of Heart fiiver; thence 
easterly, across the river, whose valley was one-fourth mile wide and 100 feet deep, stream 30 feet 
wide and a few inches in depth ; thence over a rolling prairie, which would have been well grassed 
had the Indians not burned it. The camp of August 26 was near Young Men's Butte, at the head 
of some ravines filled with oak, whence spring the headwaters of Knife Kiver, flowing north and 
east into the Missouri ; thence, to Fort Lincoln, traversed a fine rolling prairie, well watered, and 
ordinarily well grassed. Gradually working out of the burned district on the 27th, the final cross- 
ing of Heart Eiver was made at noon of the 30th. The stream was similar to where we crossed it 
above, being somewhat broader, flowing through a wider and deeper valley, heavily timbered with 
Cottonwood. Fort Lincoln was reached at 4.30 p. m. of August 30, the sixtieth day of the trip. 
The wagon-train had traveled eight hundred and eighty-three miles, and, adding the various recon- 
naissances, the total number of miles surveyed was twelve hundred and five. 

Whatevermay ultimately be determined as to the existence of large amounts of precious metal in 
the Black Hills — and the evidence gathered on the trip I conclude was on the whole discouraging to 
that supposition — the real wealth and value of the country are, beyond doubt, very great. Utterly 
dissimilar in character to the remaining portion of the territory in which it lies, its fertility and fresh- 
ness, its variety of resource and delightful climate, the protection it affords both against ihe torrid 
heats and arctic storms of the neighboring prairies will eventually make it the home of a thronging 
population. To this, however, the final solution of the Indian question is an indispensable prelim- 
inary. The region Is cherished by the owners both as hunting-grounds and asylum. The more 
far-sighted, anticipating the time when hunting the buffalo, which is now the main subsistence of 
the wild tribes, will no longer suffice to that end, have looked forward to settling in and about the 
Black Hills as their future permanent home, and there awaiting the gradual extinction which is 
their fate. For these reasons, no occupation of this region by whites will be tolerated ; nor, so long 
as the majority of the Indians live beyond the control of the United States Government, can any 
treaty be made with them looking to the relinquishment of their rights of ownership which will 
command observance by the hostile tribes. Even if, under the authority of reservation Indians, 
occupation of the Black Hills should become possible, settlements there could only be protected by 
force and the presence of a considerable military power. Hostile incursions would not be unfre- 
quent nor an occasional massacre unlikely, and these are conditions unfavorable to a rapid and 
permanent increase of population. The Indians have no country farther west to which they can 
migrate, and only the Saskatchewan country north of the United States boundary, and which is 
still the range of the buffalo, offers them a possible home. It is probable that the best use to be 
made of the Black Hills for the nest fifty years would be as the permanent reservation of the 
Sionx, where they could be taught occupations of a pastoral character, which of all semi-civilized 
means of subsistence would be most natural and easy for them, and result in relieving the United 
States Government of the burden of their support. 

There are forwarded herewith the reports of Professor Winehell and Mr. George Bird Grinnell ; 
also a tabular statement giving the record of daily marches, the thermometrical and barometrical 
reading during each day, the deduced altitude, and latitude and longitude of each camp. My 
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thanks are due to all the officers of the expedition, and in partienlar to General Custer and the other 
officers at headquarters for constant courtesy and kindness, and every needed aid in the discharge 
of my duties. To Lieutenant Godfrey I am greatly indebted for valuable assistance, cheerfully and 
intelligently given. . To Professor Winchell and Mr. Grinnell, especially, my obligations are very great. 
Without their valuable reports, based on unwearying and constant work of observation, nothing like 
an adequate exposition of the interesting country explored could have been made. "While profiting 
by their labors, I have to express regret at Mr. Grinnell's comparative disappointment in not 
securing a larger collootioa of fossils, his failure being due to the factsthat our marches were neces. 
sarily rapid, the time being limited to sixty days, and that the country traversed was neaily barren 
of the objects of his search. 

The attempt to reach the south fork of the Cheyenne from the camp near Harney's Peak, if 
successful, would probably have repaid hiin. 

The computations of latitude and longitude were made by my assistant, Mr. W. H. Wood, 
the work of observing being shared between us, and I owe him thanks for valuable aid, well per- 
formed. 

In locating the longitude of the various points in and near the Black Hills, I was disposed at 
first to accept the position of Bear Butte, as given on Kaynolds's and Warren's map, as fixed. But 
finding that the surveys of the Northern Pacific Railroad moved Powder Eiver about four miles 
west of Raynolds's longitude forit, and that my determination of Bear Butte was two miles west of 
Eiiynolds's, I concluded to adopt my own thrjughout, feeling quite eonadeiit of its correctness. 
The two chronometers did excellent service, as a comparison of rates previous to starting and after 
the return fully showed. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WiLLiAJi Ludlow, 
Cajitain of Eugmeers, and Chief Engineer Department. 

The Assistant Adjutant -General, 

Department ofDalcota. 
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GEOLOaiCAL EEPOBT. 



By N, H. WiNciiEij., State Geologist • 



The Univbesitt of Mihnesota, 

Minneapolis, Minn., February 22, 1875. 
SiE : During the expedition to the Black Hills of Dakota the past summer, under General G. 
A. Caster, all my geological and other notes were made in the form of a daily journal, dated and re- 
ferred to the nearest camping places, or to some prominent object of topographical importance, in 
order that the localities spoken of could be accurately referred to by comparisou with the general 
map, containing the tracing of our route and daily eamping-plaees. lu the present state of our 
knowledge of the geology of the region through which we passed, the observatioas I made will be 
of more value to science, if they are carefully recorded and preserved with little or no attempt at 
generalization. Then the work of future geologists will not be prejudiced by inferences that might 
not be well grounded, and my observations will go to augment the general knowledge of the country, 
and to assist future observers in intelligently deciding its geological character and age. Hence, 
in mating this report, it is thougtit best to preserve'something of a journalistic form, and to give 
facts ill the order in wbich they were observed. My notes in Dakota begin with the crossing of 
the Eed River of the North. 

FBOM THE BED RIVER OF THE NORTH TO FORT ABRAHAM LINCOLN. 

June 2i. — The Red Biver flats may be said to extend to at least the first beach-line, which is 
twenty-five miles, more ot less, from Fargo, Within that distance there is no observable variation 
of level, but on passing that line, where the cut of the railroad shows gravel, the surface begins 
to have gentle undulations. These become more and more marked to flfty-two miles from Fargo, 
where we reach a divide, and the first curve in the railroad west of Fargo occurs. This divide is 
three or four miles east of the Cheyenne. In descending to that river stratified materials are seen 
in the railroad cuts underlying the drift, probably belonging to the Cretaceous. This observation 
was made in passing on the train, and I cannot be certain but these loose materials pertain to the 
Post-tertiary. There are no visible bowlders on the surface in the Bed River flats, but they grad- 
ually appear west of the first beach. The Cheyenne Valley is about a mile wide, and deeply cut, 
not terraced. The country remains a rolling prairie to the Missouri River. The so-called " Coteau 
du Missouri " is, so far as can be observed at the crossing of the Northern Pacific Railroad, a mis- 
nomer. The whole country is rolling. There is, of course, some point of highest divide, but it is 
not very noticeable. The soil is very nearly everywhere a gravelly hardpan, {i. e. a stony and 
gravelly nnstratified clay,) with large bowlders. In the valley of the James River, and also on 
approaching the Missouri, some loam is locally overspread. The alkali is seen in some marshes, 
and about some lake-shores. Sometimes half-desiccated alkaline surfaces, blackened by dirt, but 
shining as if moist, extend fifty or a hundred rods, or even more, from the real beach lakeward. 
About ten miles west of the James River the Northern Pacific Railroad Company have sunk a 
well for water, going down by shaft 100 feet and boring 205 feet farther, without getting any. The 
materials thrown out, both by the shaft and by the bore, consist of hardpan drift entirely, of the 
usual blue color, containing small pieces of lignite. 

June 25. — At the " landing " at Bismarck I see a hundred boxes, each holding about a bushel, 
filled with hard lignite, being transported for use in that way. It is from this portion of Dakota, 
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aud comes from the (Jretaeeoua, It appears like tbe better portiou of that sceu oil the Cottonwood 
and Redwood Elvers, in Mianesota, It is craekiBg and crumbling in the air, 

June 26.— At Fort A. Liucoln, near the water, may be seen the following downward section of 
the Oretaoeons : 

No. 1. Shale, thickness unknown. 

No. 2. Sandy shale 2 inches. 

No. 3. Shale 4feet. 

No. i. Impure lignite, about , . 6 feet. 

No. 5. Sbaly greenish clay, about. 6 feet. 

Near tbe top of the bluff, at the fort, is an exposure of sandstone by the roadside. Tbe whole 
amounts to about 15 feet, but it is intersected both horizontally and sometimes obliquely by layers 
of varying thickness of argillo-siliceooa limestone, which is gray and bard. These layers are lentic- 
ular and vauishiug, but are sometimes 18 inches in thickness. The sand in which they are inclosed 
is loose, but contains washed shells, uocemented and not decomposed, but very frail. There is one 
turreted shell about IJ inches long and a bivalve resembling Unio, with fragments of others. 
There are no evident vegetable remains, but indistinct impressions that may be of fiber. Silicified 
wood is common in the drift, particularly among the small stones on the surface near the brow of 
river bluff. 

FROM. FOKT ABRAHAM LINCOLN TO THE BELLE FOUECHE. 

Gamp, July 2. — Fourteen and three-fourths miles west of Fort A. Lincoln. The country passed 
over the first day after leaving Fort A. Lincoln has been a rolling prairie, and heavily drift-laden. 
The bluffs, however, sometimes show a sqaareness of outline near their summits that shows the 
presence of rock in outcrop, which can sometimes be seen at a distance with a field-glass. I take 
it to be tbe same sandstone as that seen in the bluff of the Missouri Eiver near the fort. 

Camp, July 3. — Fourteen miles from the camp of yesterday. The march during the day has 
been through a very broken country, in which the square and flat-topped buttes, which may be 
seen on either hand in the distance, show tbe continuation of a similar geological struetore to that 
of yesterday. Tet just at camp, which is in a wide plain, below the general level of the country, 
those buttes have disappeared from view, bringing a change very noticeable over the face of the 
country. The hills and bluffs are smoother, lower, and more grassy, without bowlders. During 
much of the day we have traveled on high ground, a sort of divide between two large drainage 
valleys, one on tbe north and one on the south. This high land is closely underlain by the sand- 
stone already mentioned, and is strewn with foreign bowlders. Just at camp this sandstone seems 
to have run out, and can only be seen In one or two distant buttes that stand isolated. 

Camp, July 4. — On -Dog Teeth Creek. This creek is a tributary of tbe North Fork of the 
Cannon Ball Biver. The country from our last camp has been undulating and rolling, but less so 
than during the march of yesterday. Have seen to-day but one small exposure of rock, that of 
sandstone, in alow mound. We are here in tbe midst of the Dog Teeth Buttes, according to 
" Goose," onr Sionx guide, but none of them are visible from our camp. 

Camp, July 5. — We have marched to-day about seventeen miles west from our last camp, and 
are now on a creek named by Goose, "Where the bear stays in winter." It is a flowing stream of 
clear water. There are here a few oaks, and good grass. The country passed through to-day has 
been perhaps the finest yet seen, much of it being level or nearly level prairie, with large grass. 
Occasional square-topped bills expose a rusty sandstone, the probable continuance of that 
already seen. At our camp, tbe bluffs of the creek are in this sandstone. Distributed at irregular 
intervals in it, is a finegrained, hard, argillaceous limestone which occurs as nodules or lenticnlar 
beds, somewhat concretionary. They are usually not more than an inch in thickness, but some- 
times are six inches. When broken, they are gray inside. When fallen down and long esposed 
to the weather, they become coated with hard hematitic iron, probably derived from the surface-water 
that flows over them. They have a deceptive appearance of clay iron-stone. They are as heavy 
as iron, and have a sharp and almost vitreous fracture. No fossils found. 
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Camp on flic North Foric of tlie Cannon Ball. 

July fi. — We have passed through a fine country to-day, with good grass, crossing two or three 
little streams. The aspect of the couutry is much the same as that of yesterday, but we are evi- 
dently pEtssing over a different geological horizon. There are occasional liuttea, but of less height 
than those mentioned. There is a yellowish, rusty sandstone, sometimes only in dislodged masses 
about their summits. These seem to be the rnuning-out aspect of the sandstone which has been 
mentioned, a lower formation giving rise to the difference of surface features. At the river near 
our camp, the lower portion of this loose sandstone is seen in the upper portion of the bluffs, under- 
lain by a tliicliuess of at least 150 feet of bedded shale, or clay, as follows : 

Descending seetion on the North Forlc of the Cannon Sail River. 

No. 1. Sandy clay or samlstone, friable and weathering rusty, with large shalj and cal- 
careous concretions. This forms the general level of the country just here, but the 
surface rises a hundred or two hundred feet before reaching the level of the low 

buttes, several miles from our camp - 30 feet. 

No, 2. Shale, bedded, greenish, with similar concretions. I notice in these concretions, 
which show no concentric structure, an indication of their sedimentary origin. When 
broken with the bedding, there are, on the freshly broken surface, scatt-ered, rusty, 
angular specks, showing some striation. Nothing else can be distiagaisbed, owing 
to the fineness of the parts. 3"o other evidences of fossils are visible either in this 

or in the last. Seen 150 feet. 

The geological age of this rock is uncertain. There is here a total absence of fossils, and 
has been since leaving Fort A. Lincoln, Judging, however, from the topography and the continu- 
ance of certain features, there is no great change in the geological age of the underlying rock since 
leaving the fort. A series of sandstone-capped buttes has nearly or qnite disappeared by receding 
from our route of travel, while the general surface has become smoother, Between the sandstone 
of those buttes and the rock of this section there is an unobserved interval of one or two hundred 
feet, embracing one small lignite bed, (15 inches,} and some light clay. Dr, Hayden has mapped 
this as Fort Union Tertiary,* but I am inclined to continue the Cretaceous as far west as this point, 
and to make therock included in the foregoing section a lower portion of the Fox Hills group of 
Meek and Hayden with the upper part of the Fort Pierre. 

Over the surface of the country, pertaining to the drift, are scattered fragments of beautifully 
silicifled fossil wood, one of which, seen to-day, was two or three feet in diameter. It had the ap- 
X>earance of being a large stump. This silicifled wood is associated in fragments near our camp 
with a gray quartzite, having the appearance of a highly siliceous limestone. This wood is also 
attached to such limestone. I have seen none of this limestone, perhaps more properly called a 
quartzite, in place, and cannot yet give its probable age. Near our camp the above sandstone (No. 
1 ot the last section) is washed off and a " bluif" deposit, perfectly comparable to that of the Mis- 
souri, lies on the shale, having a thickness of about 15 feet. Between the" bluff" and the shale 
is a layer of coarser drift made up of washed pieces wliolly of local origin. The drift itself is 
much attenuated or wholly wanting. 

Camp, July 7. — On the south fork of the Cannon Ball. This is called Cedar Creek by our 
Indian guide. Our camp is thirty-two miles from that of yesterday. Throughout the latter part 
of this day's march, and perhaps through the whole of it, the water we have passed is alkaline and 
the grass is short. The surface is always turfed, unless it be on the immediate roclt exposures, 
which are not common. Double Buttes, which we passed to-day, so named by General Custer, are 
-perhaps 250 feet in height. Their tops are of sandstone, and the sides, where bared of turf, were 
of a light, marly clay. I could find no fossils in them, Tbe. sandstone on their tops was about 25 
feet thick. At another point, about eight miles before reaching camp, this same clay was seen 
exposed in a low bluff, with some light-colored sandstone beds, the whole dipping about 15'^ or 20^ 
to the northeast. The water of a little stream running near, or standing near, as aU the streams 
are very slow, was whitened almost like milk with leachings from this marl, 

" See Ilia geological map aocempanjing tte tiual report on the Uuited States Geological Survey of Nebraska. 
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There is no foreign drift, as I also noted yesterday, bat tliere is a good thick soil and a heavy 
local drift. Often the surface is strewu with fragments of a very hard, gray, siliceous limestouej 
which has already been mentioned. This passes almost to a flint. Indeed there is very much silica 
in all the fragments from the local rocks. Silicified wood is also common, a fact which requires 
some cause for its distribution different from that assignable for the distribution of the usual foreign 
drift. 

July 8. — Two miles west of camp. In a bntte, sandstone in horizontal beds returns. This 
sandstone is characterized here by very large and harder masses, which are concretionary ; and 
after the stone has all crumbled away these lie intact and cover the ground. The beds here are 
horizontal, and of the same material for 45 or 50 feet from the top and till the butte becomes turfed. 
It is, then, 100 feet above the level of the conntry on each side, 

Eising out of the valley of the Cannon Ball, and looking across toward the north , we see a 
series of white spots on the opposite bluffs, made by the exposure of the marl or clay mentioned 
iu yestei-day's notes. These bluffs must be ten miles away ; a fact that indicates the magnitude of 
the clay beds and their importance in the topographical structure of this portion of the Territory. 
In front of us is what Colonel Ludlow denominates White Clay Butte, a very prominent object, 
rising higher in the horizon than any other object in that quarter. 

There is still no foreign drift, but the ground is stony with the siliceous limestone {or gray 
quartzite) already mentioned, and with beautiful pebbles and stones, including fossil wood, with 
many flinty pieces wholly of local origin. The origin of these flinty, gray, limestone fragments, so 
abundant, is still involved in uncertaiuty. 

Overlying the above white clay is a sandstone. We rise on to the level of the top of this sand- 
stone and travel on a plateau for several miles, when we reach Bois Oach6 Creek, so named by the 
early French explorers, from the fact that a little wood, mostly Negundo, grows on the side of a 
bluff, along the base of which runs the creek. The bluff protects this vegetation from the prairie- 
flres, on one side, and the creek on the other. Our camp is on the north side of this creek. 

Camp, July 8. — On Bois Cacb6 Creeli, a branch of Grand Biver. The low bluff opposite our 
camp is composed, so far as can be seen, of sandstone, but whether above or below the white clay 
is unknown. It is considerably lower, topographically, than the sandstone seen in the buttes over- 
lying the white clay. There is here an apparent, though not actual, dip southwest. About 40 feet 
can be seen, the rest being turfed. There are similar low buttes and mounds visible on either hand, 
their summits being irregular and not so flat as many others seen a few days back, and diversified 
with tumbling fragments and large loosened concretions. 

Wolf Butte is a sharp conical butte, about five miles southwest from our last camp. Its very 
top is of light sandstone, the same as already mentioned, though it has not elsewhere atipeared so 
white. The top is of bare rock, not more than 40 feet in length by 25 feet wide. Swallows in 
great numbers build in the overhanging angles, the sandstone below 25 or 30 feet weathering out 
faster than the top. 

Eagle-Nest Hills are the bluffs along the south side of Grand Eiver, plainly visible from Wolf 
Butte. White Clay Butte is in the fork formed by Grand Elver, with the creek we camped on last 
night. Lodge Butte is 20° south of west from Wolf Butte, and consists of a series of sharp teeth- 
like points. 

Eagle-Nest Hills are rocky near their tops, and on a level with Wolf Butte, The top of these 
is flat, and spreads out in a plateau which is visibly two miles (more or less) in length east and west. 
The country from Wolf Butte, on all sides, presents a rough aspect, except toward the northwest. 
Low mounds rise on all sides, overstrewn with the problematical siliceous limestone fragments, 
with here and there a mound caused by the worn-down sandstone, large displaced fragments being 
on the top. 

Bald Hill is about a mile and a half north of Grand Eiver, and about four miles west of Wolf 
Butte. It is a singular, isolated butte, almost devoid of turf; nearly cirpular, and bowl-shaped. 
Its base is about 30 rods in diameter, and its top is about 40 feet across, Ita strata dip slightly to 
the north, so as to show that it overlies entirely the sandstone of Wolf Butte, &e, I get the fol. 
lowing section in descending order. No fossils anywhere. 
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Section in Bald Buile. 

Ko. 1. Liglit yellow m;irl, or iirgilltujeous marl, witli thin shingle of arenaceous, sometimes 
siliceous, limestone, irregularly imbedded, and ocher concretions; passing into the 

next, about 35 feet. 

No. 2. Black shale in thin laminations : carbomiceous, and having sileiiite crystals 3 feet. 

No. 3. Massive, liard shale, carbonaceous and black : less finely laminated than the last. 4 feet. 

No. i. Hard, gritty clay, with fine gypsum crystals ; bedded, weathering bluish , . 25 foet. 

Total G9 feet. 

Although this dips slightly to the north and overlies the sandstone which overlies the white 
clay before mentioned, yet to the north, six or eight miles, a belt of light, glittering exposures in 
the bluffs indicates the same light-colored clay. Bald Hill itself wonld be deuominated white at 
a distance, as contrasted with surrounding objects. Toward the south, however, nothing bat irrcg- 
uliir knobs and buttes of broken-down sandstone can be seen. 

About a mile before reaching our camp on Grand Eiver, in going down to the bottoms, I take 
the following section. This is near the level of the bottoms : 

Besceniling section on Grand River. 

No. 1. Sandy marl, (about) 20 feet. 

No. '2. Lignite and lignitic shale - 6 feet. 

No. 3. White, massive sand 15 feet. 

The buttes and bluffs between here and Bald Butte are less rocky and much more turfed. 
This is probably due to the advent of sandy clays and sands. 

Gamp, July 9. — On a wide bottom on the north aide of the Grand River. This wide bottom 
extends up and down the river a great distance. Since passing Bald Butte wehave not seen much 
rock, a few exposures along the banks of the river like that last mentioned being the only ones. 
The hills and buttes are all rounded oft' and turfed over even to their tops. 

July 10.— The same features of country continue in passing up the valley of Grand River for 
nine miles, where we cross to the south side. At the place of crossing, in ascending the low blnlf 
on the south sid^ I meet an exposure of fine white sand, the same as at the bottom of the section 
near last night's camp. The whole bluff seems to be of this sandstone, but almost completely turfed 
over on account of the friable nature of the rock. There are still some'portions that are more 
enduring, having a thin strati Ication. These fall down with ths weathering out of the friable 
parts, and lie on the surface in huge rusty lumps. 

Camp, July 10. — On the north side of Grand River. We are about twenty-four miles above the 
camp of last night. The river is muddy, like the Missouri, and has considerable current. The 
countiy through which we have passed to-day has been the same as that described at our last camp. 
About half a mile below our present camp I took the following section : 

Seetion on Grand River. 

No. 1. Light-brown bedded clay, with argillo-caleareous concretions 30 feet. 

No. 2. Lignite 3 feet. 

No. 3. Impure lignite - 2 feet. 

No. i. Sandstone, white, massive, seen i feet. 

Total 39 feet. 

The lignite included in the foregoing section was also seen exposed in a similar way near the 
water of Grand Elver, about two miles below our camp, at our place of recrossing. 

Leaving our camp of July 10, we travel over the same kind of country for about eleven miles, 
uorockbeiug 8een,except the gray siliceous limestone pieces, that are strewn like bowlders over the 
surface. In the distance ahead of us can be seen a cluster of conical hills that look like upheaved 
4 B H 
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strata, lout on roaehiiig them we foimd no rock exposures. Everything is smoothly tncfed over, 
except where the siliceous liraestoue fragmeots are too large and too miraeroua. Yet, before getting 
entirely past them, I see several burnt, red spots, which present mach the appearauce of local dis- 
turbances of the strata, with aoeompanying metamorphism. Scoria-liko masses, varying in texture 
and color from red to dark-brown and almost black, are strewn over the little knolls. On searching 
further, however, I saw that near some of these burnt mounds in the ravines a white, massive sand- 
stone lay undisturbed, and it became necessary to account for this fusion in some other way. Tliat 
I was enabled to do, on discovering that just above that massive sandstone is a bed of feet of lig, 
nite. In weathering down, this lignite has taken flre by some means, and, when in isolated mounds- 
admitting plenty of air on all sides, has burned with heat enough to bake the adjoining strata so as 
to make the appearance of occasional brick-yards, every piece being of some shade of red. 

Passing on farther southwest, this lignite can again be seen in several ravines, ami especially 
about a mile and a half before reaching camp. It is in all cases observed underlain by a massive 
white sandstone. This liguite seems to have above it a thickness of fine sandy clay, which cannot 
be well determined, owing to its being generally weathered away. Over that is a rusty sandstone 
which, at our camp, holds Ludlow's Oave and forms extensive castellated bluffs, which are wrought 
by the elements into \'ery fantastic forms. The top of this sandstone is separat-ed frooi the top of 
the liguite by an interval of 175 fteet, measured at our camp by barometer and by Locite's level. 

Gamp at LvMokPs Cave, July 11. — Rising another elevation i)aek of the brow of the sandstone 
bluff near our camp, which holds Ludlow's Cave, I find a solution for the problem of the scattered 
siliceous limestone fragments. Here, about SO feet higher than the measurement already given to 
the brow of the sandstone of Ludlow's Cave, is a gray siliceous, very hard limestone in place. It 
is only a foot or two in thickness, and is very rough on the surface, which it forms, over an area of 
about a hundred or more feet square. The full section at this place, aud including the observations 
for two or three days, may be summarized as below, in descending order : 

Section at Luclloic's Cave. 

!No. 1. A descent of 10 or 15 feet; rock not seen 10-1.5 feet. 

Ko. 2. Siliceous limestone, mostly gray and very hard, but sometimes porous and of a 
lighter color; very rough; containing silicifled wood and impressions apparently 
of bones. This rock, as seen in fragments, is mostly purely silica, and might be 
styled a quartette 1-2 feet. 

No. 3. Whitish, sandy marl 50-CO feet. 

So. 4. IJeddish sandstone, with many irony concretions 40 feet. 

No. 5. Sandstone of Ludlow's Cave, rusty and castellated, about 40 feet. 

No. C. More argillaceous and calcareous sand, white , 15 I'eet. 

No. 7. Bedded blue clay, seen at a distance, like that in the base of Bald Butte 35 feet. 

No. 8. Interval unseen to the lignite, (Xo. 0) : 85 feet. 

No. 9. Lignite S-lj feet. 

No. 10, Massive white sandstone 

No. II. Top of Bald' Butte :..'. 

No. 12. Light-yellowish, argillaceous marl, with ocher caucretioiis, abaat 35 feet. 

No. 13. Carbonaceous shale, with seieuite 5 feet. 

No. 14. Carbonaceous massive shale 4 feet. 

No. 15. Hard, gritty clay, weathering bluish 25 feet. 

No. 16. Sandstone and sand of Wolf Butte ., 

No. 17. White clay? (seen only at a distance) 

From the bluffs at Ludlow's Cave, where there are a few scattered Norway pines, we got the 
first views of the Black Hills and of Slave Butte. We can also discern what our guide names " the 
rock with a hole in it," and the bluffs beyond the Little Missouri. 

Camp, Jwin 12.— In the midst of hills and buttes. After a wearisome search for a route through 
these lulls passable for the train, we have camped within seven miles of our last camping- place. 
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tliougli tlio odouieter reeocds a diatancw traveled of devcit uiilcs. Tiio couutry is a series of liills 
anil ravines. T lie geological section is tlie same as tliat last given. The sanil-rock affords very 
frequent exposures. iN'otwitbstauding a vigilant ssarcli for fossils, none have been seen to-day. 
The bed of lignite in outcrop in front of our camp last nigbt is seen toniglit in outcrop just back of 
oar camp, Tliese blnfi's, ia weatliering down, iiass through a great variety of forms, and give a 
great deal of rougliness to the landscape, while affordiiig a geological interest I have not before 
observed. 

Julu 13, — Immediately oa leaving the camp we pass near several sharp biittes that whow the 
effects of burut-ont liguite. The section of one, hastily taken, is as follows : 

No. 1. Sandstone, reddish ; one bntte has been semi-fused, near the top 15 feet. 

No. 2. Sandy, laminated shale 10 feet. 

No. 3. Conglomerate, as if from fnsiouj showing cinders, aslies, and sulphur local. 

No. 4. Black shale or clay .^ 3 feet. 

No. 5. Sandstone, local; included in — 

No. 6. Sandy shale 40 feet. 

No. 7. Lignite , G-S feet. 

No. 8. Sand, or sandy clay, seen , , 10 feet. 

No. 9. Turfed : SO-100 ieet. 

Total 16i-186 feet. 

Immediately on leaving these bnttes, we come dowR on to the formation underlying, which 
proves to be a heavy layer of bine clay, without inuch variation in composition or aspect, at least 
within the first 30 feet. This is both geologically and topographically lower, and even lower than 
the liguite meutioued as occurring at our last two camping places; though the first below the 
ligaite in some places is a saud or a sandy clay for the first eight or ten feet. 

We travel (July 13th) across a wide, nudulatiug plain, underlain by various strata of the 
above, alternating and varying horizontally with sandy clay and sand. Tlie last is, often massive. 
Along our right, a few miles north, occasional buttes rise, showing the composition and external 
features of those last described, and from which sections have been taken. This indicates that the 
level of the plain does not sink very much into the clayey formation. On our left, however, no 
siich buttes are seen. In the distance, perhaps twenty miles ahead of ns, can be seen a belt of 
white bliiifs, forming a continuous square shoulder, having afc this distance a different aspect from 
the shoulders and table-lands formed by the sandstone. The plain over which we are traveling 
shows no siliceous limestone fragments. lu the banks of the ravines which we cross are seen occa- 
sional irony concretions, but no fossils. 

Camp, July 13. — There has been no noteworthy change in tlie country since leaving the sharp 
buttes near camp this morning from that described in the last note. This plain is largely devoted 
to sage-brush and cactus. The latter is a low, spreading form, or that has flat branches two o"" 
three inches across, with frequent joints and changes of angle. 

Jult/ 14. — At C.istle Butte, ten miles fron camp, wi fiud tha first vertebrate fossils. Tiiey 
were discovered by Mr, G. B. Grinnell. They are in the northeast side of the bntte, about 15 feet 
above the base, which is 20 feet below the general level. The butte itself is cut into very fantastic 
shapes, the general form resembling an immense castle, from which we gave it the name. One 
spindling spire rises from the southwest side nearly as high as the body of the butte, and is capped 
with a thin piece of rusty sandstone. The section of the butte is about as follows : 

Section of Casile Butte. 

Ho. 1. Sand; friable, but with perpendicular walls, that rise on all sides, making it im- 
possihle to reach the top. This eoat^ains conrses of obliquely-bedded rusty sand- 
stone, and iron-covered, calcaveo-argillaceous concretions, the latter strewing the 
surface below with iron balls, about ,......,, iJO feet. 

No. 3, Rusty sandstone in one course of oblique beds 2-3 feet. 
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No. 3. PJasLic clay, yet bedded, of ji dark color, eoutaiuiiig iroQ-ball eoucretions iiiiil 
occasional wood-impresaioua and cbarred woody fiber. This also contains veins and 
irregular deposits of a curious bono-liUe substance, whieb mucb resembles tlie decom- 
posing ivory of Mastodon tusks, often found in tbe drift. The grain of these depos- 
its is always nearly upright. Spots on the otherwise uniform bluish surface of a 
lighter color indicate tliem, and the fiber, or that which resembles fiber, stands an 
inch or two above the Moor of the terrace on which they occur. They show no 
cellular structure. Tliey are solid and heavy, but crumble and decompose, or are 
washed away with the rains. They are probably of crystalline origin.* This clay 
also contains the vertebrate remains seen by Mr. Grinuell, seen about 110 feet. 

Total 163 feet. 

Over the clay of No. 3, above, we have traveled to-day and yesterday, crossing a dusty, cactus- 
covered, undulating plain. No. 1, above, is supposed to be that which occurs below (he lignite of 
the general section at Ludlow's Cave. 

Camp, July 14. — Fourteen miles from the camp of last night. In Prospect Valley. We have 
continued to march to-day over the undulating plain caused by the sands and clays below tht 
lignite bed, mentioned in yesterday's notes, till near the close of the march, when we came among 
the clay buttes, which have been visible in the distance ahead for a day or two. This is a re- 
markable range of buttes and conical and castellated hills, entirely devoid of vegetation, that runs 
north and sooth, in common with the valleys of this region. They constitute a region of Bad 
Lands. It is in these bnttes that the vertebrate bones were found to-day. We had some difSeulty 
in finding an ascent of this range of hills fit for the train. When once on the top, we find that 
instead of descending again wo are on an undulating table-land, -which is beautifully grassed 
hard and easy for the train. Traveling on this plain about a mile, we come to a most pleasant 
grassy valley, eight or ten miles wide, which opens before us, gently descending from the plain, 
and bounded on the opposite side by a range of low hills and buttes. There seems to be also an 
easy ascent from this valley on to the hills on the other side. It extends as far to the south as we 
can see, and to the north it is tributary to the Little Missouri. The hills on the other side of the 
Little Missouri are plainly seen in the distance toward the north west. Through the middle of this 
valley runs a little stream of water, which is outlined by a few bushes aud small trees. This valley 
General G. A. Custer appropriately named Prospect Valley. Here we have wood, water, and grass, 
all abundant and convenient. This valley is in the sand overlying the clay of Castle Butte, and 
the contrast between it and the plain, which is on the underlying clay, is very noticeable. We 
have seen, to-day, none of the siliceous limestone fragments, nor any pebbles or atones. There is 
no foreign drift here. The surface consists entirely of the weathered-down detritus from the 
sands aud clays of the rocks, and the soil varies with every change in the formation. The 
change of soil is accompanied with a corresponding change in the common vegetation. There can 
be no better esempliflcatiou of the dependence of the agricultural character of a" region on its 
geological. 

The disappearance of the siliceous limestone fragments on the surface is a fact worthy of atten- 
tion. They were seen for several days strewn over the ground, aud particularly on the summit of 
rounded hills. Wiien we reached the buttes and hills of Ludlow's Cave, they were especially 
abundant, and on the tops of thosebuttes they were associated with more porous, calcareous pieces, 
as well as with smaller and lighter-colored, more numerons fragments. I am satisfied that the 
place of origin of these pieces is very near the summit-level of this sand. I even found this lime- 
stone in place there, as described in notes on that place. We descended abruptly down on to the 
clay lying at the base of these buttes, and in coming west, and from that time to this, we have seen 
no more of those fragments. Their occurrence toward the east is an evidence of the former exten- 
sion of the rock of that age intact, over the whole, country, althongh the beds are now almost 
entirely demolishedand wanting, the level of the country being one or two hnndred feet lower than 
these. If the clay over which we passed today and yesterday lies really below the sandstone of 
"Thia mineral ia heavy spar, sulphate of baryta. 



J by Google 



Ludlow's Cave, and so below tbat bed of siliceous limestone, why have not tliose fragments also 
been seen on tliis side of the place where the limestone-bed was seen in situ ? There was certainly 
every appearance of a similar breaking down of the overlying sandstone, a fact which was noted 
at the time, and an occasional sandstone-capped butte on our right confirmed the opinion that wo 
were traveling on a lower geological horizon. There are three ways in which to account for the 
absence of these fragments : 

1st. The snperposition of the beds that I have given may he incorrect, and the clay that forms 
the undttlating alkaline plain may really lie above the sandstone of the buttes, conformably, 
although there is also a clay that I could not distinguish from this, found in the bases of those buttes, 
and although in descending from those buttes toward the west, we came down on to that clay and 
on to the alkaline plain. This supposition I regard very improbable. 

2d. This clay may belong to a later deposit than the roek of those buttes, being Tertiary, while 
those buttes maybe (Jretaeeous, and so may He unconformablyon the older rocks; i.e. those buttes 
may have formed a shore-line, or a lot of islands in the Tertiary sea, and all the broken-off pieces 
of the siliceous limestone on the west would thus have been buried in the Tertiary sediments, as 
far west as the Cretaceous layers ever estendeil. This clay, in that case, is not the same as that 
seen near the bottom of the buttes and hills at Ludlow's Cave. This supposition is the more prob- 
able, and it seems to me will satisfactorily account for the disappearance of the siliceous limestone 
fragments to the west of the blufifs at Ludlow's Cave, but it does violence to the observed composi- 
tion of those bluffs and the succession of parts in passing from them toward the west. No obsei- 
vation could be mora satisfactory than that of the infraposition of this great clay formation below 
that sandstone. 

3d. The layers of the bluffs at Ludlow's Cave may never have exteu ded further west along 
oar line of march than they now do, and hence the overlying stratum sup posed to have been the 
origin of these fragments could not have been stretched over this lower plain, aud could not have 
distributed them there. In that case we .are descending into the Cretaceous rocks as we go west, 
instead of ascending upon the Tertiary. • This is in harmony with my observations along our route, 
though on our right a line of low buttes was supposed to indicate the extension of the sandstone, 
also as far west as our present camp. 

Doctor Hayden extends the Tertiary as far east in this latitude as nearly to the Missouri Biver, 
as shown by his general map accompanying his final report on the geology of Nebraska. Again, 
a few miles south of my route, he has indicated the Cheyenne Valley as lying in a belt of Cretaceous, 
extending from its headwaters to the Missouri. I have not yet seen any reason to limit the 
Cretaceous along this route to any narrower area than required by the last supposition. 

July 15. — Kemained in camp, preparing dispatches to send by Indian couriers to Port A, Lin- 
coln. 

Jwly 16. — Leaving caiiip, the train takes a northwest direction round a point of hills and range 
of bluffs, facing our cjimp toward the east, and' so enters the immediate valley of the Little Missouri, 
while an exploring and reconnoitering party, under Colonel Ludlow, passes, with one company of 
cavalry, over the ridge, calculating to intercept the command on the opposite side, after they turn 
south. These hills, formed of horizontal strata, have scattering Norway pines, many of which are 
dead from fire and tempest. They are- mostly confined to the gullies and ravines. The tops of 
these hOls are in an arenaceons, chalky limestone of a white color, which disintregrates readily, 
but few fragments being found on the surface below. It might, perhaps, be properly styled an 
arenaceous marl, indurated. Sometimes it is rather firm, and of a gray color, but always arenaceous. 
Hothing but the upper 15 feet can be seen, the slopes being turfed. This marl overlies the clay of 
Castle Butte, as well as the sand that .forms its top. Above the foregoing, which rises, perhaps, 
200 feet above the Talley which we have crossed, and in which was our last camp, rises a bench or 
terrace about 50 feet higher, the top of which is similarly composed, and the slope turfed. These 
hills are known as Short-Pine Hills. The valley of the Little Missouri can be seen toward the west, 
the meandering of the river being marked by an interrupted line of trees and shrubs. 

Traveling three or four miles southeast on this platoau-ridge, we find more Norway pine than 
before. It grows on the brows of the bluffs and in the ravines. We finally reach a place where the 
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plateau descends or breaks oft' perpendicularly f/Oward tUe south,- formiog bald escarpments of rock, 
showing buttes and bluffs with ribbed sides, wrouglit in tlie marl and sandy limestone. Just liere 
t'j6 uppermost member seen consists of Iiarsb, arenaceous limestone, that perhaps ought to be 
styled a sandstone with lime-cemeut. .This is all white and overlies a massive sandstone that 
appears to be that forming the top of Castle Butte. It is about 200 feet. 

An immense valley lies here before us, extending toward the southeast, south, and west, the 
Black Hills being visible in a long range before us, including Bear Butte, Slave Butte, Crow Butte, 
Deer's Ears Butte, Blue Earth Butte, Topknot Buttes, toward the southeast, and Lodge Buttes in 
the Black Hills. 

In returning to the train we descend from this plateau to the valley o^ the west side, and pass 
northward along the foot of the lidge to its northern extremity, where we encounter the Little 
Missouii Eiver. Up this valley the train having passed, we follow it toward the southwest, aud 
overtake it after traveling about ten miles farther. 

Eeferring again to tliis plateau-ridge, known as Short-Pine Hills, we found it about eight miles 
long aud from three-fourths of a mile to perhaps two miles wide. It is nearly flat on the top, and 
covered with good grass. There are in it a few secluded and densely wooded ravines, but gener- 
ally the pine is very thin. The trees are small or short. There is nothing that will ever be valu- 
able for pine lumber. Geologically, we found the composition of the ridge to be as follows : 

Descending section in Short Pine Sills. 

Ho, I. White arenaceous marl, indurated, varying from a harsh arenaceous limestone to a 
sandstone with limy cement, cracking into small conchoidal blocks, that soon crum- 
ble into soil in the air; contains but little iron, buthasafewargillo-calcareous con- 
cretions, about 200 feet. 

No. 2. Massive, rusty sand, weathering into pinnacles and isolated" peaks. This is the 

same as that seen on the top of Castle Butte 50-75 feet. 

No. 3. Blue clay, locally varying to sand, seen 110 feet. 

Total height 3C0-385 feet. 

There are several interesting features connected with this clay, No. 3, above. 1st. It coutaius 
at different horizons what appear like concretions of saud. Tiioy are laminated, and the laminse 
are concentric, though the sandy masses are usually somewhat elongated. The sand on the outside 
of these masses is loose aud friable, but the interior is firm, and in most cases the inside of 
the mass is very hard, appearing darker-colored and close-grained, passing into an argillaceous 
limestone. These masses or balls were not observed to contain any fossils. They are entirely iso- 
lated in some cases, closely impacted in the clay, but usually lie in an interrupted course, having a 
parallelism with the stratification of the clay. They are apt to be coated with iron or an argilla- 
ceous iron-ore, 2d. A substance occurs here in a regular layer that was described as occurring in 
irregular patches in the clay of the Caatle Butte,. and ascertained to be heavy spar or sulphate of 
baryta. It has a fibrous grain or lamination, somewhat radiated, and in some places reminding one 
of the character of cone-in-cone, though never so perfect. This soon disintegrates in the air, aud 
rolls down the bluff in angular pieces of an inch or two in diameter. It pertains specially to a cer- 
tain horizon about 75 or 100 feet below the top of the clay, and is sometimes associated with a little 
calcite. 3d. Iron : This occurs as coatings to flne-grainod, hard concretions, of a dark color, which 
have no other concentric arrangement. The interior of these lumps, which are generally less than 
six inches in diameter, is apparently an argillo-siliceous limestone. There is not enough of this iron 
here to make it economically valuable, 4th, In this clay I found two vertebrte of what appears to 
be Madrosaurus, Leidy, and a variety of turtle-bones. The vertebra are about live inches in diameter, 
and are preserved. The turtle-remains were too fragile and incomplete to be of much value, I also 
found the ball of a large ball-and-socket Joint, its assignment being uncertain, and remains of wood. 
There is a gentle dip of these beds toward the south, so that the overlying sandy marl, of a white 
color, which has a gre&t thickness at the southern end of the ridge of Short-Pine Hills, is entirely de- 
nuded at the northern extremity of that ridge, the underlying clay and saud being bared of vegeta- 
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tioii and wrought into a series of " bad-land " bnttes. The rest of the day we traveled over a plain 
on this clay toward the south and southeast, the train having made thirty-one miles. 

6'aiMj>, July 16. — In view of the Black Hills ; on high ground ; among the cactus ; poor grass, 
110 water ; a Lard day's work. 

Camp, July 17 — We have come in a nearly south direction about nineteen miles, over an 
undulating plain, where grassy tracts have alternated sparingly with Artemisia and Gactus wastes ; 
water scant, but generally pretty good to-day. The surtlace has been hard and smooth till reaching 
our camping-place, wherO'We come to a very different tract of country; the whole prospect before 
us, as far as visible toward the Black Hills, being roughened by a net-work of ravines aifd alternat- 
ing clay hills. The latter are usually bare, their lower slopes being very scantily clothed with grass, 
the eroded and washed sides being entirely bare. These little eminences are of all heights up to 
25 or 50 feet, the ravines being dry. After the day's march it was not thought best to enter upon 
this tract, although we set out for the Belle Fourche this morning, as the air is dry and hot, and 
there is little appearance of water ahead. 

About three miles out of camp to-day 1 picked up a lot of black, limy concretions, filled with 
fossils, such as the following, identified by Mr. Grinnell ; Aturla hiangulata, M, & H. j Nueulaplani- 
marginata, M. & H. ; Pteria linguiformis, Ev. & Shu,; Vanikoro amhigua, M. & H. ; 8oaphites lar- 
vwforviis, M. & H. (?) ; Aetwon concinnus, M. & H. ; Amauropais paludinoiformis, M. & n. ; BacuUtes 
ovatus, Say, Terebratula, (Sp. ?} These concretions show no concentric lamination. They are hard , 
but part readily by a blow from the hammer along certain angular predetermined weather-cracks. 
Although these lay on the surface, they have not been far transported, there'being no drift in this 
region, and musthavooriginaUy pertained to some of the denuded overlying strata, probably to No. 
3 of the section taken at Short-Pine Hills. 

Slave Butte is flat-topped, like nearly all others, but Crow Butte and the little one near it on 
the east are irregular and dark colored, appearing at this distance aa if eruptive. 

To my surprise I saw to-day on the march a number of siliceous limestone fragments, exactly 
like those seen so numerously before reaching Ludlow's Cave. They lay on tlie open plain, though 
on a slight eminence above the general level. There were also a very few on the sloping ascent 
from the east in going up Short- Pine Hills. These are the only points at which they have been 
seen since leaving Ludlow's Gave Bnttes, a distance of about sixty miles. Bast of that point they 
are strewn generally over the whole country. They may occur here by reason of a demolished out- 
lier of the sandstone of Lndlow's Cave, the eminence on which they lie being the ruins of that out- 
lier, nothing else pertaining to it being so indestructible. 

Oamp, July 18, — On the Belle Fourche. Captain Eeynold'a trail passes near our camp, made 
fifteen years ago. Ho camped a few miles below this point. 

Immediately on leaving camp this morning we entered on a series of " bad-lands," consisting, 
as already described in yesterday's notes, of short ravines and small weathered-down mounds. 
Toward the Black Hills these change to larger and longer mounds, and finally to ridges, some of 
which, rising about 50 or 100 feet, are scantily clothed with Norway pine. The intervening valleys 
are sometimes beautifully turfed. These alternating changes in the prospect are very cheering and 
agreeable. I also noticed, on setting out_from camp this morning, that the shale or clay over which 
we were traveling was very much darker colored and in places somewhat fissile, becoming a shaly 
slate. This change continued to become more marked to our present camp. Just before reaching 
the Belle Fourche we come on two or three more prominent ridges, bearing pine and some scrub- 
oak, which, with the intervening eroded valleys, are perhaps 250 feet high. In these ridges I see 
the rock is slaty and that it dips perceptibly away from the Black Hills. There has been a great 
deal of iron on the surface, throaghont the whole of the march to-day, some of it being in large 
lumps. I have seen nothing, however, but clay-ironstone. of a gray color, coated with a peroxide. 

The bluffs back of our camp, which is on the northeast side of the Belle Fourche, are 350 feet in 
height, those on the opposite side being much less abrupt and less high. This altitude is got by 
aneroid in a slow rain. This thickness of strata consists almost entirely of grayish and blackish, 
fissile, slaty shale, without fossils, but contrains two or. three beds of marl, or what appears like 
marl, each three to five feet thick. These beds of marl, in their outcrop, are very conspicuous in 
contrast with the shale, which, on being wet, is nearly black. Some of this marl is of a light 
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oeherj color, and when powdered is free or nenrly free from grit. By these light belts I can see a 
few miles below our camp, iu hills farther east, that the dip is in the opposite direction in some 
places, such belts crossing the bare sides of the hills on the west, though I am not sure but this ia 
rather apparent than real. The actual dip may bo but little changed. There are, a few miles far- 
ther south, a few higher hills, evidently composed of about the same strata., that may have modified 
the local dip at this place, changing it a little from the normal direction. 

I presume the beginning of this slate to mark our point of entrance upon the Fort Bentou, or 
rather upon the metamorphosed condition of the Fort Benton. Whether that member of the Cre- 
taceous extends farther east and nortli I am unable to say, but am disposed from the evidence as I 
have observed it to believe it does. At our last camp there was a very marked transition t« this 
dark, slaty shale, the rock that immediately overlies it being a thin stratum of about 15 feet of 
rusty sandstone which extends toward the southwest no farther than that camp. The 'strike of 
that stone there followed the outlineof a little ridge overlooking a wide prospect, toward the south- 
west, across which the strong westerly winds swept clouds of dust and sand. From that point to 
this we have traveled over the Cretaceous, probably some of its lower strata. These beds corre- 
spond in lithological characters very closely with the Fort Benton group of Messrs. Meek and Hay- 
den. There is evidence here, however, of some change by metamorphism, occurring probably at the 
time of upheaval. 

July 19. — Eemained in camp. It rained all day. 

ENTRANCE INTO THE BLACK HILLS — FROM THE BELLE BOUECHE TO HEENG-YAKA-GA PEAK. 

Camp, July 20. — We are in the midst of sandstone hills, the layers of which dip north at an 
angle of about 8°. We struck this sandstone formation about eight miles from camp this morning, 
having traveled till then, after crossing the Belle Fourche, on the overlying blackish, blue, and gray 
fissile shal6 mentioned in the notes at the Belle FoUrche. We have traveled about eighteen miles, 
but probably are not that distance from our last camp. 

To the northwest of our camp rises, one 6{ the highest of these hills, distant about three-fourths 
of a mile. This seems to be made up of sandstone, at least all that can bp seen is sandstone, of a 
light color, weathering rnsty, pinkish, and reddish. Within it is not red. No fossils seen. Some 
very thin layers are of an arenaceous marl, but the mass of the whole is quartzose sandstone, show- 
ing a thickness of several hundred feet. It sometimes liolds angular fragments of soft shale. It 
has some clay-ironstone and other irony concretions. There is a talus of perhaps 100 feet that can- 
not be seen. The whole height of this hill is 500 feet, measured by aneroid. Bear Butte, toward 
the south, can be seen from this bluff. Among these hills are a few Norway pines and guarJed burr- 
oaks. 

Julfi 21. — Immediately on leaving camp this morning, I discovered a deeper red color in broken 
spots in the sandstone of some of the little mounds and in the ravines, indicating the approach of 
what had been denominated the Med Beds, supposed to be of the age of the Jurassic. In that case 
the sandstone measured near our last camp would belong to the Dakota group of Cretaceous. 

A little farther on I see exposures of red marl and sandstone to the extent of about 40 feet, the 
whole dipping east at the usual angle, which is not more than 8° oi' 10°, yet the height of the little 
mounds which liere take the place of the flat-topped sandstone bluffs, shows that the formation must 
be ecpsiderably thicker and largely composed of more friable and probably marly rock. The rock 
immediately underlying this.red sandstone here is a bed of white sandstone having a thickness of 
at least 3 feet. Large masses of the overlying light-colored sandstone lie on the flanks and bases 
of these red mounds, tumbled down from their summits with age. 

Casts of the interior of a belemnite are numerously strewn over the natural, somewhat turfed 
surface, along a belt about 10 feet thick, just below the tops of these little hills. This is taken for 
the Belemnites densus, M. and H., characteristic of the Jurassic, though it seems to occur here abo ve 
the supposed base of the Cretaceous. These casts are composed of calcite, of a gray or ashy-gray 
color, having a radiated, fibrous crystallizalion.* 

At a nice little creek, about ten miles from camp, flowing easterly, red sections arc exposed, 
"See the Smtthwniau Contributions to Know lodge. No. 173. Paleontology of the Upper Missouri, liy Meek and Hajden. 
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both in the creek bauks and in the hills to the west, the dip being west. I obtain here, by uniting 

both, the following downward section : 

Section in the Itedwater Valley. 

No. 1. White sandstone, massive; firin, bat tumbling down in large blocks by the disin- 
tegration of the underlying ahale; seen IS feet. 

No. 2. Green shale, laminated, flue, containing crystals of gypsum, about 45 feet. 

So, 3. Fossiliferous conglomerate. This has (juartB pebbles, pieces of greenish shale, 
and fragments of bivalve fossils, {Gamptonectes bellistriata, Meek,) and fragments of 
Qrypkwa : 2 feet. 

No. 4. Purple shale; laminated, fine, toward the top arenaceous.- 10 feet. 

No. 5. Snowy gypsum 4-6 feet. 

No, 6. Bed, massive, or indistinctly bedded, arenaceous marl, weathering into a slope ; 

seen about 75 feet. 

Total exposure 156 feet. 

No. 6, above, holds a few thin layers or veins of gypsum. This section probably covers the line 
of superposition of the Cretaceous upon the Jurassic. This section occurs just after crossing the first 
creek, after leaving camp, and within the valley of the Bed water. 

In camp, July 21. — We are in a valley made by the excavation of the soft Jurassic beds, with a 
range of bare, red bluffs toward the north — indeed, in nearly all directions about us. On the westj 
however, a higher range, capped with the Cretaceous, can be seen over their tops, the sandstones 
at the base of the Cretaceous forming an important geological cause for prominent topographical 
features. In some places the Jurassic is broken away entirely to the Cretaceous hills toward (he 
west. 

A beautiful spring of hard water, with a temperature of 45° Fahrenheit, is situated within the 
camp. It is so copious that it furnishes water for nearly one thousand men, with their horses, and 
six hundred and fifty mules. The water, however, has a cathartic effect ou those who driuk freely. 
It rises from below a layer of white gypsum, about a foot in thickness. 




Ill this little valley are slight evidences of a foreign .drift. There are pebbles of a quartzite 
and of a gray feldspathic rock, as well as dioritic, in the bed of an arroya just south of our camp- 

On the surface of the valley in which we are camped, sometimes half a mile from the range of 
sandstone bluffs formed by the Lower Cretaceous, are seen very large quartzite bowlders. These 
can be referred without much hesitation to the sandstone of that range, as they show sometimes a 
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gradation of characters to the characters of that formatioii. These large masses show several iater- 
eatiug features, due, prohably, to snbaerial causes. 1st. They are much harder and sometimes a little 
redder than the sandstone from which they were derived. They do not 
disintegrate by crumbling, as that sandstone sometimes does, but by 
parting into blocks. 2d. They ace metamorphie, changed to a vitreous 
quartzite, in which the arenaceoas composition is greatly obscured, 
if not entirely lost.. 3d. Their upper surfaces are often very smooth, as 
if polished. There seems to have been an epoch between the Dakota 
Group of the Cretaceous and the Drift, when silicification of surface- 
lying fragments was one of the effects of atmospheric agents. 

July 22. — On leaving camp, toward the south, we enter a vast 
gypsiferous region. I had noticed a whiteness of the surface and a 
g white rock capping the buttes and hills in the direction we were to 
■" travel before setting outTrora camp, and even yesterday before camp- 
■!3 ing, and had presupposed a change in the formation, some lower beds, 
I perhaps, rising to the surface ; but had afterward surmised this peculiar 
§ color might be the effect of gypsum, yet had not by far estimated the 
^ amount of actual crystalline gypsum to bo what it is. It dissolves easily 
§ and surcharges the water that falls as rain on the surface, and is after- 
v,"^ ward redeposited as an efflorescence, especially on bare rock or marl 
I g surfaces. Here are a number of beds, the thickest of which forms a 
^ S capping to a range of buttes and bluffs running east and west, and can 
;^ S be seen two or three miles. This lies below the gypsum beds I have 
e - already mentioned, but forms the floor of the flat on which we camped 
i s yesterday, and hardens the water of the spring at that place. 
%^ A butte which lies just south of our last camp, about a mile dis- 

(Sf jg tant, affords the flrst good opportunity to take a section of these gyp- 
^ ,0 sitterous beds. This is but one of a number that lie on either hand. It 
'^ i rises boldly and pyramidally above the flat in which it stands, and, 
^ ?£,with its white cap and its narrower white belts,' constitutes at once a 
'■ §_ remarkable illustration of the effect of atmospheric agents in demolish- 
(^ing these Eed-Beds and exposing thecontaincd mineral to the cupidity 
of man, and of the impunity with vfhich nature displays her treasures 
when none but the shiftless Indian beholds them. 

The level of the top of this butte forms the level of the country 
after ascending the range of hills about three-fourths of a mile further 
south. Figure 1 gives the section of this butte and shows the acces- 
sibility of the gypsum, which is purely crystalline and white. 

Figure 2 is a profile of the march of July 22 and a portion of that 
of July 21, intended to show the manner of occurrence of the gypsum in 
the lied-Beds. 

Camp, July 22. — We are camped four or four and a half miles east, 5° 
north, from Reeng-ya Ka-gd* and on a ravine, with water, a short dis- 
tance below where Xieutenant Warren camped. Although Jurassic 
hills surround us and hide our view, except the top of He6ng-ya Kagii, 
yet the Carboniferous limestone, which immediately underlies the Eed- 
Beds, forms the floor of the plain on which we are situated, and is 
exposed in the bed of the creek half a mile above our camp. 

In our march to-day we have passed over millions of tons of the 
purest white gypsnm, which occurs in the tops of the Jurassic bluffs. This remarkable gypsiferous 
horizon is about 60 feet above the Carboniferous limestone, as seen near the end of to-day's march, 
bnt near the camp of yesterday it lay over 100 feet above it. The Triassie, (or Jurassic,) lying 
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uncoil form ably oq the Carboniferous, causes a great variation of the relative position of the Iioriz 
of t-be gypsum in regard to the highly-tilted beds of the Carboniferous. 





On the left of our march to-day we passed within a 
' few miles of what appeared like a range of sharp up- 
heaved granitic or trap hills, rising about 1,000 feet 
above the valley in which we traveled. Lack of time 
prevented a visit to those hille. Lower hills, surround- 
ing this cluster, have the Carboniferous limestone in a 
liigbly-tilted position, sloping nearly with the direction 
of the hillsides, about their lower flanks. This is a 
hard, metamorphic, flne-grained stone, and as yet I can- 
not make out more than 40 feet of it. It is closely in- 
volved with the upheavals. 
July 23. — Visit to Seeng-ya Ka-ga. — This isolated mountain, which lias been visible in our front 
for several days, has, at a distance, a characteristic form. Its summit, which rises high enough to 
mark it as an important peak among the hills that surround it, has the shape of an inverted saucer, 
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with another smaller inverted saucer lying on the top, ami covering its central third part. This 
visit was made in company with General Ctistcr, Colonel Ludlow, and two companies of horse aa 
escort. Before reaching it we pass over three or four foot-hills, composed of Jarassic and Creta- 
ceous, the latter usually more sparsely represented and capping the hills when we come near the foot 
of the main hill. These formations are not greatly disturbed by the uplift, but still show a very 
perceptible dip away from the moiiutain. Just at the foot of the mountain we leave the cavalry. 
Here we enter upon the Carboniferous limestono, which has a dip of about 30° from a horizontal, 
varying from 20'' to 00°, sometimes presenting shoulders that have a confused dip, or stand ver- 
tical. Over this we climb to a heightof about 500 feet to the top of a circular ridge which incloses 
the main colummar center of the mountain. Passing along this ridge toward the south a short 
distance, one party turns to the right and ascends the mountain from the east or northeast, while 
I, with Professor Donaldson and Bear's Ears, an Indian guide, cross the gorge separating us from 
the central mass. Crossing a wooded glen, where we find a refreshing stream of cool water, we 
ascend the peak from the south and find ourselves the first on the summit. Urora here we see the 
shape and structure of the peak. The shape of the summit, which at a distance has the aspect of 
a small saucer lying on a larger one, both inverted, is caused by the central mass rising above the 
rim or ridge, by which it ia nearly surrounded. The only opening in this rim is toward the north 
10° east, where it is entirely wanting. This ridge is about three-fourths of a mile distant from the 
central mass, in all directions, and gives the outline of the larger saucer. It does not rise as high 
as the central mass. Its main axis runs about north and south, varying a little east of north. The 
intervening space is occupied by a dark valley, narrow, and shaded with Norway pines. It is very 
difacult, and in many places impossible, to pass from the ridge to the center across this gorge, the 
rock rising sheer up on nearly all sides about the central mass. Figures 3 and 4 exhibit profile 
sections through the mountain, the former from our camp towardthe west, and the latter north and 
south. With a spirit-level we can see there are higher hills toward the east, rising, perhaps, 500 
feet above this peak. 

As to the geology of this mountain, it comprises a single isolated outburst, which occurred 
after the deposition of the Oarboniferons limestone, and before that of the gypsiferous Ked-Beds. 
The former was greatly tilted and shattered by the disturbance, and the latter are but little dis- 
placed, probably not more than can be attributed to elevations that subsequently raised the coun- 
try above the Cretaceous ocean. The Carboniferous limestono seems to be warped into a wave- 
like surface, when exposed on some of the lower flanks, a. fact also noticed at other places, and lies 
at a high angle of incline all about the mountain's base.- The mountain itself consists of a light- 
colored basaltic rock resembling phonolite or oliuk-stone. It is tough and heavy, ringing under 
the hammer. It is sparingly but not cryptocrystalline. It has no distinguishable free quartz. 1 1 
is apparently feldspathic, but not porphyritic. It has fine disseminated folia of mica, and occa- 
sional larger fibrous masses of what appears like chlorite. It is not well characterized. While it 
cannot properly be denominated trap, it still is an igueoua rock, thrust through the sedimentary 
strata. It may have resulted from the fusion or partial decomposition of the lower sedimentary 
rocks. It contains very little iron. 

There is a very marked system of perpendicular jointage-planes, that cut the main ridge east 
and west, the individual planes being about 10 inches apart, or closer. Another system runs 
northeast and southwest, the pianos being four feet apart, and tipped (their tops) toward the south- 
east about 10° ; while a third system runs perpendicular to the last, and has the tops inclined 
toward the northeast about 10°, These larger divisions of the rock cause, on being weathered, 
the columnar structure seen all '.about the sides of the central mass. There is, besides, on the west- 
em side of the central mass, a fourth system of joints, that slope toward the west at an angle 
of about 45°, which gives the whole mass at that point the appearance of being a heavy bedded, up- 
heaved sedimentary rock. 

This central coulSe, which has the form of a horseshoe, since it is inclosed by the outer ridge 
of that shape, has exactly the contour and opening required for the formation of a local glacier. 
There can be no doubt but that toward the close of the GHaeial Epoch glacier-ice did pass north- 
ward from this mountain. The evidence of transportation of drift has already been noted, (see 
notes on July 21,) lying to the north and directly in line from this couli^e and its outlet. 
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The east side of tlie borseshse ridge is made up of much the same kiad of rock, but weatliers 
whiter. It is very much cut up by divisional planes, and stands up in vertical dike-like ridges in 
some places on the east and southeast. It seema to hold more of the alkaline earths than the cen- 
tral cone. 

Gamp, July 23. — In the same place. 



July 2i. — We set out from camp nearly east, and at once ascend the slope underlain by the Car- 
boniferous limestone. This undulates in small knolls, having a changeable dip in all directions, 
with often smooth, bare surfaces for about a mile, when pieces of a different kind of limestone ap- 
pear on the surface, demonstrating a Change in the underlying rock. These lioon a gently-ascend- 
ing inclination and are coincident with the beginning of timber, the area of the Carboniferous lime- 
stone already mentioned being generally without timber. These pieces are of a coarse, granular, 
magnesian limestone, having the lithological characters of the Lower Magneaian Limestone of MiU' 
nesota. They a»6 stained with pinkish spots and white calcite crystals. They are weathered 
rough, and are nearly white. They seem to be, or have been, constitatod of substances of differ- 
ent degrees of hardness, as they have become cavernous under the weather; at least they show 
thimble and pot-hole depressions, though not so regular as these words denote. They are harsh to 
the feel, even arenaceous. They hold greenish, apparently argillaceous, often angular blocks. 
They show no fossils. 

The first ridge we pass over has a very steep descent toward the east, and is about one hundred 
feet high and a fourth of a mile across. It seems to be caused by this limestone, but is covered with 
a considerable soil, that supports the best pines we haveyct seen. The overlying limestone, already 
named as the Carboniferous limestone, seems not to be separated from this very widely, as it forms 
no distinbt ridge, but disappears imperceptibly in making the ascent of the first ridge. 

We pass on east about a fourth of a mile, nearly across the strike of the rocks, when we got 
down another step, about 100 feet, through a grove of small trees and shrubs, {Populus tremuloides, 
mostly,) when we turn aoutlieast down this valley, I soon discovered a good exposure in the bluff 
oa the right, made up of limestone and white, loosely-cemented sandstone, as follows, in descending 
order : 

No, 1. Magnesian limestone 8-10 feet. 

So, 2. White, loosely-cemented sandstone 20 feet. 

There is also a very steep talus below the sandstone, of about 75 feet, hid by turf, probably 
made up of the same sandstone. Dip, west, 25° to 40°. 

On the opposite side of this valley, which here is not more than 300 yards across, the same 
sandstone occurs, exposing about 50 feet, but it is here very much stained with iron, and bteccl- 
ated, showing a rough exterior, with purgatory openings. It is deeply fractured and parted. So 
dip is ascertainable. This is no doubt a portion that has been tossed up and down a "number of 
times. Some large portions of this are wldte and massive, indicating the original condition of the 
whole. 

Ascending the east side of this valley, we pass again over the foregoing sandstone, magnesian 
limestone, and Carboniferous limestone, and reach a flat very similar to that on the other aide of 
this valley, the surface of which is very closely nnderiain by the Carboniferous limestone. Over 
this flat we travel several miles, when we descend again into a perfectly similar ravine, where we 
find water ; and, finally, ascending from it, we travel again over a flat of exactly the same sort for 
about four miles toward the east, when we descend again by steps, caused by the same formations, 
into the third valley of exactly the same kind. This is handsomely turfed and green, with no 
shrubs in the bottom. 

Viewed from the bluff, before descending into it, it forms a long serpentine belt of green among 
the trees of darker foliage, somewhat suggestive of a slowly-winding river. The high, rocky bluffs 
that appear among the pines oil one side and the other detract nothing from the general semblance 
of a great river-valley. The flats before mentioned are difiicult of travel for a train, There are a 
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few standing sound pines, but tUere seems to have been here, as_in many otlier parts of tlie BlacU 
Hills region, very extensive fires, tbat bave burned tbe former forest and left the charred trunks 
and limbs scattered on tbe surface. Among tbese bave sprung up a perfect mesh of shrubs and 
small decidnous trees, mostly trembling aspen. We have to this place passed some pretty good 
Norway pine, but by far the greater portion is small, and not more than 12 inches in diameter, and 
low-branched. A great many .of the trunks are scarred by former fires, and may be unsound. 

Camp, July 24. — We are camped in the third valley already mentioned, and about five miles 
from where we first struck it, toward the southeast. On reaching this valley, General Caster turned 
to the right, ascending it toward the center of tbe main mass of the Black Hills. It is narrow, not 
being generally more than one or two hundred yards wide, though it spreads sometimes to three or 
fonr. It is at this time very profusely ornamented with flowers in bloom, from which circumstance 
General Custer ga?e it the name of Floral Valley, although the Indians call it Miune-Lasa Valley, 
on account of a clear and rapid stream which we encountered about half a mile above the point 
■where we struck it. This stream seems to sink into the earth, and becomes larger as we ascend. 

The rocks of the notes of this morning, which lie nearly horizontal over a wide extent of 
country, judging from tbe aspect of the hills and ravines, as seen from some of the bluffs toward the 
north, and form the immediate surface, continue on both sides of this valley, affording occasional 
exposures of sandstone, to this camp. The sandstone presents the same cavernous and iroa-stained 
exterior as already described. Wo have advanced to-day, with great diflleulty, about ten and a 
half mUes, though but seven in a right line. 

Julp 25. — ^Leaving camp we pass on up the same valley, crossing the stream occasionally, as it 
swings from one side to the other. We find it the same as yesterday, very profusely covered with 
flowers. The timber of the hills is Norway pine. In tbe valley, bordering the grass belt, is trem - 
bling aspen, some of which is 4 to 6 inches in diameter, but the greater portion very shrubby. Th e 
pine is rather small, and will not be molested for a great many years. 

After passing about nine miles from camp up this valley, a change occurs in the contour of the 
hills, and indicates a corresponding change in the rocky structure. At the same time I see the first 
of a species of spruce, {Abies alba, or nigra.) The sandstone is here seen to form, in the distance of 
a quarter of a mile, a synclinal, the opposite angles of slope being plainly exhibited in the face of 
the left-hand bluff. Very s.oon a very prominent upheaval of limestone also appears on the left, dip 
l>ing also at an angle of about 30° down the valley, (northwest.) This holds fossils, among which have 
been identified the genera StreptorJiynchus, Athyris, and Zaphrentis, by Mr. Griunell ; the specific 
characters not being preserved. The stone is nearly white, crystalline, subsaccharoidal, and coarsely 
granular when weathered and hard. It has somewhat the aspect and texture of a crinoidal lime- 
stone, but without stem-sections of crinoids. Twenty-five feet seen. As this is entirely a new 
development in respect to the geology of tbe Black Hills, (see United States Geological Survey of 
the Territories, third annual report, p. 12, F. V, Hayden,) and being somewhat uncertain about the 
relation of this limestone to tbe foregoing sandstone, having passed an interval of non-exposure, 
(nearly three-quarters of a mile,) I returned, and repeated my observations. Noting carefully every 
indication of dip, and watching the float-pieces on the hillsides, I came to the conclusion that this 
limestone underlies the foregoing sandstone, This I shall designate tbe Minne-lusa Sandstone, from 
the Indian name of the valley in which it was discovered. 

Going on up this valley, which now could more properly be styled a canon, cut out as it is in 
a rock so bard, with such high and rocky walls on both sides, this limestone is seen to appear in 
vast proportions. It reaches a thickness of at least 245 feet, that being the height from the valley 
to the top of the hills, measured near this point by aueroid. In tbe face of the bluff at the place 
measured, this limestone is not constantly exposed. The principal exposures are in the form of 
shoulders, separated by taluses which may conceal -other rock. Thus, near the top, and for 20 or 
25 feet downward, a perpendicular wall of horizontal beds of limestone faces the valley. This 
limestone can be seen to extend to other adjoining hills to the north and northeast in a horiaontal 
position, forming their crests, its white serpentine line marking the summit level of several 
divides between tributary valleys. Below this, after passing over an interval of little or no 
exposure of 30 to 50 feet, bestrewn with large fragments, there is another line of exposure which 
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forms a shoulder in the hillside. This is also about 20 feet high, of the same kind of hard crystal- 
line limestone, often porous. The third lioe of exposed rock is about 75 feet below the last, and is 
of a close-grained and argillaceous character, and of a drab color. It is very hard, and stands in 
perpendicular faces, with broten-dowu places filled np with tains, this line being the last exposed. 
This, also, forms castellated and isolated bluffs and pinnacles. From the tops of the hills, which 
are flat-topped and sparsely overgrown with stunted pines, can be seen a wide extent of country, 
having about the same level, very rough and rocby, cnt by a net-work of ravines and caHons into a 
series of the most forbidding ridges, knolls, and valleys, undulating before the eye, but shining with 
the reflected sunlight from the white spots of exposed limestone, and bristling with scattered and 
stunted pines. These caiions, and the short intervening areas of table-land, are very similar to 
those passed over the day we entered Floral Valley, but are far more deeply cut and less wooded. 
Along this valley here, the dip of the rock being in general toward the northwest, thereisauotiee- 
ablo difference in the aspect of the two sides, the left-hand side, as we go up, being rocky, and the 
other timbered and with very little rock exposure. Farther down, however, in the area of the 
sandstone, where the strata seemed nearly horizontal, this contrast is not observable. 

This limestone has a great resemblance, both in its own lithological characters, and in the 
castellated, weathered exposures along the valley, to the Upper Silurian, as seen along the east side 
of Green Bay of Lake Michigan. The fossils mentioned as found in its lower portion this forenoon, 
will admit of its being of the Silurian, Devonian, or Lower Carboniferous. 

The beautiful stream, from which the Indians call the valley Minne-Lusa, or Ennning- Water 
Valley, disappears again about three miles above the place of appearance of this limestone forma- 
tion, and simply an overland, dry channel can be seen. On searching, I find the stream, which 
carries as much water as the Belle Fourche where we crossed it, rises in a series of springs within 
the area of half an acre. 3?he channel, however, about a mile above, has again a little water, and 
here we make camp, about twelve miles from last night's camp, the road having been all day 
rapidly ascending, but obstructed by necessary crossings of the creek. 

Gamp July 25,— In the Minne-Lusa Valley. 

July 26. — We travel on up this valley, the stream boooming very small and at last disappear- 
ing, to a divide, four miles from camp, where the valley widens out, and the timber, which has all 
the morning largely been made up of spruce, is smaller and somewhat mixed with aspen. Here is 
a flat about half a mile over, though there are low hills, made up of the same limestone, on each 
side, that are more smoothly rounded off, and inclose and continue the valley right over the divide, 
and down again on the other side. Here the train begins a descent. At the divide, which occurs 
in the great limestone formation, the bottom of the valley is about seventy feet below the top of the 
formation, which forms the surface of the country over a vast extent in this quarter. Before 
leaving the divide, I choose a conspicuous, treeless hill, about one-half mile from the valley, as a 
point of observation, lying on the left of oar route. From here I see the same fossiliferous lime- 
stone as that seen yesterday, forming the very top. When I say fossiliferous, I mean that it has 
traces of fossils only, and that very rarely a fragment can be got that is sufficient for identification. 
From this hill the country appears to be of the same character as noted yesterday, no prominent 
hills being visible, except far to tbe north, very blue in the distance, the whole being a limestone 
region with narrow valleys or eafions. The country is here densely wooded with spruce and Norway 
pine, the former being larger than the latter, and making nearly one-half of the whole. The lime- 
stone here shows a coral structure. This structure consists simply of small circular pores, opening 
perpendicular to the weathered surface, about an eighth of an inch apart. 

This morning ice was formed at camp. The air is cold, sky is clear, wind is south, and my 
aneroid stands on this hill 23.17. This, compared and corrected by a mercurial barometer at Minne- 
apolis, and referred to the ocean, gives an elevation of ■ feet above the sea. 

Passing down this valley, the bluffs continue to show the same composition, the light-colored 
limestone forming their summits as far as any rock is exposed, the height of the iuclosing bluffs 
gradually increasing till near the place of camping, when I ascend the bluff on our left hand, and 
find its aggregate height to be 646 feet by aneroid. In ascending I make notes and measurements. 
These summarized, and itlaced in descending order, become as follows : 
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Section of the hlvffs of Castle Valley. 

TSo. 1. Perpendicular cliff of liglit-coloretl,niagnesiati, crystalline, compact limestone (iO feet. 

No. a. Talus to the brow of second perpendicular cliff 28 feet. 

No. 3. Perpendicular cliff of light-colored, crystalline, magnesian limestone 94 feet. 

No. 4. Talus to "the brow of the third perpendicular cliff, , . - 59 feet. 

No. 5. Hard, reddish-gray limestone, with chert 18 feet. 

[Note. — No. 5 waa found at other places in this valley to hold cyathophylloid corals 
and crinoid stems.] 

No. 6. White, coarse sandstone, with small, rounded, quartz pebbles; conglomeratic 20 feet. 

No. 7. Eed sandstone with glauconitic particles ; seen 10 feet. 

No. 8. Talus to the top of a turfed shoulder 44 feet. 

No, 9. Talus to the bank of the creek. In this talus a greenish shale is indicated by 

fragments thrown up by gophers, its thickness being 40 or 50 feet probably 313 feet. 

Total height of the bUiff 646 feet. 

Tbis bluff is but one of a series of equal height, that, like immense castle-tops, seem to inclose 
and guard the valley, whence it was named Castle Valley, 

Camp, July 26. — We are camped about a mile below the high bluffs above noted. A short dis- 
tance below our camp we encountered a small party of Indian hunters, with their families. Get- 
ting into diflculty with our Indian scouts, they suddenly decamped. TUey belonged to the Eed 
Cloud agency, and were not aware of the expedition. 

July 27.^>pposite our camp, on the east side of the valley, is an outcrop of very flne-grained, 
homogeneous, dark, garnetiferous mica schist, which rises by aneroid 270 feet, if a talus above be 
included, over which pieces of the same are scattered. This is the rock comprised in the lowest 
talus, at the point where the bluffs were last measured. This schist rises in almost perpendicular 
slaty sheets, which have their tops tipped north, 10° east, though there are jointing planes that cut 
it into rhombs. The bluffs here rise about 80 feet still higher. This amount is made up of con- 
glomerate and sandstone. The only exposure of these beds that can be seen comprises about 30 
feet of light, loose, coarse sandstone, somewhat conglomeratic, exactly like that seen in the bluff 
about a mile farther up yesterday. In the slope above this, although no rock is visible in situ, 
are seen surface-pieces, which contain a species of Lingulepis. These pieces are thin and shingle-like. 
They are glanconitic, and were doubtless embraced in a loose and easily destructible rock, as the 
original beds, whatever they were, are all weathered down, and the surface bears some turf and 
trees. Back of this hill rises another bluff, separated from it by a deep ravine, which is capped 
with limestone, and is the equivalent of that measured yesterday. 

Half a mile below camp this mica-schist becomes more a talcose slate, holding isolated beds and 
pockets of quartz. These quarts deposits are here conformable with the bedding; indeed, they 
make up a part of the bedding of the rock, having been segregated at the time of the metamor- 
phic change. 

The general dip- of the Silurian for a number of miles back is very gentle to the north. Indeed, 
it seems almost to be zero, the descent of the valley In the rock appearing sufficient to bring to the 
surface these slates and schists. The lowest talus noted at the measurement of Castle Bluffs, 
which has here proved to have consisted of metaaiorphic rocks, I observed first seven or eight 
miles above our present camp, lu going down this creek this talus gradually becomes more prom- 
inentj and forms hills and knobs that inclose the creek closely, even so that we cannot get through 
with the train, the higher limestone bluffs retreating farther back. The following profile of the 
left bank of this creek shows the relative positions of the limestone bluff and those formed by the 
sandstone and the mica schist. This section is general. It is broken and cut by cross ravines. 
There are several large masses of a coarse, pebbly conglomerate on the slope nearly opposite our 
camp. Whether they are from the same horizon as the conglomeratic sandstone, seen in the bluff 
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opposite camp, I eanuot liere decide, as the moiiud oti which thej lie, aad everything above them, 
is turfed over smoothly. 



Fig. 5. 




General sacbion of tlie Lafb Banh of Box Eiilsr Cree-h, at Camp, Jiilij S6. 

Gamp, Julji 27, — The same as July 26. 

July 28. — In leaving camp this morning we strike nearly east, leaving the valley of Box EUler 
Creek, which General Caster named Castle Creek, from the rounded and high buttressed bluffs that 
here inclose it, and aim to camp on the same creek, a few miles farther down, thus escaping a very 
narrow and deep canon, through which the creek passes, in this mica schist. In emerging from the 
valley, I observe that the limestone bluffs stretch no farther south, but terminate by a line of iso- 
lated hills, that extend eastwardly, thus bringing in, in full force, the metamorphic rocks that suc- 
ceed the low Silurian, that formation being involved in the bases of the limestone bluffs. Once 
getting away from the immediate creek valley, and so out of the effect of the principal drainage- 
courses, these metamorphic rocks are seen to weather down smoothly, though they would be ex- 
pected on general principles to form very high and persistent hills. The whole country falls off 
several hundred feet toward the south onto the area of these metamorphic rocks. Here they spread 
out 80 as to form prairie-like, undulating plains, that are entirely treeless. One of these plains we 
pass over, and find thereon a large stack of elk-horns, whence the Indians call it Elk-Horn Valley, 
a name which is appropriately changed to UlkSorn Frairie. 

Finding it impossible to continue in this direction more than three or four miles, with the 
train, we turn hack toward the southwest, and camp about three miles below our starting-point on 
the same creek. 

Gamp, July 28. — Three miles below the last camp on Box Elder Creek. This valley here is 
inclosed by rounded hills and bluffs, in the same way, that rise 50 or 100 feet, formed of the same 
or very similar dark rock. 

July 20. — We leave camp, southeast wardly, following up another tributary valley, along which 
the same rock shows in similar exposures. The dip here, as in yesterday's observations, is very irregu- 
lar, both in degree and direction. On our left are seen, on the tops of the hills, occasional columns, 
formed by jointing planes, from which the surrounding rock has been denuded, left standing 10 or 20 
feet high among the pines. In this direction we find the country for two or throe miles, at least, cov- 
ered with pines, the most of which are but few inches in diameter. There are, however, a few scattered 
old trees, that are 2 to 2J feet, and would do tor timber. Some spruce is also observable. About 
three miles from camp we pass on our left a rocky point, or hog's-baek, which at a distance appears 
like a trap-dyke, but which is really made up of a heavy, hard, gray, micaceous quartzite. It con- 
tinues but a short distance, though one or two more can be seen rising still higher toward the 
southwest, about the same distance from the line of limestone cliffs. The line of limestone cliff's 
that marks the termination of that formation, runs northeast and southwest (nearly north and south) 
through here. Toward the west and north they are visilile along our march for five and a half miles, 
about a mile away, but not to the east. At six miles from camp the view of these hills is also cut 
off on the west by the intervention of a high conical hill of the kind of rock last noted, which has 
much the outward appearance of dark trap-rock, but within is gray, with blackish glittering specks 
resembling mica, and consists, apparently, almost entirely of quartz — a micaceous, finegrained 
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quartaite, gray, hard, and homogeneous. From this point to the night's camp the general characters 
of the country remained much the same, though it becomes more completely wooded and more 
mountainous, rendering it almost impassable for our ti'aiu. The valleys between the hills are 
frequently free from trees, beautifully grassed, and often ornamented with a great variety of flowers 
in bloom. In these valleys are frequent springs of cool, pure water, and small streams. Through- 
out tho most of the day's march the mica^sehist has shown a constant and high dip to the east. 
The rocks of the Lower Silurian are uncomformable on this schist. When they last appeared they 
were nearly horizontal, but the mica-schist has everywhere had a marlced dip, varying from 20° to 
perpendicularity. In some places the mica predominates over the quartz, and then the surface is 
much smoother, the rock being greatly weathered down. The country then has the appearance and 
character of an undulating, treeless prairie, the soli of which gutters -in the sun with particles of 
mica. In other places the quartz largely predominates, wheu the country becomes very rough and 
the rock constantly exposed. In the former case, the schist is flexible and specular. In the latter, 
it is hardly a schist, having more the nature of a quartzite. In both eases it is homogeneous. There 
is, however, a third aspect which it has, and one which is probably the most common — that of an 
ordinary, rather fine mica-schist, with beds and nodules of milky quartz. This quartz certainly 
occurs in irregular bunches, and nodular layers, foUowingthe direction of the bedding or lamination 
of the schist itself, though it is of course of chemical and concretionary origin, not sedimentary. 

Camp, July 29. — Camp was chosen about ten miles from last night's camp, on a littl'e ravine 
running east. We are surrounded by high mica-schist hills, and the little stream passes into a 
narrow caiion in this rock, about half a mile below our camp. The train does not reach the place 
selected tin daylight next morning, 

July 30, — Leaving camp.at 7 a. m. we travel southeast, and soon strike a smooth valley ruuning 
In the same direction. On the left of our march, after going about four miles, we have a rough and 
precipitous range of hills, one or two outliers of which (Cockscomb Peak) are on our right. The 
lower exposures of these hills, and also those oo the right, are all of miea-schist,;dipping, however, 
to the southwest, and finally to the south. Inclosed iu lumpy masses, in a manner similar to the 
Inclosed masses of milky quartz mentioned yesterday, in this micarschist^ are large pieces, and 
almost contiuuous layers of coarse granite, the feldspar of which is white, the quartz glassy, and 
mica coarse and flexible. In these large fallen pieces of granite are black crystals of what ap- 
pears like tourmaline. They are prismatic and pyramidal in form, some an inch or two in diameter, 
and six inches long; others not more than an inch in length, and one-eighth inch in diameter at the 
larger end. They all seem to run to points. Passing ou about three miles farther, and a little to 
the east, we come in full view of a range of granite hills running nearly north and south. This range 
of hills presents more ruggeduess and bare rock than anything we have before seen. Approaching 
the foot of these hills I pass over one or two \ov{ parallel granite ridges that seem to lie in the 
mica-schist, and are now thrust 10 or 20 feet above it by reason of its being more easily and deeply 
eroded by surface and atmospheric agencies. These have a dip toward the west, with abrupt sides 
toward the east. The mica-schist becomes more and more granitic by iuterstratiflcation, yet the 
schist itself maintains its distinct characters, and prevails up to the very base of the granite, and 
even appears, iu thin contorted laminse, in the granite itself. This granite is a white feldspathic 
granite, and not red, as I>r. Hayden desciibea that he saw in the Black Hills, and all its ingredients 
are coarsely crystalline. 

Gamp, July 30,— We traveled ten miles, nearly southeast from our last camp, and are ina wide, 
grassed valley, through which runs a stream. This valley here subsequently receives the name of 
Custer Park. The gold-seekers who accompany the expedition report the finding" of gold in tho 
gravel and sand along this valley. 

Camp, July 31.— Ouster Park. The expedition delays here a day or two to allow the animals 
to recuperate, and to afford time for reconnaissances into the hills in different directions, and to 
the C3heyeune Valley, south and east. 

Gamp, August 1.— We are four or five miles about east of our last night's camp. We had yester- 
day a long and tiresome trip to Harney's Peak, of which I made brief notes on the spot. We reached 
camp so late as twenty minutes before one o'clock this morning. The reconnoitering party consisted 
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of General Caster, Colonel Ludlow, General Forsyth, Professor Donaldson, and myself. Colonel 
Ludlow's assistant, Mr. Wood, also accompanied the party, who were escorted by a company of 
horse under Lieutenant Barnum. The party shaped its movements according to the desire of Colonel 
Ludlow for topographical purposes. We set out north, and passed to the [southeast of the peaks 
which wore mentioned the day before in coming into Custer Park. We traveled about two miles 
in that direction, among bald knobs of granite and schist, with some grassy valleys between, when 
we turned more eastward and ascended a ridge of granite hills, passing it at a low point, which by 
aneroid was 903 feet above our camp. On ascending this ridge a most magnificent prospect burst 
suddenly upon us, which caused us each, on reaching the summit, to utter au exclamation of surprise 
and wonder. An expanse of from six to fifteen miles stretched out before us toward the east, soatli, 
and northeast, filled up with just such objects, in just such positions and proportions, as go to make 
up an artist's ideal monntain-landscape. This expanse consisted in the main of a valley, winding 
through the timber of which, toward the «outh, could be seen a beantiful meadow, through which 
ran a stream of water half concealed by the tall grass. In the east we could limit the view ouly by 
timbered hills of granite, the bare rock of which stood ont in isolated peaks and buttresses. A 
grassed valley, but narrower, also ran off in tbat direction, fingering out among the mountains 
from which it gathered its many tributaries. To the northeast, however, was the grandest sight 1 
ever beheld. This was a truly Alpine view. Here was Pelioh on Ossa. This was toward Harney's 
Peak, only the top of which, as we supposed, could be seen from our position. Very near us, and 
cutting off our view north, was a series of spindled peaks which, though massive and imposing, 
proved to be mere pigmies to the giants of the same shape and character that rose in the distance. 
These latter hid ■ Harney from our view, though we mistook another peak, very similar, about two 
miles to the southeast, for Harney, and made for it on descending. In the valley before us stood 
np scattered, conical, granitic " sugar-loaves," in the background of which, rising nearly as high as 
old Harney himself, was a perfect nest of organ-pipe peaks, whose sharp spindling tops immediately 
suggested the name Organ Peaks, which name they retain. There are two such nests, and they 
were both in view, separated not more than three-quarters of a mile. These bare rocks, presenting 
in the morning sun a light surface, as they rose above the almost universal pines, afforded a most 
striking contrast with the dark-green foliage of the forest, and very appropriately received their 
name- 
On descending from this divide, where we had made an involuntary halt, we commenced a 
winding course toward the peak which we took for Harney's. Its crest presented a sharp ridge, 
with perpendicular sides, running about north and south, having nearly a flat top, and had been 
seen by Colonel Ludlow and myself from a limestone bluff in Castle Valley a few days before, and 
80 identified as Harney's. We found it very diflcult making our way toward this peak, as the 
country was very rough, the valleys, instead of being broad and grassed, were narrow and rocky. 
In them, sometimes, the trees had been thrown down by fire or tempest, often half consumed and 
left charred, and a thousand shrubs and small aspeua, that almost everywhere in the northwest 
follow spontaneously a downthrow of the evergreeu forest, had made a perfect netted mesh, through 
which no horse could pass. Avoiding these, and the places that presented nothing but bald rock 
surfaces, we had still a winding, inconstant, intervening belt of varying width on which grew the 
principal and largest trees.. This was on the lower flanks of the hills, where there was safflcient soil to 
afford strong rooting for trees,and not enough water to make it soft — for in many of the valleys there 
are very deceptive, and often grassy, treacherous bogs, that caused several horses to mire — so that 
we finally found ourselves, about noon, at the foot of the peak at which we aimed. Here ran a 
beautiful stream toward the east,though it was perfectly invisible till we were on its very brink, 
so dense were the bushes and brush through which we filed our way,' At this point I read the 
barometer, which stood 34.35. Ahead of us could be seen an irregularly ascending, half-timbered 
ridge, rising toward the summit of the hill at which we aimed. We were traveling toward the 
northeast, and at flrst took the southwestern slope of this ridge, but afterward passed over its crest 
to the opposite side, where we picked our way slowly along, leading our horses among fallen trees, 
blackened logs, and sliding masses of rock, till we finally reached a point where our horses could be 
led no longer. By this time the advance had dwindled to throe persona, Generals Ouster, Forsyth, 
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and the writer, tlio topographers having delayed for taking sights to prominent points, and the 
escort being more slow in getting up. Here we abandoned oiir horses, unhitched, as we knew they 
were too weary to go far, and the orderlies were not far behind, and began a scramble for the top, 
which lay at least 250 feet above us. At first we mounted with great agility an easy slope, where 
ISrge, loose masses formed a rough talus, and rose to the summit of a shoulder. Here we met a 
perpendicular wall that forms the blade-like portion at the very top. After breathing a few min- 
utes, General Custer and I began an examination of this wall. It stretched to the northwest about 
60 rods, and aftbrded not a single break or niche that could be used as a support in auy attempt to 
scale it. At length, bat before the arrival of any others of the party, we discovered a place that 
presented a possible ascent. This blade-like ridge, which has not more than an average width of 
25 feet, has, on its southern or southeastern end, a number of eroded channels, giving it a dated 
surface. These gullies, if continued farther, would constitute the vacancies that exist between the 
Organ Peaks, and would convert the whole ridge into another magnificent set of organ-pipes. They 
are simply weathered-out jointing- planes, and if crossed at a proper angle by another system, would 
produce, under the inflaenee of atmospheric agencies, a columnar exterior that would give the peak 
the aspect of the central, conical mass seen in Heeug-ya Ka-g». We chose what appeared to be the 
most practicable of these eroded channels, and he with his rifle, and I with hammer and barometer, 
by literally crawling closely to the rock, bracing ourselves across from side to side and seizing every 
available knob of projecting feldspar, reached almost simultaneously, by different routes, the top, 
or what api)eared from below to be the top. This, however, was some distance still farther, though 
not much higher. Descending a short notch, where we separated again for a second scramble, I 
found a narrow valley, (in which grew a very fine and tempting array of red raspberries, Bubiis 
strigosua,) leading, by a steady ascent, out to the very summit of the peak. Passing up this, iuclosed 
by perpendicular walls on both sides, I emerged upon the top, and sat down, or dropped down, to 
rest, almost exhausted. The rest of the scaling-party soon came up. General Custer flred a salute 
of three shots from his rifle, we drank from our canteens to General Harney, and, after a Inneh, 
decided to visit another peak lying toward the northwest, which rises some feet higher than that 
we had ascended. From the point at which we stood, 1,012 feet above-the creek flowiug along the 
llpse of this mountain, we commanded the most extensive field of vision that we had yet beheld in 
the Black Hills, We seemed to be in the center of the most rugged and forbidding tract of the 
Black Hills, On nearly all sides, bare rock and sharp peaks rose among the pines that partially 
enlivened the scene. Toward the east and south we could see beyond and over the ioterveniug 
hills, and discerned the plains, and distinguished some of their maiu features. The location of the 
ontcropping edge of the Bed Beds was evident by the redness along a belt of country near the hills. 
Toward the north, (7"^ east of north, true meridian,) Bear Butte rose high enough to show its sum- 
mit and allow its identification by its regularly rounded and massive form. The Organ Peaks are 
the most attractive object toward the west. They lay west 15° north, by compass,* and about a 
mile distant. Beyond them a distant range of mountains was dimly visible, but toward the 
north and northwest the view was cut off by the hills themselvesi Although this is the granitic 
nucleus of the Black Hills, the region of the sedimentary rock, particularly of the great limestone 
formation farther north, is without doubt the highest above the ocean. The valley in which our 
camp is can be seen, especially some of its easterly ramifications, from this peak. Indee<l, the view 
toward the south, embracing a tract of open, grassy valley, with considerable pine, and much 
smoother than in the opposite direction, attbrds a remarkable contrast with the wild ruggeduess of 
the view toward the north. 

The scaling-party having decided to visit the second peak, whose ascent appeared practicable 
for horses. General Porsytlj and the writer descended as we came up, for the purpose of taking our 
horses, while the rest advance northwest toward that peak and And a place of descent toward the 
north. Partly riding and partly leading, we passed along the western side of the blade-like crest 
Bomehandreds of feet below it, then down into a steep and deep ravine, and ascended the other side. 
This ravine we passed as near its head as possible, and left on our left a cluster of sinall granitic 
peaks that stand in this valley, cut by jointing-pianes and weathered doivn to pyramidal forms by 

of the compass here was IfP east. 
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tlie operations of nature. Besides the perpendicular jointing-planes, these little peaks disclose 
some tbat are nearly horizontal, so that they are near their tops dtsjointed or cut off, the separated 
Joints appearing displaced and ready to totter 
off. In that way how many joints above them 
may have fallen down since their first ex- 
posure, reducing them to their present dimen- 
sions, the ages of geology will never reveal. 
They probably once stood as high as the Organ 
peaks stand now, or as high as those peaks 
ever stood. They are now six or eight hun- 
dred feet lower. Up the southeastern- side of 
Harney No. 2, 1 with difficulty led my horse, 
and took him over the very summit just as the 
foot party were starting on the descent again, 
led by General Ouster; for they had no sooner 
reached this summit than they beheld what 
could not be seen from the first peak we 
ascended, owing to the intervention of this, a 
third peak in direct range northwest, rising, 
very evidently, several hundred feet higher. 
Plunging Into a labyrinth of ravines, ridges, 
trees, bushes and rocks, they were very soon 
out of sight. Here I found myself, with my 
horse, on the summit of a mountain alone, with 
no certainty of being able to follow the foot 
party, for General Forsyth had been delayed 
by taking charge of the escort. Nevertheless, 
my horse and I got down, and on the opposite 
side, for this peak was very much smoother 
than the first one we climbed, the rock having 
crumbled so that in many places the surface 
\¥as covered with rusted crystals of feldspar. 
The foot party, by a detour to the left, round 
a lower intervening hill, reached the foot of 
the difficulties of the real Harney's Peak some 
time later than I with my horse, by plunging 
into a ravine toward the right that was wooded 
with small pines, but afforded good footing 
for my horse. Dismounting to fire at a doe 
that was startled by my approach, and fol- 
lowing it up unsuccessfully, General Ouster 
encountered my horse and rode up to the 
same place. The ascent of this peak was 
very similar to that of the first. We made it y' 

together, the rest of the party being delayed .-'' 

for similar reasons as before. We found here /'■ 

a long, narrow ridge of bare rock, along / . 

which we passed, occasionally coming to - / ■"^ 

broken-down spots that had to be crossed by / "% 

letting each other down and helping each ,"' 

other up. Finally, a massive wall, the very ,-•-' 

end of a higher ridge, confronted us, barring otir further progress. Turning to the right and 
descending, General Custer found a practicable ascent to the top of this second ridge, while I 
managed as before, and scaled a perpendicular ascent in a weathered-out angle between jointing- 
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planes, rising tliaa abont 50 feet. This, bowcver, was not tlie summit of tlio peak itself. We found 
it impracticable to further attempt its ascent. Another perpendicular wall confronted us, rising 
about i5 feet. Ttie sun had already set, a long return-march was before ns through a very rough 
and unknown region, and we made bnt a short stay. We saw from tliia peak very nearly the same 
view in all directions as already described from the first peak ascended, though it rises C23 feet 
higher than that, being 1,035 feet above the oreek where my barometer was noted, near the base of 
the first peak. The outline of the summit of Harney's Peak, which we found inaccessible on the 
southeast, is sliown in profile by the adjoined skoteh. This proflle runs northwest and southeast. 
The summit ridge itself is from 25 to 50 feet in thickness, and extends by estimate about an eighth 
of a mile, though there are other ridges toward the northwest, half a mile further, that greatly 
resemble this, and rise nearly as high. They are separated by deep ravines and notches, which 
were, doubtless, at first filled up with the same kind of rock. 

Taking samples of the roek, and driving an emptied copper cartridge-case into a cleft in the 
granite, we left therein our names and the day of the month, and began w hat proved to be a long 
and tiresome night-march back to camp. 

The rock which makes up these peaks is a gray or white fcldspathic granite, the separate crys- 
talline ingredients of which are coarse and contain crystals of black tourmaline. It is not inter- 
sected with dikes nor with quartz veins. It is simply a massive granite, with a tendency to a co- 
lumnar fracture near the mountain peaks. There seems to have been an important system of joints 
running northwest and southeast, and a much less conspicuous one crossing it about at right angles, 
for the mountain peaks have the form of thin crests with nearly flat tops, running northwest and 
southeast, and only partially broken down by cross-openings from northeast to southwest. This 
granite, massive and unatratifled as it is, still is joined to the overlying schists by a number of 
interstratiftcations of schist and granite, a fact that was noticed at two or three favorable points. 
It is not meant here to say that the granite was derived fi-om a conformable underlying sedimentary 
rock, for there was not sufficient opportunity to gather data on that poiut, but there is certainly 
some reason for supposing that to have been the case.* 

EEOONNAISSANCE TO THE MOUTH OF FREKCH CEEEK. 

August 2. — Three days having been assigned to a reconnoitering party destined to trace Out to 
the plains the creek on which we are camped, and to visit the Bad Lands toward the southeast, we 
set out from camp early, hoping to obtain before our return a collection of mammalian fossils from 
the Tertiary. This party is also accompanied by topographical observers and by Mr. Q, E. Grin- 
nell, of Yale College, and his assistant, Mr. North. Our escort is two companies of horse, under 
Oolonel Hart. 

About a mile and a half from camp we pass a reddish quartaite, that reminds me at once of the 
quartzite lying below the Saint Oroix sandstone of Minnesota and Wisconsin. Its geological posi- 
tion is also very nearly the same as that. Between this point and our starting- pi ace we passed 
over a country occupied by the usual varieties of micaceous schists and slates. High, sharp hills 
are formed by this schist, usually sparsely timbered. The same is true of this quartzite. Besides 
mica-schist there is seen near here a dark, apparently hornblendic, roek, appearing in exterior char- 
acters like trap, rising in sharp hills, from which fall down angular blocks. This I have seen in 
several places, and note again about three miles from camp. This is possibly eruptive. Near it 
are sometimes very coarsely crystalline granitic knobs, that appear to have been caused by, or to 
have accompanied, such disturbance. They slope away from the black hornblendic liills, and die 
out in the plain or valley on the further side. In these isolated granitic masses are some of the 
largest tourmaline crystals yet seen. They here reach 5 to S inches in diameter, and present the 
same internal characters as in the smaller crystals. They are embedded with white feldspar erys 
tals in the granite. At eight miles from camp we come again upon the red or reddish-gray quartz- 
ite, having passed a short interval of schist and granite. 

' By a system of triangulatioii by Mr. Wood, Haroey'a Peak 13 found to bo 4,200 foot above our camp, whloh, by 
uniting my barometrical observations witb it, makes the moiitJi of Fceneh Crook, which was nearly readied August 4 
by a reconnoitering party, 6,200 feet below Harney, or about 9,000 feet for the beight of Harney's Peak above the ocean. 
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Aliout a mile fartlier the valley becomes narrower, and wooded with pine. Aloag tUis valley 
generally is good pine, some of the trees being 3 feet in diameter, but rather short, rarely sufficient 
for more than one log. Smaller trees are sometimes higher, and will make two or three logs, though 
that length is very rare. They are all apt to be knotty, with dry branches for some distance below 
the spreading top. 

At about eleven miles from camp we pass near a quartzite hill, with schist outcropping iu 
nearly vertical beds on its slope. This quartzite here is gray, but where weathered becomes red or 
flesh-colored. This hill rises about 200 feet. On the opposite side of the creek another similar 
hill rises 500 or 600 feet. Indeed, as we pass on we find ourselves in the midst of quartzite hills 
rising from 100 to 600 feet, their sides being often too steep for ascent. Among these the creek 
takes a very tortuous course, the rock often shutting as off from its right or left bank. Pines cover 
the whole. The exterior aspect of this quartzite is generally very rough and angular, large blocks 
being occasioned by jointing-planes that intersect it. The declivities on which it occurs are so ateep 
that many pieces have fallen into the valleys. I have not been able to make out any dip nor even 
any bedding. I simply see large pieces of tliis quartzite, and also large, bare, smooth areas lying 
on these hills, if not conforming in contour with the original form of the upheaval of the schist, at 
least giving contour to the hills at present. It is certainly a metamorphosed sandstone, and seems 
never to have been covered by any later formation. 

In camp, August 2. — We have had a hard day. We became entrapped in the cailou through 
which the creek runs, and had to retrace our steps a number of times, climbing hills where our 
horses could hardly go. My horse actually did overbalance backward and plunged headlong down 
the hill over a man, who was only saved by a log that was above him. The man was somewhat 
hart, but the horse was not. 

The character of the valley changes most remarkably before getting out of the granite. It 
becomes a narrow gorge or canon, the bottom of which is from 500 to 800 feet below the tops of 
the inclosing hills. At first only occasional hills of that height shut us off, rising perpendicular, 
and by crossing to the opposite side we often could find a passage without ascending the bluffs ; 
but finally, as tliey became more numerous, they formed a continuous wall, with perpendicular rock 
oil both sides, rising several hundred feet above the creek. The perpendicular portion oi these walls 
was generally near the top, comprising 50 or 100 feet, the creek-bed and a narrow talus on either 
side being completely filled with immense boulders and fallen masses, through which the creek rolled 
and plunged, often entirely invisible by reason of sinking below the visible surface and running 
among the interstices below. Over these boulders we found it diflicult to pass and impossible to 
conduct a horse. We seemed to have reached the small end of a funnel-like valley, through which 
we could not take our horses, so we bad to retreat to some place where we could ascend the bluffs. 
Haying found such a place, by returning about two miles, here we formed camp in the valley. The 
aggravation of this defeat is not diminished by the feet that we had seen the prairie beyond from 
some of the hill-tops, and the stratified rocks were visible on the tops of the caiion-walls in nearly 
horizontal beds when we returned. 

Augmt 3. — Leaving camp at 7 a. m., we ascend the bluffs on the right. 

I have noticed ever since the day of the visit to Harney's Peak a very slight tint of pink or 
flesh-color appearing in the feldspar crystals in the granite. This has apparently increased in dia 
tinctness and depth (}ra^utt%, till here the feldspar is "red," as Dr. Hayden styles it. The granite 
is also more crumbled, the general surfiice being often covered with a gravel made up of small 
pieces of quartz and feldspar, among which the Morway pine seems to flourish. 

Getting on the bluffs we see the open prairie immediately before us. We slept within three- 
quarters of a mile of open, smooth traveling last night. Just before leaving the heavily-wooded 
granitic hills the canon of the creek makes a right angle, turning to the east. 

Immediately after getting out of the wooded portion of the hills, which here very nearly coin- 
cides with the line of commencement of the Silurian rocks, I descend a little ravine rnnning east, 
tributary to the creek, and make the following observations on the horizon of the Lower Silurian : 

f see no schist, but immediately on the granite seems to lie a reddish or gray compact quartz- 
ite that is probably the same as that seen yesterday, forming the capping to a number of hills. It 
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shows hero perhaps 30 feet, and passes npward inbo a conglomerate, though the features here of 
this conglomerate are less distinct, andit is much finer than the coarse conglomerate seen in Castle 
Valley, 

Section on French Creelc, ascending. 

No. 1. Gray or reddish qaartzite 30 feet. 

No. 2. Somewhat couglomeritic quartzite • - 1 foot- 
No. 3. Argillaceous sandstone, somewhat shaly ; red ; in heavy beds and in thin ; also in 
small, lenticular masses or inconstant beds that crnmble out and make the face 

of the wall appear massive 3» feet. 

No. 4. Light red, nodular and laminated argillaceous sandstone, variegated with light 

spots, as if burned and partly fused and then hardened 5 feet. 

No. 5. Eed, arenaceous limestone, holding cyathophylloids and fueoid marks ; also cri- 

noid stems ; shows alickensides 30 feet. 

[Note.— The last is also somewhat conglomeritic. It holds occasional quartz-pebbles 
three-quarters of an inch in diameter.] 
No. 6. The last passes into lighter-colored conformable beds of heavy, arenaceous uiagne- 
sian limestone, showing the same fossils and perhaps also brachiopods, and black 

markings that may be graptolites 4 f'^et. 

No. 7. Softer, sometimes carious, light-colored, magnesian-limesfone; bedding heavy, or 
massive and crumbling. Contains imprints of a brachiopod resembling Spiri/era. 

This stone is vesicular, and seems to hold the fragments of many small fossils C feet. 

[Note, — The last runs below a talus, and the section cannot be continued consecu- 
tively at this place, A rounded hill, that is probably made up of the beds seen to 
coTue above the foregoing in other portions of the Black Hills, rises just to the east of 
this exposure to the height of more than 100 feet higher. It is probably mainly com- 
posed of limestone, and its surface is overstrewu with fragments of a light sandstone 
or quartzite, referable to the light sandstone seen juat above the (lower portion of the) 
Carboniferous limestone, after entering the Minna-Lusa Valley, Jnly 24.] 
Add for this limestone 100 feet. 



Total exposure 211 feet. 

These beds all dip at a high angle to the southeast. The hills die out very suddenly toward 
the south, the whole country becoming prairie-like, with grassed undulations, caused only by t!ie 
rocky substructure. There is also a slight drift scattered ^ver the surface for a short distance from 
the hills. 

Following this ravine to its uuion with the creek, I find it passes into a deep caiion, where the 
inclosing rock is a brecciated limestone. This limestone presents much the appearance of the 
brecciated limestone of Mackinac Island, at the head of Lake Huron , 

The Eed Beds appear within a mile. At the place where I observe them there is an immense 
thickness of conglomerate and breccia, made up of red sandstone fragments and pieces of the Car- 
boniferous limestone, with some shale. This, I think, covers the horizons of the sandstone and 
limestone seen in the northern part of the hills, July 24j the latter being the first under the Ked 
Beds. 

The Ked Beds are not so much disturbed, being simply tilted. To have produced this breccia, 
tJiere must have been a grand fracturing and grinding of the strata, with movements up and down. 
The red color of the fragments of sandstone involved in this breccia must be attributed to the 
downward infiltration of coloring matter from the Eed Beds above. The part hero observed was 
probably overlain by some of the shore-deposits of the Eed Beds, the lapse of time having driven 
farther and farther back the outcropping edges of all the formations, so as to render the effect of 
such infiltration visible at the surlaca The Eed Beds here consist almost entirely of sandstone, 
with a bed at the bottom of white sandstone. Thus, in descending order : 



J by Google 



49 

Section in the Hed Beds, on French Creek. 

Eed sandatoue ; seeu about 50 feet. 

White aandstooe 10 feet. 

Eed sandstone -, 35 feot. 

White saDdstoue 1 foot. 

Total seen 96 foot. 

Tlie Eed Bed§ die out by two or three alternations with white sandstone, introducing the 
Diikota group of the Oretaceoug. This sandstone, near the bottom, is white here, but above it is 
darker. It has a thickness of about 125 feet, judged only by passing along. The Fort Benton 
clays are very charaoteriatically exposed, being dark purple, and have a thickness of about 75 feet. 
Over these appears the Niobrara, which, at the base, is limefetone in thin beds, very mach like the 
same along the Big Sioux Eiver, above Sioux City, in Iowa, and show, as there, Inoceramus proh- 
ematieus, Schlotheim, &c. Above it becomes softer and marly, weathering yellowish. The thick- 
ness of this member It is difficult to estimate with reliability, because the slopes it forms are turfed, 
so as to include, either above or below, some of the other members. Judging from a terrace, how- 
ever, that is made by it, I place its thickness at 150 feet. Above this comes a light, ashen clay, form' 
ing " bad-lands," rising in huge mounds and in bluffs that inclose the valley. This is probably the 
Fort Pierre group, and has a thickness of at least 250 feet. Colonel Hart, finding it impracticable 
to proceed farther, we relactantlyabandon the idea of seeing the Bad-Lands on the other side of the 
Cheyenne, and make a camp. 

Gamp, August 3. — Within six miles of the mouth of " Plenty-Spring Creek," according to Louis 
Agiird, our guide. He says the names of French and Spring Creeks, as represented on the map of 
Captain Baynolds and Lieutenant Maynadier, 1859-60, are interchanged. 

August 4, — Eetum march. In passing back up the valley, I observe that between the Fort 
Benton clays and the Niobrara is a coarse, pebbly sandstone, 15 feet. This seems here to bo in 
different beds and local, one bed being 30 feet or more below the other. 

We follow the valley of the creek to the hills, and then turn off to the right, passing to the 
north, more directly toward camp, and camp early on a stream that has very little current, thickly 
beset with beaver-dams. 

During the day I have not been able to make any valuable observations. I have seen no gyp- 
sum in the Eed Bods on this side of the Black Hills. 

I cannot resist the conviction that the largest portion of the upheaval of the Black Hills took 
place aft«r the deposit of the Carboniferous limestone, else there would be isolated {iroas of the Eed 
Beds at higher levels, and they would show everywhere more disturbance. They seem only to 
occupy a regular belt, surrounding the hills on all sides, never rising so as to be seen within the 
hills. I ha^'e no doubt but the hills have been elevated farther subsequent to the Eed Eeds, but the 
shattered condition of the Carboniferous limestone and the underlying sandstone (July 24} is so 
complete, that it shows plainly that the Eed Beds, if overlying, could not have escaped a similar 
breaking up. I have seen the former made up of limestone and sandstone in angular pieces of all 
sizes to C feet, thoroughly mixed, the whole stained red, overlain by the Eed Beds, undisturbed 
beyond a gentle dip. All the other formations — those of the Cretaceous— are in this respect like 
the Eed Beds. There must also have been a still earlier upheaval, throwing out the Devonian, 
unless that be represented in the great limestone formation. 

I have said the granite shows apparently an increasing redness toward the south. That is soj 
bat I do not feel sure that it is not entirely due to weathering and iron stains. To-day I have seen 
large white crystals of feldspar in the rock, the same as at points farther north, and, at the same 
time, near by, the ground appeared red from red feldspar-gravel from the disintegration of the rock. 

Camp, August 4. — We are about six miles from the general camp, in the midst of large pineSj 
on a small creek, which is shut in by high hills of schist. 

August 5. — Eeached camp after traveling about two hours, at 9,30 a. m. 

The reconnaissance toward the south, accompanied by Colonel Ijudlow, took one day leas time, 
and arrived back to-day about two hours later than we. 
7 BH 
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RETURN MARCH— FROM COSTEE PARK TO BEAR BUTTE. 
August 6. — We leave camp this moruiug on our return march to Fort A. Liucolu. Iq passing 
northwest along onr old trail, I see the change in the dip of the schist again plainly exhibited 
about fifteen miles north of our last camp. The change is from northwester west to east or south- 
east. When we reach sight again of the Lower Silurian, which is about twenty-flve miles north 
of our starting-place of this morning, I see the beds nearly horizontal, but the schist is highly 
inclined to the east, though these two observations are here two or three miles apart. The lime- 
stone capping the high hills to the northwest is not sufficiently tilted to have been thrown up when 
the schist was. The line of strike of this line of limestone bluifs is north, 25o or 30*^ east, by 



ZJuring this day's march we get from the tops of some of the hills most magnificent views of 
the mountains in our rear; the ruggednessof the peaks, and the shading of blue from mountains at 
different distances, uniting to make a picture that, for boldness and variety, is seldom equaled. 

Gamp, Aitgust 6. — Wo have returned nearly on our trail, passing two of our camping- places, 
bat made a detour to the west by which we found a better road and made the distance somewhat 
shorter. Our present camp is about four miles southeast of that of July 28. 

August 1. — In passing again over Elk-Horn Park, we travel about a mile east of the interrupted 
line of limestone bluffs, and I observe everywhere the schist dips east at a high angle, such that 
the limestone, which is nearly horizontal, could never have been conformable with it, and as I have 
seen no unconformability between that limestone and the Lower Silurian, I cannot but think also 
that the Lower Silurian never lay conformably on the schist ; and hence that the age of the 
upheaval of the Black Hills has been mistaken by Dr. Hayden, who, I believe, says they must 
have been thrown up since the Cretaceous. 

After traveling about eight miles to-day, the schist becomes irony, and, although I have seen 
no irou comparable to. the specular hematite of the Lake Superior region at NegauneCj yet the 
slatiness of the rock, and its specular cleavage, remind me of it. 

A few miles farther northeast, after passing the first noticeable iron in this schist, I see a 
breccia, or brecciated conglomerate, made up of pieces of slaty schist, quartz pebbles, and argil- 
lite, the flrst-named greatly predominating. The whole is charged with an iron cement. This 
occurs within a mile or two of the line of limestone hills. 

The country is much less mountainous in the belt of the schists and slates, as we apx>roacli the 
limestone region, than in that of the granite, and much smoother than in the area of the limestone. 
The most disturbed region is in the neighborhood of Harney's Peak, and, so far as I have seen yet, 
it may be regarded as the granitic center of the Black Hills. The eruptive force, whenever it 
occurred, was most powerfully exerted there, dying out much more gradually toward the north 
than toward the south. 

Camp, August 7. — We are on a flue creek, running south and joining one from the northwest. 
Just as we reached this camping-place, before thcarrival of the train. General Custer and Colonel 
Ludlow killed a large cinnamon-colored bear, and soon after the Indians killed another. 

August 8. — In leaving camp we climb with the train the hills on the east of the creek, and find 
an open, undulating country stretching off northeast, and travel in that direction. The rock is 
not often exposed here, though sufficiently to exhibit plainly the geological structure. Fires have 
destroyed the trees, so that almost everywhere there is a growth of small aspens, with a few other 
shrubs. There are also a great many small pines and aspens, 10 to 20 feet long, lying dead on the 
ground, prostrated by wind from the northwest, some are half burned ; but the most of them appear 
to have been dead when they fell. Similar low hills run along the west and northwest side of the 
creek we just left. They have no rock in outcrop and no live timber. 

Passing along northeasterly about six miles, the line of limestone bluffs is plainly visible about 
five miles away toward the west, but northwest there is a single bluff or peak, capped with lime- 
stone, not more than tbnr miles away. 

On these barren knobs is a good deal of iron-ore, in loose small pieces. It is stratified in the 
rock with quartz, and as yet does not appear to amount to much, though I have seen a gradually 
increasing irony composition in the rock for a day or two. This iron pertains to the quartzite that 
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lias been inentiooed as forming the tops of low hills ia the southeasteru portion of the Hills, 
{August 3.) The strata of this quartzite here have a strong dip to the east and sonth, but I am 
unable to determine its thickness. I see about 10 feet. 

Passing on a little further, I see beds of strongly ferruginous quartz in the sebist over which 
wo are traveling. The schist here stands nearly vertical or dips to the northeast. 

Again, ashort distance further, I encounter large pieces of a conglomerate, and then come upon a 
red sandstone, lying in large blocks on the surface. This is coarse. This and the conglomerate 
seem to be nearly horizontal.* 

After passing a smooth divide, we begin a descent toward the east. Before us lies almost a 
treeless, level tract, distant three or four miles, bounded beyond, east, by a range of low, wooded 
hills. This treeless area is underlain by a talcose slate, and the vertical beds rise sometimes above 
tlie surface in sharp and angular ridges. 

In the distance before us, but on this side of the open ground, can be seen a ridge of white 
rock, rising some distance above the general surface and crowning an elevation of about 100 feet. 
This ridge seems to inn north and south. On visiting it, I find an immense quartz "vein" that runs 
north 50'^ west by compass. It rises about 15 feet above the talus, and for that distance consists 
of bare quartz rock. The sloping talus on each side rises 100 feet or more, and fragments from the 
quartz are strewn over the surface toward the west as far as to the creek, about one-half mile. 
This white, opaque, quartz deposit is from 15 to 20 ffeet wide, and is split by jointing into cuboidal 
msisses that lie in place on each other. Although it may be called white, it ia somewhat blotched 
with tints of rose and red, and in the jointing-planes there is a persistent scale of iron-rust after 
the parts separate. This continues as a prominent quartz ridge only about three-quarters of a 
mile. It cannot properly be styled a vein, as it coincides with the -bedding of the schist, and has 
the same nature as others seen in the southern part of the hills, where they also dip with the 
bedding of the schist. Very industrious "prospecting" is carried on in the neighborhood of these 
" veins" by gold-seekers, who accompany the expedition. 

The open country mentioned is rolling, and has formerly been covered with pines, as shown by 
an occasional dead trank. Its basis is talcoae slate, with occasional patches of dislodged conglom- 
erate. Just before entering this open tract, we encounter a little creek and follow it toward the 
east; bat uot far, before striking more to the north, where, after crossing two others, we camp on 
the third. During the rest of the day, after leaving the Srst creek we crossed, we traveled through 
the same sort of country, the slaty beds standing upright, and so wasted away that the included 
quartz-beds stand above the ground for several feet. "We passed one very prominent ridge, appar- 
ently formed thus by protruding quartz, standing erect, similar to that already described, but black 
on the exterior and not so long. It was a very striking object, the jointing-planes having caused 
the dislodgment of some of the separated blocks, giving the crest a serrated edge. Another is 
about a mOe below our camp, in the valley of the creek. 

Gam}}, Avgmt 8. — The road during the day has been very rough, some of the creek-crossings 
having delayed the train so that it does not arrive in camp till about 10.30 p. m. "We are in a 
beautifully grassed valley, through which runs a creek. The edges of the valley are clothed with 
good Norway pine, but the hills about are generally very barren and desolate,. Indeed, we have 
passed through to-day the poorest and moat repulsive part of the Black Hills we have yet seen, 

August 0. — We leave the creek and go more to the north, through the same sort of country. 
About three miles from camp, we ascend a grassy knoll, from which can be seen ahead, a mile 
distant, a few hills capped with stratified limestone. This is toward the northeast. Toward the 
north no limestone is visible ; but to the west the line of limestone bluffs can be seen about fifteen 
miles away. 

We are very neiir the edge of the belt of schist and slate, some of the ferruginous sandstone of 
the Lower Silurian appearing on the tops of the little knoUa. These knolls are at first weathered down 
smooth and turfed over, but the sandstone can still be detected by the occurrence of small frag- 
ments among the grass. Further still toward the east the tops of the little knolls begin to have 
bare, stony spots, and the sandstone, in nearly horizontal strata, appears further and further down 
their slopes. 

'At tbis poiut we had a view of a veij smitU area pu the ptaius. 



J by Google 



52 



Camp, August 9. — We turned south agsUw and camped eai'ly in a wide, grassy valley in the 
midst of the Potsdam sandstone, about six miles from our last night's camp. This is owing to tlie 
impracticability of the country east and northeast for a train. 
On the knolls on both sides of our camp are numerous frag- 
ments of rusty sandstone. Jiist below our camp, about a 
mile, is an outcrop of what appears like a fine-grained granite, 
somewhat schistose. 

August 10. — Leaving camp we turn south and come 
within a mile upon hills and ridges that are capped with 
limestone. They show a dip to the south. There is a line 
of red sandstone in outcrop along the sloi)e8 of these bluffs, 
breaking the talus, which is otherwise turfed or wooded with 
small or dead trees. Hence 1 can get at iirst a view only of 
the limestone on the top, and of this sandstone. The lime- 
stone shows the same lithological characters as described 
where it was first met, in the tipper portion of Floral Valley, 
being a firm, heavy-bedded, light-colored limestone, tliat is 
rarely vesicular or fossiliferous. The sandstone is red and 
in heavy layers, and shows no fossils. There are two inter- 
vals that cannot bo well made out here. One is just below 
the limestone that caps the hills, and the other below the top 
of the red sandstone. About 20 feet of the sandstone can 
here be seen. From the bottom of the valley in which we 
travel to the top of the red sandstone shoulder, by aneroid is 
170 feet, and thence to the top of the limestone ridge is 245 
feet. The bluffs here are in the form of north and south 
ridges, formed by the outcropping edges of the formations. 
We follow down one of the grassed valleys, with the high 
limestone ridge on our left, and the low sandstone hills on 
the right. Sometimes the limestone constitutes two parallel 
ridges, that to the right or toward the west rising somewhat 
higher than the other, owing to a southeasterly dip, but gen- 
erally the topography here is very simple, and regularly 
governed by the successive geological formations. Figure 7 
is a profile across the valley down which we pass, intended 
to show the relative positions of the outcropping belts, and 
the usual form of the ridge of limestone on our left, at the 
point near where we iirst entered the valley. 

After passing down this valley toward the south about 
two miles, another shoulder slowly rises, dimly outlined along 
the base of the bluff on our left, the upper shoulder rising 
accordingly above the level of the creek and crowding closer 
to the limestone so as to leave a narrow unexposed talus. 
Thus the wall of rock becomes more precipitous. This second 
shoulder at first seems to consist of a light, bedded sand- 
stone, and reaches a thickness of about 2S feet. At a point 
a little below its first outcrop, and on the opposite (west) 
side of the valley, I meet with a more massive and conspic- 
uous exposure of the contents of this lower shoulder. Here it 
is conglomeritio, with pebbles 1, 2, and 3 inches in diameter; 
but the most of tlie whole, even here, is a light-colored sandstone. 

About three miles further dQwn a black or purplish-black siliceous iron-ore occurs in short 
conical hills, rising from the immediate valley. This lies below the conglomerate. It is banded 
and in beds that din like the schiRt at a nigh angle to the east. This iron does not pertain to the 
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eandstone that lies m horizontal beds, but to a lower siliceous rock whicli I am disposetl to regard 
stratigraphically the same as the red quartzite seen ia the southeastern portion of the Hills. There 
seems to be an abundance of this iron-ore along this valley. "Whether it extends any distance 
toward the west I have no opportunity to ascertain, bat probably it continues as far as the forma- 
tion of which it seems to be a metamorphic condition. About a mile further I ascend the bluff on 
the east and take aneroid measurements of the ascent. The formations here seen are the same as 
mentioned this morning on entering this valley, but the wall of the bluff is much more precipitous 
and affords a more constant exposure of the beds- 
No. 1. From the bottom of the valley to the top of the conglomerate shoulder 140 feet. 

fNoTJS. — The greater part of this height is taken up with the siliceous iron, the 

conglomerate not being more than 35 feet.j 

No. 2. Talus, to sandstone|_beds 185 feet. 

No. 3. Perpendicular ascent of hard, massive, brick-red sandstone, with hands of oblique 

bedding 43 feet. 

No. i. Talus, of red earth and limestone fragments, about half the distance belonging 

to each. This extends to the foot of the perpendicular limestone cliff 115 feet. 

No. 5. Limestoue,'perpendicular~ascent. This limestone is hard, gray, crystalline, mag- 

nesiaii, with generally a close texture, and some fossils, with no apparent reason 

for separating it iuto different parts or members , 130 feet. 

Total height 615 feet. 

The above limestone is very much one thing from top to bottom, but in some places vesicular. 
The few fossils obtained came from near the top of this bluff, and consist entirely of brachiopods. 
No corals were seen, though my examination was very hasty and incomplete.' This limestone plays a 
very important part in the '.topography of the Black Hills, especially in a belt surrounding the 
schistose and slaty metaraorphics. In the north it also forms a very large area of hills and narrow 
valleys, stretching from north to south about thirty miles. I see nothing hereof that limestone and 
sandstone noted in Minne-lusa Valley,"as|]overlylng this. They have probably been denuded, and 
occur in outcrop farther east, as the beds here dip about 20'^ from the horizon in that direction. 
A breccia seen August i in the southeastern portion of the Hills represents both of those mem- 
bers, and it is reasonable to expect the same horizon to be represented by some rock in this 
portion. Off to the west from this bluff are rounded hills of iron-ore. This ore, being at so 
great a dist-ance from other ore-beds, and in the midst of a tiinbered region, will at some day be 
very valuable, though it does not seem very pure, especially the surface fragments. Half a mile 
farther down, this orejis suddenly replaced by.talcose slate, and on this tlie conglomerate lies un- 
conformably. This slate is strangely ^variable to a granular schist of a slightly greenish color, and 
to a greenish quartzite. The beds below the conglomerate are in each case nearly vertical. What 
I here call conglomerate is white sandstone with scattered pebbles of quartzite, quartz, slate, and 
granite. It is 30 or 40Tee t ]■ thick. I cannot observe any unconformability between it and the 
overlying red sandstone. The exposed surfaces, especially the upper layers of the latter, are hard, 
dark-red or purplish, compact and metamorphic. 

€am/p, August 10. — We are camped ahout a mile and a half below the bluff above measured. 
We find difficulty in getting out directly with a train, and General Custer will take tomorrow to 
])repare a road. Tlie iron-ore runs out suddenly near our camp, and is replaced by a talcose slate, 
which varies to a greenish quartzite, and to a granitoid rock that it is difficult to characterize or 
name. The main featnres^of the valley we are descending remain the same; on the right the me- 
t-amorphics, and on the left> high bluff of tilted sedimentary rocks. 

August 11. — Itemained^in camp, preparing skins. 

August 13. — Make a detour to the southwest over a rolling wooded district about six miles from 
camp, while the train moves on down the valley. In company with Colonel Ludlow and half a 
dozen Santee scouts, " Jo Lawrence," one of the Santees, leads the way to three dead male elk 
{Gervus Canademis) that he had the fortune to kill, when hunting yesterday. They were permitted 
by General Custer to hunt, on condition that if they killed elk they would come to camp and in- 
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form us before slunniDg tbera, witli the promise of a good rewartl for the unmutilated hide and 
skull. It is with the greatest difficulty that the Indians can be got to skin a matnina!, except as 
they have been used to do front childhood; and as they are the best hunters, the collector for 
scientific purposes generally laments the loss to him of many valuable specimens. We found Uiree 
fine specimens, two of which, in spite of injunctions to tlie contrary, they had beheaded, and all of 
which had been visited and gnawed by wolves during the uight. The only entire skin was 
secured for mounting, and will be placed in the museum of the University of Minnesota. To 
reacb this place, we passed over a succession of low metamorphic knolls and ridges clothed with 
very good pine. Where we skin the elks the rock is a very flue-grained, greenish chlorite slate. 
In returning to camp wo follow down the valley of a creek toward the east and reach 

Camp, August 12. — In the midst of low limestone hills and ridges, about eight miles from the 
camp left this morning, the sandstone and all lower having passed to the west of the lioe of 
march. 

August 13. — We pass more easterly out of the valley in which we camped, and find, after as- 
cending adifftcult ravine, in which some of the wagons capsized, a more open, level country, clothed 
only with scattered small pines and turfed with good grass. Tiiere is still one large ridge between 
us and the plains. Of the latter the train-men now get the first view since entering the hills, 
though many of the troops and citizens, not confined to the line of march, have seen the plains 
from various parts of the hills since we first entered them, some having been down on to them. 
We have now passed the ridge caused by the Low Silurian, and that caused by the great limestone 
formation of the hills. Those remaining embrace the upper limestone and the Miune-lusa sand- 
stone, as seen the first day after entering the Floral Valley, and the Lower Cretaceous. 

Camp, Augmt 13. — About two mites from our last camp, in a bend in Box Elder Creek, that 
being the name of the creek we have followed for a day or two, determin ed by iiarties sent to ascer- 
tain its course after leaving the hills. 

August 14. — Breaking camp before sunrise, we descend an easy slope toward the east, formed 
by the dipof the rock, when we come, within three-fourths of a mile, facing upon a nortb and south 
ridge formed by the Minne-lusa sandstone, capped with a few feeb of the Carboniferous iimestfjue. 
Here we turn south to pass it. I make this sandstone to be aboui 75 feet. There is here, also, a 
thickness of about 20 feet of limestone overlying. The latter gives form and sharpness to the 
brow of the ridge. The dip in this part of the hills is much greater than in the north, and resembles 
that along French Creek. We do not go far south, but turn to the north and northeast, climbing 
at last over this ridge. We thou strike the valley of the Eed Beds and follow it north about six 
miles, where we cross Elk Creek and pass to the east of the ridge formed by the Dakota sandstone, 
reaching soon another known as the Bear Creek. Here we pass still farther east and enter on the 
Fort Benton, and immediately encounter another creek thatcomes from the northwest, mainly on 
the Fort Benton, This creek has a wide valley which really runs north and south, or very nearly in 
that direction, excavated in the Fort Benton. The upper part of this valley comes from the north- 
west and heads in the hills, but we continue on the Fort Benton to camp. 

Gamp, August 14. — We are about six miles south of Bear Butte, which is plainly visible and 
bas been for ten or twelve miles. About three miles before reaching camp we struck the black or 
purplish -black slat© that we had at our first crossing of the Belle Fourche, (July IS.) I am satis- 
fied itis a metamorphic condition of the Fort Benton, though it seems very much thicker than the 
Fort'Benton where I h;ive seen it undisturbed. On this slate, which is cut by surface-drainage into 
bare knolls, are a few burr-oaks, though they are larger and more frequent in the valleys. 

In the lied Beds I noticed the white gypsum to-day, that abounds in the same beds in tlie 
northern part of the hills, and which was also seen by Colonel Ludlow in the southern part. Thus 
it appears the gypsiferous character of these beds is nearly constant iu the region of the hills. 
Tlie only place they have been encountered without exhibiting abundance of gypsum was at the 
point where French Creek intersects them in the southeastern portion. Its not having been seen 
there is, however, only negative evidence. It may still exist. 

August 15. — I find in the Fort Benton, near our camp, a couple of thin layers of a more calca- 
reous composition and a lighter color. Tliey are separated by an interval of about 10 feet. These 
layers part in the weather, like marly shale, into angular, conohoidaJ, small pieces. In tliese layers 
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are fish-remains, spines and cycloid scales. In a similar bed, but thicker, was foniid yesterday,by 
one of the men, a eoilod cephalopod, about four inches in diameter, that I took for Ammonites 
percarinatvs, IT. and M. This identification was not absolute, and I have no means to verify it. 

August 15 — Visit to Bear Butte.— With Coloner Ludlow and an escort, we go about flvo miles 
north to this celebrated butte, though I believe It has only been reported on by Dr. Hayden and the 
commander of the expedition with which he traveled. It is a singular conical mass, rising above the 
level of the plains 1,200 feet with that abruptness that makes it very difficult to climb, and such 
regularity of slope on all sides that from almost all directions it has, from a distance, nearly the 
same sugar-loaf-like outline. It stands in the midst of the Fort Benton slate, and has an elooga- 
tion northwest and southeast. In ascending, Professor Donaldson and myself pass round to the 
northwest side, where we have the advantage of both shade and a strong northwest wind. After 
.]ea\'iog tbe Fort Benton slate, we enter upon the underlying sandstone, belonging to the Dakota 
group. This is tilted up somewhat, but far less than the general inclination of the side of the butte. 
We then enter on the Eed Beds, the dip of wliich it is difflcalt to ascertain, owing to their being 
weathered and covered with fallen pieces from above. Some of the larger of these pieces are so 
deeply impacted in tbese beds as to have a deceitful appearance of being in place. I see no gyp- 
sum. The ReA Beds outcrop above a kind of terrace round the base of tbe butte. We come next 
upon the rock of which the hill itself is made, or on the shingle from it. It is the same as the rock 
that forms Heeng-ya Ka-ga, or at least the same as the lower outer ridge, that forms there a kind of 
eucircling horseshoe. Wo pass through a gap on the west side, ashortdistance above the beginning 
of the shingle, formed by a quartzite spur, that rises perpendicular and stands out from the base of 
the butte. This may be from the Miuue-lusa sandstone that underlies the Carboniferous limestone, 
or at least that iiortion of it which has already been menfioned as just below the Eed Beds. On all 
sides the slopes aro almost covered with shingle from the rock that forms the butt«. Nothing 
lower can be seen than the spur of sandstone just above which we pass. The shingle lies in 
sliding uncertainty on slopes as nearly vertical as it will lie, but it is crossed by ascending zig-zag 
paths, tiiat form all angles on the side of the bntte, made by goat or other animals in climbing it. 
The little valleys or ravines that ascend convergently toward the summit of the butte contain the 
most of this loose shingle, the intervening ridges often being almost destitute of it. Following 
these paths mostly, we reach the top of the shingle, after a climb of about half an hour, when we 
find ourselves at the northwestern extremity of a ridge. Walking along this ridge, we reach in a 
few minutes the snmmit of the butte, the ridge continuing some distance to the southeast from the 
summit. Indeed, the remainder of the scaling-party, having ascended from the southeast, approach 
the summit from that direction along the same ridge. The bntte is about six miles from the foot 
of the Black Hills, between the two being a small alkaline lake. It is thinly scattered over, about 
half way down, with small Korwaya. A few trailing cediirs are also seen on the slopes. Cactus, 
of the usual kind seen on the plains in Dakota, grows even to the top; also sage-brush. About 
the summit of the butte there is also a low brush, that bears small red berries with stony pits. 
This rock, I believe, Dr. Hayden calls trap ; but if he is right, it is different froip any trap I ever 
saw. It is gray, and weathers white, falling to pieces in thin slabs, that, being broken, make a talus 
of innumerable fragments, reminding one of a slaty shale, though this is much harder and tougher. 
Tbese pieces lie all about, from J inch to 2 inches in thickness, and generally less than 10 inches 
across. It is verj' uniform in all its outward characters. It looks like a dirty chalk, somewhat 
porous, or like brown mort-ar set, without distinct grains of sand, sprinkled with minute scales of 
mica. It is hard,, tough,' and sonorous. In some cases it is very compact. It 'seems to be an 
igneous rock, resembling phonolite. It was probably thrust up after the deposition of the Carbon- 
iferous limestone, though I have been unable to detect any limestone about its flanks, and is older 
than the age of the Bed Beds. As to the origin of this rock, it is undoubtedly eruptive. It 
appears to be such as would have resulted from a fusion, or semi-fusion, of the older rocks. It is 
made up of a considerable per cent, of the alkaline earths, in various chemical combinations, but 
with very little resulting evident crystallization. It is not entirely amorphous, since there are 
scattered glittering surfaces, resulting from the cleavage of crystallization. It appears as if the 
constituents had not opportunity .to seek their afhnities, and that, hardening in that incomplete 
stage, the rock presents, consequently, a confused external character and chemical composition. 
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The amount of lime and magnesia apparently present seems to point to the great limestone forma- 
tion of the Black Hilla as its probable origin, the-carbonic acid having been expelled by the beat 
attending the outburst. The silica that is in composition with these bases must have come from 
the quartzites and sandstones below, or from the schists of the metamorphic rocks. The inter- 
mixing of some portion of the lower granitic rocks, even, with the fused mass, at the point of 
upheaval, or to greater depths, is not at all prohibited by the color or composition of the rock of 
this butte. If this hypothesis of the local origination of the rock of this batte be tenable, the 
limestones that have been mentioned as constituting a great portion of the sedimentary rocks of 
the hills, must have furnished a great proportion of the material. 
Gamp, Atu/ust 15. — In the same place as August 14, 

EETUEN MARCH — PROM BEAR BUTTE TO PORT ABRAHAM LINCOLN. 

August 16. — In passing Bear Butte this morning, I see there is a low rim or ridge round the 
east side, having a more rugged exterior than the butte itself, comparable in shape to the horseshoe 
rim that incloses Heeng-ya Ka-ga. It is hardly perceptible on the west side, but a low ridge of 
tilted sandstone, dipping south, runs from the butte to the hills. Thus Bear Butte compares again 
with Heeng-ya Ka-ga, On th^ side toward the hills, in each case, the encircling ridge is low or 
wanting. Ever since we left the hills there has been a noticeable drift deposit, so that the rock is 
much less frequently seen. It continues to Bear Butte, and also to the Belle Fourche, "Where we 
cross the Belle Fourche it is'much larger than at the place of our other crossing, and has a strong 
current. Its water is muddy, and like the Little Missouri, Cottonwoods grow along the bottoms, 
with box elder. 

Gaitvp, August 16 — On a little creek in the plains directly north of Bear Butte. Throughout 
the whole of the day's march there has been a light drift, some of which appears to be foreign, but 
far the larger part originated in situ; hence I have not been able to determine the changes in the 
rock. Terraces and benches that are plainly due to the Cretaceous, as in Minnesota, cross the 
face of the country. These are turfed over evenly. This observation I have made a great many 
times, and specially in the valley of French Creek, between the Black Hills and the Cheyenne, bat 
have not before recorded. Such appearances are universal on the plains, and make the topog- 
raphy that diversifies them. Along some of the valleys such terraces are very plainly marked for 
miles. This observation has an important bearing on the question of the existence and nature of 
a distinctly terrace epoch in the Post-Tertiary, 

August 17. — Soon after leaving camp this morning we came on a change in the geology. The 
drift becomes light or wanting, and finally disappears altogether, leaving occasional pieces of the 
siliceous limestone that was seen on the plains in coming out from Fort A. Lincoln (July 14) scattered 
over the almost grassless surface. We are on a bedded clay or shale, that has all the characters of 
that at Castle Butte, (July 14.) It has argillo-caleareous concretions, that become rusty in the 
weather, and also part into small, angular pieces, with conehoidal surfaces. Sometimes these con- 
cretions contain shells, but not frequently. They are apparently the same kind as seen in the 
march out near the camp of July 16. They here contain an Inoceramus and a Scapkites. This clay 
spreads out here over an immense tract of country, and must have a great thickness. It seems to 
form a sterile soil, that produces only scattered weeds, and gives out dense clouds of dust as the 
train passes along. The surface is undulating, and has been since we left the hills. In this clay are' 
crystals of gypsum and layers of heavy spar. 

Slave Butte stands on this shale or bedded clay, which also constitutes its lower half. The 
rest of this butte is sandstone and arenaceous marl, the same as in Short-Pine Hills, in horizontal 
layers. Throughout this tract of country the rocks are horizontal, and, from appearances, this con- 
dition prevails and continues uninterruptedly to the Short-Pine Hills. We are here on the same 
plain and on the same formation that furnished similar concretions (July 10) a few miles farther 
west during our outward march. 

On our left, and running almost to Slave Butte, is a line of broken hills, through some of the 
gaps in which we pass. These low hills are formed by the weathered-down sandstone that caps 
Slave Butte. 
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Slim Batte, as identified by Colonel Ludlow, seems rather to be a ridge, fully teji miles long, 
Fanning north and south. 

Camp, Angmt 17 — On this plain of clay and cactus. 

August 18. — There are two series of ridges known as Short- Pine Buttes. They run north and 
south. They are geologically the same, but the west ridge is the higher, owing to an easterly dip 
in the rock. Prospect Valley runs between them. The eastern ridge consists, at its southern ex- 
tremity, of a massive, friable sand, of dark-gray or bluish color, looking at the distance of a few 
rods like a blue clay. This occupies the bottom and supports th'o soil of Prospect Valley. Above 
this comes a series of sands and arenaceous marls, as already noted in the western ridge on the 
outward march, though this series is less evident as we pass along to-day in the eastern ridge. 
Below this sand is the clay of the bad-lands, at the northwest extremity of the western ridge, 
July 16, as noted- 
Camp, August 18. — In Prospect Valley, about five miles north of our old camp in this valley. 

Camp, August 19, — March north and then east, and camp on the North Fork of Grand Eiver, 
passing some "bad-lands" and entering upon a region of bluffs capped with a rusty sandstone) 
distance thirty-five and a half miles. I have Ipst, to-day, the line of connection or superposition of 
the main geological features. We go too fast for anything reliable in my line of investigation; 
indeed have always done so, except at great extra labor. 

Many fragments of the same siliceous limestone that were seen iu coming out have been seen 
on the surface in to-day's march. They were also seen the day before. About three miles out from 
camp this morning, lignite was seen in the bluffs along our march. 

August 20, — March northwest through a more or less drift-covered country, with frequent 
siliceous limestone fragments, as already mentioned, the grass having been consumed by prairie 
flres, and after thirty miles travel we camp on the Little Missouri, the blifffs along which are made 
np as below, in descending order ; 

No. 1. Sandstone, massive, no turf, about 25 feet. 

No. 2. Clay, with lignite and globular masses of laminated sandstone 100 or 200 feet. 

Making a kind of bad-Jands like that at.Oastle Butte, the horizon of which, I think, is identi- 
cal with this. There is here a slight dip to the east. No fossils seen. 

Aitgust 21. — Bemain most of the day in camp, preparing skins and repacking for long marches, 
and quick departure from Lincoln on reaching there. 

August 22. — Breaking camp at the usual hour (about 4 a. m.) and passing out of the Little 
Missouri Valley by the same road as that by which we entered, we turn more east and come on to 
a region thickly strewn with large masses of siliceous limestone, or slightly calcareous quartzite, 
the same as those already frequently mentioned. They always lie on the surface, and 1 am at 
a loss to account tor their being here. They are foasiliferous with wood. I have never yet seen a 
piece of this kind of silicified wood in situ. They seem always to lie on the surface, and I think it 
may be they are clbsely associated in origin with this siliceous limestone. Here the pieces of the 
latter almost cover the ground. There are no other bowlders. I can see nothing but these pieces 
that would indicate a foreign drift. They have about the same color as the masses of silicifled 
wood that are frequently seen on the western plains. 

After traveling about eight miles from camp we come to a creek- Before reaching this creek 
the toning down of the hills into low knolls, and the prairie-like aspect of the face of the country, 
coincide with the observation on the dip of the rock at the Little Missouri, and both bring in a 
loosely cemented sandstone, sometimes massive or obliquely bedded. At this creek is a very fine 
bed of lignite, exposed 6 feet. The lower limit cannot be seen. It is abroptly terminated upward 
by the above sandstone, whitii, in a fresh break in the bank of the creek, rises perpendieulariy 
about 20 feet above the lignite. This is the first ravine with water that we have seensince leaving 
camp this morning, and this seems to have a drainage eastwardly. I have seen lignite in outcrop 
two or three times to-day before reaching this place, in weathered slopes, but it was in the clay 
below. 

The rest of this day's march was through a fine region of undulating plains, strewn with buf- 



J by Google 



58 

falo bones, running north, distant &ora the Little Missouri eight or ten miles, witli a lino of red 
hills on the east, about three miles away. 

Camp, Avgust 22. — We are on the very edge of a district of bad-lands, which stretch off 
toward the north and nortliwest. The Little Miasonri has here turned east, and is distant from our 
camp about two miles toward the north. To the north is an unbroken view of bad-lands looking 
over the river valley, while toward the south the landscape presents a beautifnl undulating prairio, 
though now blackened by prairle-iires, 

Camp, August 23. — Marched 'east, over much the same kind of country as yesterday, about 
eighteen miles, and camped in the Bad-Lands, in a fine grassy plain of small extent, through which 
flows a creek. About five miles before camping here we struck an old trail, said to have been 
made by a return party of General Stanley last year, 

August 24. — Leave camp in the dusk of the morning, and travel east, passing through a district 
of bad-landa, and following still the old traiL Although I call these had lands, (for so they are 
generally known among the men who have before crossed here,) they are not so had as I had been 
led to expect from descriptions that I have read. There is no great difficulty in passing through 
them with a train. There are a great many bare clay and sand buttes, and deep perpendicular caii- 
ons, cut by streams in rainy seasons; but there are also a great many level and grassy, sometimes 
beautiful valleys, with occasionally a few trees and shrubs. With some care a good road can be 
selected by following these low and more level tracts. There is but little water in here, the most that 
we have found being due to recent rains. The tops of a great many of the buttes are red, and often 
they are overstrewn with what appears like volcanic scoria. This, I am satis&ed, arises from the 
burning of the lignite, which occurs in ueariy all these lands, there being one large bed of it, and 
sometimes two distinct beds, in the same slope. The lignite is ignit«d by fires that sometimes pre- 
vail over the plains, set by Indians ; and when fanned by the strong winds that sweep across them, 
produces a very intense heat, fusing the over and under lying beds, and mixing their materials in a 
confused slag, which, although generally of a reddish color, is sometimes of various colors. The 
clay makesa very h'ard, vitreous or pottery-like slag that is sometimes green or brown. Iron stains 
the whole with some shade of red. There are no fossils in these bad-lands. Besides myself, Mr. 
G. B. Grinnell, and Mr, North, his assistant, have given as much timp to searching for fossils as 
the rate of our progress will permit. We have not succeeded in finding any fossils that indicate the 
age of these beds. In that respect they are very strikingly different from the beds of the White Eiver 
Tertiary, a fact which suggests their differing from those beds in geological age. Judging by topo- 
graphical and lithological indications, they ace formed by the same strata that constitute Castle 
Butte (July 14) and the arid plains that we traveled over for some distance east of it. The clay at 
the base of the Short- Pine Hills, making bad-lands on the west of Prospect Valley, is also, oa the 
same evidence, of the same, or nearly the same, age. There is an immense clayey formation that 
extends toward the south, and toward the southwest, producing, in the vicinity of drainage-courses, a 
series of bad-lands, that probably causes this regiouof bad-lands. If this parallelization be correct, 
the foSsiliferous concretions taken from the clay shale August 17, which contained an evident Inocer- 
amus, make this clay Cretaceous. This, however, will make the whole region between here and the 
Belle Fourche, mapped as Tertiary by Dr. Hayden, also Cretaceous, bringingabout a considerable 
redaction in the supposed Tertiary area. In short, the evidence seems to me to point to the Fort 
Benton, of the Lower Cretaceous. 

During the march of the 22d of August, and also the 23d, there were evidences of a light for- 
eign drift. They were very slight at first, and became more evident at the close of the march of 
the 22d.; but they die out on entering the bad-lands, (see under August 28.) A march of four or 
five miles takes us out of the Bad-Lands. Thence to camp we travel over a desolated, burnt plain 
eastward, to a small creek, making twenty-flve and a half miles altogether. 

August 25. — After marching about eight miles over a- burnt plain, with a few small grassed 
patches, protected from the fire by ravines on nearly all sides, we reach a butte which, at a dis- 
tance, appears like sandstone, but, on a nearer approach, I see it is but partly composed of sandstone. 
South of this butte, but near it, is a larger exposure of the same beds, the exposed edges facing north 
and east, with a dip southeast of 4° or 5o. One butte is isolated and rises about 75 feet. The layers 
here exposed are as follows, in descending order: 



J by Google 



59 

No. 1. Clay, calcareous and concrefciouary, the round concretions from which lie on the top 

in great numbers and roll down the sides, about 15 feet. 

[Note — This forms the crown of a cap, the rim being formed by the next.] 

No. 2. Bedded, marly clay, persistent and projecting 15 feet. 

No. 3. Marly sand, with pebbles 8 feet. 

[Note. — This passes into the next.] 
No. 4. Massive sand, with obliqae bedding containing water- worn pebbles as large as wal- 
nuts, conglomeritic and incoherent 25 feet. 

No. 5, Fine bedded clay 6 feet. 

No. 6, Carbonaceous clay and lignite 6 feet. 

No. 7. Fine bedded clay; seen...., - 2 feet. 

Total exposed 77 feet. 

In this series o^ beds I see no fossils, but the whole reminds me of the Niobrara. 

Traveling on about six miles farther, I find exposures of a sandstone. In low knolls, or rather 
on them, are round or oblong concretionary pieces, some of which hold silicifled wood. This wood> 
however, is much less compact and has a different color from that seen commonly on the surface. 
I do not think the well-known silicifled wood which occurs in vitrified fragments in the drift and 
on the surface of the plains is derivable from this sandstone. 

Gamp, August 25 — ^We are on a creek, and in its bank is a lignite bed. The section downward 
is as follows : 

No. 1. Sandstone 10 feet. 

No. 2, Carbonaceous clay and lignite 5 feet. 

No, 3. Arenaceous clay 5 feet. 

Passing into 
No. 4. Massive sand, seen 20 feet- 
Total 40 feet, 

Augustus. — On the march eastward we cross the Heart Kiver in about fifteen mUes, the 
country being au undulating prairie, burnt over. The banks of the Heart River are in sandstone 
in part at least, and terraced. After crossing the Heart we travel eastward to a weathered buttet 
where we And good oak wood and beautiful springs of water. Near here were seen elk when we 
came to camp. The butte, which is properly styled Spring Butte, is about a mile east of our place 
of camping. Off to the north is a wide, rough valley lying below us, which is, 1 think, wrought in 
the sandstone seen at Heart River crossing, Spring Butte being in a clay overlying. This judg. 
ment is baaed on appearances from our camp, there being no opportunity to carefully examine 
either the valley or the butte. 

Camp, August 26. — We have traveled to-day thirty-two and one-half miles, the weather being 
hot and the grass consumed by late fires. 

August 27. — Travel in a dense fog till about noon, which then clears up. "We make an early 

Camp, August 27, at a beautiful spring, remarkably copious, that issues from the base of a 
low hill. This hill is one of a series that inclose a wide, shallow valley, and are capped with sand- 
stone. Here we have very fine grazing, this valley having escaped the late burning. Onr distance 
to-day has been seventeen miles over a burnt plain. 

August 28. — This sandstone I see dips east, and on the march we pass a number of clay buttea, 
likewise generally capped with a little sandstone, which seems to be rather a course of concretion- 
ary nodules. Their composition is that of common sandstone. In these buttes is a bed of Carbon- 
aceous clay, near the base. 

Gamp, August 28. — On a creek with a plenty of good grass and wood. The outer banks of this 
creek are made up of red, burnt chips and slag for about 15 feet, probably from .a bed of burnt 
lignite overlying, and of horizontally-bedded clays, the lowest seen part of which for about 10 feet 
is Carbonaceous. About midway in these outer bluffs is an interrupted bed of lignite that is 
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diflferent from any I have seen. It seems to be calcareons and bitnminous, and weathers white, 
parting into thin sbipgle that sho^s impressions of twigs and roots and long slender stems of 
marine leaves. Silicifled wood also weathers out in small pieces from the same layer. 

In regard to the drift, I think that the conglomerate I saw a few days ago, (August 25,) may 
have furnished all the pebbles, of a foreign nature that I have seen on the surface and regarded as 
evidences of drift. (See under August 2i.) It was, however, during to- day's march, about mid- 
way, that I saw unmistakable foreign drift. It consisted of boulders of granite and metamorphic 
rock, distributed over the surface and especially on the little knolls mingled still with the almost 
universal fragments of what I have styled siliceous limestone. These fragments and boulders 
gradually became more abundant as wo came into camp. In the valley, though, none are seen, as 
they are covered by alluvium. In these pieces of silicifled rock I saw, a few days ago, near the 
Little Missouri Valley, impressions and also pieces of wood. There were in the midst of a great 
many I^ge pieces of silicifled limestone a good many pieces of silicifled wood. There were also, In 
the former, cavities from which very evidently the latter had become loosened on weathering, and 
some pieces of the wood were not yet entirely freed from the rock. This shows the intimate con ■ 
nection betweeti these two singular but common objects that the traveler sees on these plains, the 
same as is shown by their very similar composition and external characters. 

Gamp, August 29. — On the Sweetbrier, a tributary of the Heart Eiver, The country has been 
drift-covered during the day's march. 

August 30. — Leave camp at the usual hour, and after crossing the Heart again at about twelve 
miles from Tort A. Lincoln, where the expedition halts to rest and lunch, we march into Port A. 
Lincoln abontij ]>. m. 

eesumE of geological eesults. 

Introductory to this resnmiS may be quoted the following from Dr. P. V. Hayden, Fourth Annual 
Report of Progress of the Geological and Geographical Survey of the Territories, 1870, p. 98 : 
" The Black Hills of Dakota will form one of the most interesting studies on this continent. There 
is so much regularity in the upheaval that all obscurity is removed, and all the formations known 
iu the West are revealed in zones or belts around the granitic nucleus in their fullest development. 
A careful, detailed topographical and geological survey of this range would be a most valuable 
contribution to science. In all the western country I have never seen the Cretaceous, J urassic, Tri- 
assic, or Bed Beds, the Carboniferous and Potsdam rocks, so well exposed for study as around the 
Black Hilis." 

The geological results of the late expedition by General G. A. Custer to the Black Hills of Da- 
kota are much lees than they would have been had it been possible to allow more time for exami- 
nation. In a military expedition, or one mainly military, the accompanying geologist can only be 
industrious in gathering facts, as they occur during the daily march. His opportunity for com- 
paring his observations with the geology of a belt of country ai^oining on either hand, or for fol- 
lowing up a train of investigations to solve problems that arise to his mind from what he sees, is 
very meager. Still, when the geological observations made during the past season are compared 
with facts that have been similarly gathered by Dr. P. V. Hayden, and by others, they throw addi- 
tional light on the character of that portion of Dakota, and serve, as far as they go, to establish 
the true geological age of some of the rocks about which there has been considerable uncertainty 
and some discussion, 

THE CEETACEOUS. 
The plains along our line of travel afforded but very meager fossil remains, but those that were 
found indicate the continuation of the Cretaceous, from the Missouri Eiver at Fort A. Lincoln to the 
foot-hills of the Black Hills. Indeed the topography of the country and the lithological character 
of the successive members of the Cretaceous, as passed over, indicate this fact, without any appeal 
to the fossil contents of the rocks. This was perhaps a little more evident on the return than on 
the outward march. About the bases of the Black Hills, and especially near Bear Butte, the light- 
colored sandstones of the Dakota group of the Cretaceous are unmistakable. Overlying these sand- 
stones is a bluish or grayish, bedded clay, which, near the hills, becomes a purplish slate. This 
clay stretches over a wide valley, running mainly north and south from the Little Missouri river, 
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to and beyoud the B^Jle rourche, forming, along the east side of the Little Missouri, a series of 
Bad Lands. This is a desolate, alkaline plain, and in It stand Slave Butte, Deer's Ears Euttes, Owl 
Butte, and Short-Pine Hills. The formations, even as far removed &om the' axis of upheaval as 
the Little Missouri, show a slight dip to the eastward, for, although the general slope is to the east, 
the observer, in traveling east, fluds himself rising in the rocks to higher and higher geological 
horizons. The first indications of an approaching change in the geology of-this alkaline plain, 
formed by the Fort Benton clays, consist of occasional buttes and broken-down ridges. that have 
withstood the attacks of time, rising to the height of several hundred feet above the general level, 
facing to the westward, and capped with more enduring rock. This enduring member consists of 
arenaceous marls, and marls that pass into an arenaceous limestone, and give form and existence 
to the Short-Pino Hills and the other ridges and bnttes . that bound this plain on the east. Those 
ridges and buttes finally become so frequent and persistent as to connect in one, and the face of 
the country is thus raised to the top of that geological horizon, though still intersected by east and 
west drainage-courses. This horizon of marly rock is beheved to embrace the JSiobrara of the 
Cretaceous. Between this line and that of the Ii"ox Hills group, which outcrops along the tops of 
the bluffs at I"ort A. Lincoln, lies the belt of the Fort Pierre. This, also, forms a series of washed 
buttes and light-colored bluffs, and is overlain by a sandstone which forms the surface of the 
country to the Missouri Eiver, or at least exists in the tops of the hills and buttes. If an accurate 
map of the areas of these formations were to be constructed, it would show a great many winding 
tortuosities ia the outlines of the various rocks. The valleys, even in the Fox Hills area, are in 
the Fort Pierre, and within the Miobrara belt the Fort Benton makes very frequent and very great 
intrusions. 

The same order of succession for the various members of the Cretaceous was observed in a recon- 
naissance from the Black HiUs toward the Cheyenne, toward the southeast. The fossils that indi- 
cate the Cretaceous age of this alkaline plain formed by the Fort Benton,al]udedto, andof the Bad- 
Lands along the east side of the Little Missouri, are as follows, identified by Mr. G, B. Grinnell, of 
New Haven, Conn. By reference to the accompanying geological map of the localities, as described 
in the foregoing report, and the general topographical map of the route of the expedition, the area 
of this Cretaceous belt may be seen and the significance of the fossils fully understood. The dates 
attached refer to the day of the month on which they were collected, and their localities are ex- 
pressed by the general map. 

July 17. 

ScapMtes Conradi, Mort. 

Aturia biangulata, M. and H. 

Act(eon ooneinwus, M. and H. 

Vanikoro ambigua, M. and H. 

Baeulites ovatus, Say. 

Fteria Ungui/ormis, Ev. and Shu. 

ScapMtes larvw/ormis, M. and H. 

Amauropsis paludinw/ormis, M. and H. 

N^ucula plammargmataf M. and H. 

Terehratula, (sp. undet.) 

Idmo^sis striato-punctata, Ev. and Shu. 

AUGUSX' 17. 

Inoceramus eonveseus, M. and H. 

ScapMtes Conradi, Mort. 

ScapMtes nodosus, Owen. 

AncMira {Dr^anockeilm) Americana, M. 

The writer is not familiar with the lignites of the Lower Tertiary, and cannot compare the lig ■ 
nites found in this Cretaceous belt with those that occur in-that formation. These, however, were 
found to occur in the Fort Pierre and in the Fort Benton groups. Some beds wore 5 or 6 feet thick. 
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but generally when they showed that thickness some part of the Tied was made up of an impure 
lignite or Carbonaceous earth. They appear as if they were old peats. They often have a shining 
conchoidal fracture, though as black as ebony. They sometimes pass into a clay, and are sometimes 
abruptly terminated by a bed of sand. Cretaceoua lignites in Minnesota are associated with irregu- 
lar deposits of ash (or what has every appearance of ash) and with charred woody fiber, and belong 
to the Fort Benton. * Although no ashy deposits were found in the lignites in Dakota during the expe- 
dition to the Black Hills, yet some woody fiber, not charred, was taken out. It ia difleult to say to 
what use, if any, these lignites can ever be put. They will certainly serve as an inferior kind of coal. 
In cases of exigency, they will furnish a fuel for any use. They lie horizontal, inclosed in non-indu- 
rated rocks. Hence, any attempt at mining them, wherever seen in Dakota, would be attended with 
difficulties resulting from the caving in of the superincumbent rock. Many chemical analyses of these 
lignites have been made from different portions of theNorthwest. While they embrace a consider- 
able per cent, of inflammable, volatile substances, they also comprise enough carbon to make a val- 
uable fuel. It seems that the only difBeulty that will attend tlieir general utilization will arise from 
the cost of, mining compared with the currentprices of other fuel. In the first settlement ef the 
Territory, before the construction of railroads for the transportation of wood or coal from other 
parts, the various outcrops of these lignites will no doubt be eagerly sought for the fuel they will 
supply, since the whole country, until reaching the Black Hills, is nearly destitute of trees, 

THE JUEASSTC AKD TBIASSIC. 

The rocks that lie below the Cretaceous are characterized by a brick-red color, and hence, 
though they are known to cover the edges of the Jurassic ahd Triasaic with indefinable relative 
limits, they are also well known as the Eed-Beds. They have a thickness in the northern bases of 
the Black Hills of about 335 feet. They are associated near the top with a conglomerate, which is 
overlain by a greenish, bedded shale or clay, having a thickness of about 45 feet. No fossils were 
found that could be referred directly to this shale, but at some places a species of Belemnitea, sup- 
posed to be B. densus, characteristic of the Jurassic, was found in considerable numbers lying on 
the surface of tnrfed slopes that must have covered this horizon. Below this greenish, shale is a 
conglomerate of about 2 feet in thickness, containing fossils. Of these Mr. Grinnell reports only 
two identifications, viz, Camptoneetes bellistriaius, Meek, and, doubtfully, Qryphma, calceola, Qnenst., 
var, Ifebrascemis, M, and H. 

The value of the Jurassic, and Triassic, economically, consists in the immense qaantities of 
gypsum that they contain. In the Redwater Valley this gypsum occurs in the tops of a great many 
buttes and along the crests of a great many ridges. It forms the floor of a long extent of country 
running north and south over which the expedition passed. It is purely white, and crystalline and 
massive. It is seen in beds of different thicknesses, the principal bed being about 22 feet. It could 
be quarried in large blocks, and occurs in the most favorable positions. It seems to be inexhaustible, 
since the Bed-Beds were found to surround the Black Hills, and to present nearly everywhere 
equal opportunities for taking it out. 

THE CAEBONIFBGOUS LIMESTONE. 

The Eed-Beds were found to lie uneonformably on the Carboniferous limestone. There was a 
period of upheaval and metamorphism succeeding the Carboniferous limestone, the effects of which 
can be seen along a north and south belt, &om New Mexico, along the eastern spurs of the Bocky 
Mountains, to the Black Hills. The upper surface of the limestone sometimes shows undulations, 
as well as sudden breaks and upthrows, the former indicating a steadier and longer continue<i dis- 
turbing force. This disturbance, which seems to have caused in New Mexico an argentiferous 
character to pervade the limestone, is equally displayed in the Black Hills, but as yet no similar 
metalliferous deposits have there been found. This limestone is found forming the steep slopes to a 
great many hills ; its unbroken upper surface conforming to the contour of the hills, and sometimes 
exhibiting upward and downward flexures in short intervals. This upheaval added largely to the 
former area of the Black Hills, such addition being mainly on the north. 

How much of the great Hmestoiie formation that succeeds the Bed-Beds below, and forms one gf 
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the chief sedimentary formations of tho Black Hills, belongs to the Carboniferous age, it will be for 
fnture observers definitely to settle. 

Whatever may be the age of this limestone in the Black Hills, in whole or in part, it is sepa- 
rated into two portions by a white sandstone, which for the purpose of designation has herein been 
named the Minnelusa sandstone, having a thickness of about 75 feet. Is is a singular circum- 
stance that in the neighborhood of Heeng-ya Kaga Peak and Bea* Butte, two characteristic ont- 
bursts of igneous rockj only the upturned beds of the upper portion of this limestone appear. It is 
only within the Hills themselves that the lower portion of this great limestone formation can be seen. 
The upper has a thickness of about 100 feet, and the lower about 225 feet, which, with the included 
sandstone, makes an aggregate of 400 feet. A few fossils were gathered near the top of the lower 
portion, and have been identified as follows, by Mr. G. B. Grinnel!: 

August 10. 
Terebratula f 
S^irifera, (sp. undet.) 
Ekynehoneila, (sp. f} 
Retsaia, {Bumetria of Hall.) f 
Buomi^halus, (sp. ?) 

Internal cast of a Terebratuloid shell. 

Syringopora, (probably S. mult, attertuata.) 

The following were obtained also from the lower member of the great limestone formation : 

July 25. 

Athj/fis, Slreptorkynchus, and Za^hrentis. 

The upper portion of this limestone is flne-grained, compact, and highly crystalline, rendering 
it a good marble. It is also sometimes of a pink or reddish color, mottled with lighter spots. It 
passes into a rough and somewhat arenaceous limestone, however, within the first 75 feet, and has 
acoarse grain, with some porous and vesicular beds. The intervening sandstone is white and homo- 
geneous. It is sometimes broken and iron-stained. The lower limestone is also mainly a very 
compact and flne-grained stone, but it shows some poroits and coarse-grained layers. It is of a 
light color, and weathers into majestic, castellated bluffs and buttresses. There is a large area in 
the northern central portion of the Black Hills in which this low^r limestone, in a horizontal posi- 
tion, forms the surface-rock, the upper limestone outcropping about its outer boundary. This por- 
tion of the hills is very rough, and is cut by canons through this limestone into a net-work of short, 
narrow valleys, separated by intervening rocky ridges and plateaus. These canons are inclosed 
by more or less perpendicular escarpments of this limestone. 

In the southern portion of the hills there is a great thickness of btecciated limestone, cover- 
ing the horizon immediately below the Red Beds, such breccia also containing masses of sandstone, 
referable to the upper or Minne-lusa sandstone, that in other places separates the great limestone 
formation of the Black Hills into two distinct members. 

Near the bottom of thelower member of the great limestoneformation it becomes slightly red, and 
is more compact and firm. It is also often arenaceous. Whether this lithologieal change is accom. 
paoied by a corresponding change in its fossil contents, warranting the separation of this portion 
from the rest, and whether any important distinction should be made as to its geological age, it is 
impossible to determine by the meager fossil representatives that could be secured. In this red 
limestone, which sometimes overlies a coarse white sandstone, and sometimes a red laminated 
argillaceous sandstone, were observed a oyathophylloid form resembling Zaphrentis centrallis, Ed. 
and Haine, crinoid stems; a species of Gampophyllum, (or Amplexus,) an undetermined S^irifera, 
and a species of Produetus, according to the identifications of Mr. Grinnell. 

THE POTSDAM SAHDSTONE. 
This term is intended here to cover a quartzite, a conglomerate, and a red sandstone, all of 
which have been by authors referred to the age of the Potsdam of New Tork. Those three litho- 
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logical and stratigrapbical distinctions that are noticeable in tlie Primordial sandstone in the North- 
west generally, are also observable in the Black Hills. There is in the first place a red, compact, 
massive quartzite, that appears in the southern portion of the Hills, dipping at high angles in dif- 
ferent directions, and rising as Irfw hills, of which it forms at least the snrface-rock, 100 to 200 feet, 
which seems to underlie the other portions. This has very much the appearance of the red quartz- 
ite outcrops at New TJlm in Minnesota, and near Baraboo in Wisconsin. It apparently becomes 
more and more ferriferous, till m some places it may properly be styled a siliceous iron-ore, and it 
then rises in tilted beds in the form of hills, short and conical, in very much the same manner. 
This condition of this quartzite was seen especially along the eastern portion of the Hills. It un- 
derlies the conglomeritic sandstone, or the conglomerate. The latter is white atid massive, with 
scattered quartz-pebbles. That, at least, is its character in the eastern portion of the Black HiUs. 
It has a thickness, carefully measured, of about 35 feet. There is then an unobserved interval of 
over 100 feet, from which have been derived fossiliferous slabs of rusty sandstone, containing lAn- 
gulepis, and referable to the " Lingula Beds" of the Potsdam. Above this rises, in the eastom 
portion of the Black Hills, an immense formation of brick-red sandstone, which seems to be largely 
attenuated in other portions, or wanting. In the central portion of the Black Hills, along Castle 
Valley, a conglomerate was seen immediately underlying the lower, reddish portion of the lower 
limestone, but it is not known to be the-same as that seen below the massive red sandstone in the 
eastern part of the Hills, 

SCHISTS AND SLATES. 

Below the Primordial sandstones and quartzites lies a series of slates and schists, that contain 
intercalated beds of quartz. These beds of schist and slate, largely micaceous, often stand nearly 
vertical, when the inclosed beds of quartz rise often nearly 50 feet above the surrounding rock. 
They have a deceptive appearance of veins, but have not the banded structure of true veins. 
These schists, in the neighborhood of granitic areas, are found to be interstratified with beds of 
true granite, like that of the region generally. The belt of schists is characterized by parks, that 
are often approximately level, nicely turfed and arable, due to the homogeneous and erosible nature 
of the rock. This is especially the case when tlie rock is talcoso. 
GRAMITB. 
The granitic area is near the southern part of the Hills, and is much smaller than has been 
supposed. Harney's Peak may be taken as the center of the granitic area, but it probably is 
somewhat too far north. The granite is usually coarse, and contains a white feldspar. Toward 
the southern limit of the granite, however, muchflf the feldspar is reddish. This seems to be due 
to weathering, the iron from surface-water having left a rust that seems t o permeate the whole 
Whether due to weathering ov to an original difference of composition, it seems to clearly indicate 
a different history for the southern portion of the Black Hills. 

SUMMARY SECTION OF THE EOCKS OF THE BLACK HILLS. 
In entering the hills from the north, passing through their central portion, and leaving them 
toward the south, and afterward- toward the east, the following general section of rocks was 
observed : 

No. 1. Blue or purplish shale, becoming, nearer the Hills, a slate of nearly a black 
color, seen at the first crossing of the Belle Fonrche; the Fort Benton of the Cre- 
taceous. Thickness 300-400 feet- 
No. 2. Sandstone, light-colored, sometimes rusty ; the Dakota of the Cretaceous. 

Thickness about 500 feet. 

No. 3. Green shale, 45 feet . 

No, i, Fossiliferous conglomerate, 2 feet ; v Jurassic^ 57 feet. 

No. 6. Purplish shale, toward the top arenaceous, 10 feet ) 

No. 6. Snowy gypsum ,.... 4-6 feet. 

No. 7. Bed marl, arenaceous, massive or laminated 75 feet. 

No. 8. Snowy gypsum - - . 22 feet. 

No. 9. Eed marl, the same as Ho. 7 18 feet. 
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No. 10. Snowy gypsum , 2J feet. 

Ko. 11. Bed marl, the same as No, 7 30 feet, 

;No. 12. Snowy gypsum 2J feet. 

No. 13. Red marl, the same as No. 7, seen 35 feet. 

No, li. Interval unseen, (red maii,) about 135 feet, 

[Nos. 6 to 14, inclusive, have been doubtfully referred* to the Triassic, though 
Jurassic fossils have been found near the bottom of the Eed Beds.*] 

No. 15. Fine-grained limestone, mottled with pinkish and light-colored cloudings, 
containing no known fossils j below this becomes harsh, magnesian, and even 
arenaceous. Carboniferous (?) ; the Upper Limestone of the accompanying geo- 
logical map 100 feet. 

No. 16. White sandstone ; locally st-ained with iron, so as to have a brick-red color. 
Carboniferous (!) ; the Minne-lusa sandstone, called the Upper Sandstone on the 
accompanying geological map ■ 75 feet. 

No. 17. An immenselimestoneformation, stretching over a large area in the northern 
part of the Hills; light-colored, often saccharoidal, variable; usually hard, crys- 
talline, compact, sometimes vesicular. Carboniferous (?); the Lower Lime- 
stone of the accompanying geological map 225 feet. 

No. 18. Hard, reddish limestone, with chert; containiog eyathophylloid and crinoid 

corals --- 16 feet. 

No. 19. White, coarse sandstone, with small, ronnded quartz-pebbles, (seen in Castle 

Valley; wanting on Ptench Creek) 35 feet. 

No, 20, Bed sandstone, with oblique bedding ; seen in the eastern slopes of the 
Hills; on Castle Greek the Linguhpts fossils, found in rusty slabs, belong below 
or near the bottom of this sandstone; the Potsdam ; the Lower Sandstone of 
the accompanying geological map ; about = 100 feet. 

No, 21. The Conglomerate, containing rounded quartz pebbles ; color white 35 feet. 

No, 22. Metamorphic schists and slates. 

No. 23, Coarse; white, feldspathie granite. 

TKB STEUCTUEAL Si'STEM OP THE BLACK HILLS. 

" The geological structure of the Bla'jk Hills maybe mentioned briefly in this connection. 
The nucleus or central portion is composed of red, feldspathie granite, with a series ot metamor- 
phic slates and schists superimposed, and thence upon each side of the axis of elevation the various 
fosBiliforoua formations of this region follow in their order to the summits of the Cretaceous, the 
whole inclining against the granitoid rocks at a greater or less angle. There seems to be no nncon- 
formability in these fossiliferous rocks, from the Potsdam inclusive, to the top of the Cretaceous. 

" From these facts we draw the inference that prior to the elevation of the Black Hills, which 
must have occurred after the deposition of the Cretaceous rocks, all these formations presented an 
unbroken continuity over the whole area occupied by these mountains. This is an important con- 
clusion, and we shall hereafter see its application to other ranges, and also to the Kocky Mountain 
range, taken in the aggregate." (Dr, F. V. Hayden, Second Annual Report of the United States 
Geological Survey of the Territories.) 

The foregoing description agrees, in the main, with the observations of the writer. He did 
not, however, see sufScJent evidence of unbroken conformability in the fossiliferous formations of 
the Black Hillsto warrant him in adopting the important conclusion above quoted concerning 
their age. On the contrary, .there seems to be no reason to exempt the Black Hills from the gen- 
eral principle applicable to most of the mountain ranges of North America ; that after an eleva- 
tion of a granitic nucleus, the successive sedimentary formations that surround it were raised by a 
series of paroxysms, produced by the long-continued application of a cosmioal force. The writer 
sees no more reason to suppose the sedimentary strata were, until a comparatively late geological 
" Page 11. " Geological lieport <tf iAe Ki!ploraHoK of the Yell<noab>ne and Miaaoari Bivers." By Dr. F. V. Hajden, under 
tbe direetioD of Capt. W. F. Eeyuolds, Corps of Engineers, 1859-'60. 
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period, entire and coutiouous over the region of the Black Hills, than to suppose tiiQ similar 
granitic and metamorphic axis of Minnesota was at first covered bj the coutiimous strata of the 
Silurian and Devonian that bound it on both sides. It is by no means certain that the dates of all 
the successive npheavals that brought the Black Hills to their present height above the sea level 
eau be determined. The general elevation of vast continental areas would not produce such dis- 
cordance in strata as to appear in tte rocks of every mountain-chain, especially after the lapse of 
time sufficient to cause the denudation of the shore- deposits. They would be detected at points, 
sometimes far remote, where circnmatances were favorable for the greatest displaceineut of the forma- 
tions, or where minute examiuation may have been made. The rocks of the Black Hills show, in 
the opinion of the writer, the following periods of successive disturbance and upheaval, at each of 
which there must have been an accession both to the altitude and area of the Hills : 

1st. The granitic nucleus, which forms the highest portions of the hills, has a marked boundary 
separating it from the schists. This granite is generally massive, though near its union with the 
schists it is somewhat iuterstratifled with them. It cannot be supposed to have been originally 
entirely covered by the schists. 

2d. The schists show evidence of great disturbance and upheaval. Ttiey dip in opposite direc- 
tions and at high angles, standing sometimes vertical. 

3d. In the southern portion of the Black Hills a red qnartaite, later than the schists, rises in 
undulating hills, dipping with their slopes and forming their surfaces, and miist have been thrown 
into those positions by elevating forces before the deposition of the later sedimentary strata. 

4th. After the upper limestone was deposited there was a very profound disturbance and a 
large accession to the area of the Hills. This accession was mainly in the northern portion, the 
limestone and all the lower sedimentary rocks rising en, masse, horizontally stratified, above the 
level of the ocean. It seems inevitable that some of the later formations. Cretaceous for instance, 
should still rest on this level plateau in some part, if they existed there when the elevation took 
place. 

5th. After the Cretaceous, the absence of the Tertiary is sufficient evidence, although the posi- 
tion of the beds is undeniable. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JI. H. WiNCHELL, 

Colonel Wsr. Ludlow, 

Saint Paul, Minn. 
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APPENDIX TO THE GEOLOGICAL REPORT. 



LIST OF TREES AND SHRUBS, BY N. H, WmCHELL. 

In tbc march outward, tlie first pines met witli were found growing on tlic tops and rocliy bluffs 
of the sandstone at Ludlow's Cave. We found tlie same piue on the Sliort-Pine Hills more abun- 
dantly, and from tbere to tlie Black Hills moat of tbe ridges and rocky bluffs had pine iu their 
upper valleys. The following list comprises the trees and shrubs seen in the Black Hills : 

PiNUS EESiNOSA, Ait. Norway pine. This is the only species of pine found in the Black Hills. 
The trees generally are small, but sometimes nearly two teet in diameter. They sometimes stand 
thick, but usually are very sparse. They constitute the forest entirely, except near the divide in 
the northwestern part of the hills, where they are mixed with spruces. There are, also, in some sit- 
uations in t!ie lower levels, a few scattered, stunted, burr-oaks. 

QUKRCUS MA.clt0CA.RPA, Michx. Burr-oak. This tree is never large, and only appears round 
the flanks of the hills. 

POFULUS TEEMULOiDES, Mickx. American aspen. Usually about wind or fire falls, and in 
the valleys; often seen sku^ting along the sides of the valley below the pines, creeping out toward 
its center among the underbrush and grass. Not seen larger than six inches in diameter. 

JuNiPBEUS COMMUNIS, Ij. Coiumon juniper. Both the trailing and tree-like varieties. 

Abies, fsp. f) There are two species of spruce, which ^are probably the' common black and 
the white spruce, though they were uot satisfactorily so identified. They are easily distinguishable 
at a distance by their habit. 

Peunus Pbnnsylvamica, Ij. Wild red cherry. About the flanks of the hills, and especially 
in the neighborhood of wind and fire falls. 

pRUNua ViEGiNiANA, L. Choke cherry. Common along the valleys. 

Bambucus pubbhs, Michx. Eed-berried elder. 

EiBBS PGOSTRATUM, I/'Hcr. I'i'etid currant. Common on rocks. 

EiBES PLORiDtiM, L. Wild black currant. 

EuBUS STEIGOSUS, Michx. Wild red raspberry. Abundant about Harney's Peak. 

EuBTJS nisPIDUS, i. Euuning swamp blackberry. Not common. 

Amelanchiee Canadensis, Torr. and Gray, var. alnifolia. The service-berry is very abundant, 
both in the form of low bushes in open, dry, sparse copses and as thickets in the valleys, growing 
about as high as a man's head. It furnished the most abundant berry met with by the expedition. 

EiBES HiRTBLLUM, Mickx. Smooth gooseberry. Moist grounds and along the banks of 
streams. 

Symphoeicaepus occidentalis, B. Br. Wolfberry. 

Salix, (different species.) Willow. 

COBNUS STOLONiFEEA, Micltx. Eed osicr dogwood. 

CoENUS, fsp, ?J Cornel. 

Betula Ai.iiA, -ear. popuUfolia, S^aoh. American white birch. Noticed first near Harnej's 
Peak. Afterward seen sparsely generally. 

PoTENTiLLA FRUTiCOSA, L. Shrubby cinque-foil. 

Eosa, fxp. fj 
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AeOTOSTAPHYLOS, TJva urSi, Spreng. Bearberry. 

In a reconnaissance toward tlie Bad Lands, tlie following apeeies were noted along the lower 
slopes of the Black Hills, in the valley of French Creek : 

PiHua BESiNOSA, Alt. Norway pine. Some of the largest pines seen in tlie Hills occur in the 
southern portions. 

QUBECUS MACEOCAEPA, Mtchx. Buft-oak. 

Ulmus Americana, £. f"^!. ClayL) WUIA. American elm. 

pEAxraus Ambeicana, L. White-ash. 

ViTis, (>fp. ?) Grape. 

Ampblopsis quxnquefolia, Miclix. Virginia creeper. 

CoRYLtis Ambeicana, Walt. Hazel-nut. 

Negundo aoeroidbs, Moench. Box-elder. The box-elder is a most hardy tree. It is the 
usual tree or treelike shrub along the streams on the plains, and endures the greatest extremes of 
moisture and dryness. 

Ehds typhika, L. Staghorn sumach. 

Bnus tosicodbnbeon, L. Poison ivy. 

CORNUS STOLONIFJSRA, Miehc. Eed-osicr dogwood. 

Bbttjla alba, vwr. popuUfoUa, SpaA:h. White birch. 

PrunuS Virginiana, X. Choke-cherry. 

Spie^a opulifolia, L. Jtine-bark. 

EOSA, (sp. ?) Common everywhere. 

Prunus Americana, Marshall. Wild plum. 

EiBES (sp. f) Smooth white gooseberry. 

Peumtjs Pennsylvakica, L. Wild red cherry. 

During the progress of the expedition, Prof. A. B, Donaldson made a small collection of plants 
These were sent to Prof. John M. Coulter, of Hauover, Ind., for naming. The foUowing is his report 
thereon, with notes on various species : 

HANOVER, Ind., JDeeember 3, 1874. 

Dear Sir: I send you a list of the plants you sent me as I make them out. I arrange 
thetn in the order of Cray. 

EASUNCULACEJ5. 



ACONITUK NASUTUM, Fisch 
LiNUm PERENNK, L. 



LINACE-^. 



GEEANIACB-E. 



Geranium Feemontii, Torr. Plant. FenAL, p. 26. 

The specimens are covered with pilose hairs, seeds beautifully reticulated, 1 to 2 lines long, 
half as broad. Capsule sparingly hairy} more densely so along the dorsal ridge. At the base of 
each capsule, just within, after splitting, may be noticed a tuft of bright white hairs, oue-half its 
length, 

EHAMNACE^. 

Ceanothus velutihus, Doii^l., var. l(Bvigatus, T, and G. 
LEGUMIISOS^. 

LupiNUS ornatus, Dougl. {WatsojCa Eev.in Froc. Amer. Acad., p. 8, j). 628.) 
Lt'PiNUS PAEVIFLORUS, Nutt., ( Watsonh Eeo., I. e.,p. 631.) 

LUPINUS LEUCOPHYLLUS, Lifldl. f 

HOSAOKIA PUESHIANA, Benth. 

Petai-ostemon VIOLACBUS, Mx, 
PeTALOSTBMOH CANDIDUS, Mx. 

Astragalus adsuegens, Pall. 

Astragalus pictus, Gray. 

Glycyeehiza LBPiDOXA, JSwtt. In flower, but undoubted. 
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POTENTILLA ARGUTA, PursJl. 

Epilobium angustifolium, L. 

CENOTHEUA pinnatifida, jVmM. 

CEnothera caiSPiTOsA, Nutt. Form., { Watson's Rev. in Proe. Awer. Acad., 'col. 8, ^. 585, 605, 
inclnding (E. montana and (E. marginata, Butt. ; also, (E. eximia, Gr.) The capsules are sessile, 
conical, 1 incli long, tapering upward from the base, with two wiug-created ribs on each valve, [vide 
Rayden's Miseell. Pub., No. i, Syn. Fl. Col., p. 45.) 

<Bnothera seeeulata, Nntt. 

Gaura cocciNrA, Nutf. 

LOASACE^. 

Mentzelia NUBA, r. antJ 6. Capsule 5-valved at the summit; seeds numerous, J to 2 lines 
long, I line broad; flat, membranous-winged, and disposed to wrinkle in drying. Capsules very 
rough, with a barbed pubescence, conical or cylindrical, IJ to 2 Indies long, 6 to 8 lines wide. 

CACTACEiE. 
MAMILLAEIA VTVIPABA, Baw. 

Opuntia missoueiensis, D. C. f probably this species, but too fragmentary. 

UMBELLIFEE^. 

Caeum gairdneri, Benth. and HooJc. Eaten by the Indians of Wyoming and Idaho, and known 
as " yamp." Has the flavor of carrot. 

EUBIAOE^., 

Galium boreale, L. 

COMPOSITE. 

LlArBIS PUNCTATA, Sook. 
LlATRIS SCARI03A, WUld. 
ASTBR MULTIPLORUS, AH. 

Aster aestivus, Ait. 

Mach^ranthera camescens, Gr. Form. Pubescence roughish ; stem purple, sparingly 
branched ; leaves lanceolate, repand, mucrouate. This form seems to be between M. canescens,. Gr., 
and M. canescens var, latifoUa, Gr. 

Beigeron macranthum, VmM. 

Erigeeon glabellum, Nutt. 

Ebigebon ditergens, T. and G. 

SOLIDAGO VIBGO-AtJRBi, L., Var. 
SOLIDAGO RIGIDA, i. 
SOLlDAGO HBMORALIS, Alt,, Var. 
SOLIDAGO CANADENSIS, i. 

BiGBLOViA GRATEOLEKS, Gr., (Proc. Amer. Acad., v. 8, f. 6i4.) (LiNOSyRls GEAVeolens, 
T. and 6.) 

APLOPAPPirs SPINULOSTJS, DO. 

Geihdelia squarbosa, Dunal. 

Chetsopsis tillosa, Nutt. 

Wtethia AMPLEXicAULig, Hutt. f Too fragmentary. 

Echinacea angustipolia, DG. A variety with shorter rays than usual, 

Eudbeckia hirta, L. 

Lbpachys columnaris, T. and G, 

Lepachys columnaeis, T. and G., rar. puleJterrima ; rays crimson, tipped with yellow. 

IlELIANTHUS PBTIOLARIS, JVmK. 

Helianthus LENTICULAEIS, J)0t€gl. 
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Selianthus laetiploetjs, Pers. 

Gaillabdia akistata, Pursh. 

Achillea millefolium, X. 

Aetemisla dracunculoides, Pursh. 

Aetemisia LUDOVICIANA, Mitt. 

Cebpis eunoinata, T. and G. Root-leaves wautiug. 

Macrorbhynous TROsnaoiDES, T. and G, 

MULCEDUIJI FULCHELLUM, Sutt. 

OAMPANULACE^. 
Campanula eotundipolia, L. 



Abctostraphylos, Um ursi, > 



PBIMULACEJS. 



Lysimachia ciliata, L, 



SCEOPHULARIACE^ . 

Penstemon glabee, Pursk. 

Pbnstemon acuminatus, Dougl. 

Pbnstemon pubesObns, Soland, var. gracilis, Gr. 

LABIATE. ■ 
MONABDA FISTULOSA, L. 
LOPHANTHUa AKISTATUS, Benilt. 
Si'ACHYS PALUSTRis, L., var. eordata, Gr. 

POLEMONIACE^. 
PnLOS CAHESCBNS, T. and G. 

Phlox oaespitosa, Jfutt. 

COLLOMIA LINEARIS, N'utt. 

COKVOLTULACE-33. 
CuscuTA? Too itnmature to determine the species, 

CHEKOPODIACE^. 
OXYBAPHUS ANGUSTIFOLIUS, DC. Form. 

POLYGONACE^. 
Eeiogonum MULTicEPa, N'ees. 

LILIACE^. 
Zygadenus glauous, Nutt. 
Oalochortus nuttallii, T. and G. 
Allium ? Too fragmentary. 

GEAMINE^. 

BouTELouA oligostachya, Torr. 
Tbiticum oanimum, L. 

I remain, very truly, yours, 

Prof. N. H. WlNCHELL. 



John M. Coulter. 
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LIST Of ELEVATIONS ABOVE THE SEA, 

The following tabulated list of elevations above the sea lias been i'uruislied for this report by 
W. Milnor Roberts, chief eagineer of the Northern Pacific IlailroaJ. The level of Lake Superior 
is takea at 600 feet above the oceanj and the elevations are referred, through that datum, to the 
oeeaii-lovel. 

FEOM LAKE SUPBEIOR TO THE MISSOtTEI lilVER. 



Table of distances and elevations above the sea. 



Lake Superior.. 
Jauetion 



MiBBissippi KiveT . 



Partridge River . . , 
Do 

WingEivor 

Do 

A email suminit--. 
Ottor-TailEiver.. 
OttcriTail Eiver . . 
.mail summit... 

Do 

A marsb 

Hay Creek 



Buffalo Kiver, 6th crossing . . 



GlyndOQ 

Soiitli Branob Buffalo Eiver .. 



Moorbead .. 
Red Eiver .. 



Sucfaci of the lake above the oeea 
JiiU(,tion of the Lake Siiperior and 

Miss ssippi Eiver Railroad v 

Morthorn Pacific Eailroad. 
fcunimit (ground) east of the Mil 

Bippi E ver, 10 miles east of Brai nerd. 
Braiueril— groH □ d. 



1 161 
1 1 6 



I 107 
1 333 
1 ^05 
1 338 
1 310 
1 443 
1 344 



1,149 
1,139 



•n, 1866". 



Highest water ever 

Higb witer-mark. 

Low witer 

Ground 

Suifice of water. 

Ground. 

Suifaoe if livei'; ordinarj. 

L fw water 

Ground 

'■urfiue of water. 

Ground 

'Surface of water. 

Ground 

Surf ice of river. 

Ground 

Eailroad 

Streim 

Marsh 

Ground 

Creek 

Ground. 

Eiver. 

Grade of railroad. 

Ground. 
Ground. 

Ground oast side of Red Eivor. 
High-water of Eed Eiver. 
Low-water of Red Eiver. 
. On the west side of Eed Eiver. 
Grade of Northern Pacific Eailroad. 
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Table of distances <md elevatums above the sea — Continued. 



Maple Eiver 

Do 

Goose Creek 

A BDrnmit ■■•... .;-.. 

Small steetun 

Do 

A Bummit 

Cheyenne Eiver- 

Cbeyenne Eiver 

Small summit 

Lake Eckelson 

Do 

Small summit 

DepreBsion , 

Small summit 

SpIritWood Coulee 

Small Bummit 

Jamestown 

James Biver 

A summit 

A depression 

Small summit 

Plat and wet 

Small summit ,. 

A depression 

Swale 

Sommit 

Apple Creek Valley 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Missouri River, near Bismarck 



1,198 
1,430 
l,4fiO 



l,8ia 
1,827 
1,727 
1.7ai 
1,736 
1,786 
1,845 



l,70y 
l,fi40 



Grade of Northern Pacific Eailroad. 

Bed of stream. 

I.OW bauks. 

Ground and railroad. 

Eailroad. 

Small stream flowing soutli. 

Eailroad ; ground nearly the same. 

Eailroad. 

Cheyenne Eiver. 

Eailroad, and ground. 

Railroad gra^Ie. 

Surface of lake. 

Railroad grade. 

■ Grade of railroad. Ground 8 foetlowoi 

Grade of railroad, and ground. 

Grade of railroad. 

Water-way, 

Grade of railroad and ground. 

Do. 
James Eiver. 

Railroad grade. Slight undulating be- 
tween James River and this sun 
Eailroad grade. 

Do. 

Do. 



Eailroad grade, moderate undnlatio 

Do. 

Do. 
Eailroad grade, water, flat. 
Railroad grade. 
Flat region. 
Ground 1/JOO feet above the ho a. 



Old bottom of the Missouri Eivi 
Surface of the Missouri River. 



J by Google 



73 

Mevationa between the Missouri Biverand tha Yellowstone Biver, via Meart Biver an^ 
Qlend.ive's. Creek. {From the Northern, Paoifie Bailroad survey of 1871.) 



Locality. 


Distance. 


Elevation. 


=.„.i.. 




Miles. 


Feet. 
1,640 
a, 530 

S,580 
2,680 
9,703 
2,555 
2,400 
2,270 
2,250 
2,390 
2,550 
2,690 
2,790 

2,715 
2,7S0 
2,730 
2,630 
2,815 
9,300 

2,140 
2,050 
2,013 


One liundred and tbirfcj-five miles west 
of tte Missouri Eiver. 

Yellowstone Eiver. 


West of tlie Missouri Eiver.... 


135 

140 

145 

UOi 

150 

154 

160 

165 

170 

175 

130 

183 

185 

187^ 

190 

195 

197 

200i 

210 

215 

220 

225 

29G 






First crossing of Little Missouri. 
Mouth of Andi'ow's Creek 






Summit, (Andrew's Creek) 


Glendive's Creek divide 








YeUowstone Biver 
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PALEONTOLOGIOAL RETOKT. 



By George Bird Grinnell. 



New Haven, Oohn., January 1, 1875. 

J>ear Sir: I beg leave to Land you herewith ray reports on the zoology and paleontology of 
the region traversed during the past snmmer by General Caster's reconuaiasauce to the Black 
Hills. 

My preliminary report, as you know, was necessarily written very hurriedly on the cars, and 
without access to my note-books or collections. It was, therefore, very incomplete, and in one or two 
details incorrect, 

The rapidity with which the command traveled admitted of but a very hasty and incomplete 
survey of the region. The time allowed for collections was short, and only such animals were 
observed as could be most readily found. 

The fossils were collected by Trofessor Winchell and myself, our labors in that department 
being mutually supplementary. Hence in the report on Paleontology I have used the pronoun 
" we," desiring so to indicate the joint character of the collection. 

For constant sympathy and assistance in the field permit me to express my sincere thanks to 
General Ouster, General G. A. Forsyth, and yourself. To Professor O. 0. Marsh and Mr. E. P. 
Whitfield, I am indebted for valuable assistance in the identification of my fossils. 
I am, sir, with great resjiect, your obedient servant, 

Geo. Bird Grinkbll. 

Col. William Ludlow, 

r of the Department of Dakota. 



EBPOET. 



We left Fort Lincoln July 2, and proceeded in a generally southwesterly direction over a 
rolling prairie, in some places covered with granite howlders, all smoothed and polished by the sand 
which the almost unceasing wind blows against them. These bowlders are often of large size and 
are worn and rounded by the constant friction to which they have been exposed during their long 
journey. The whole country for many miles west of the Missouri Elver is covered with this drift, 
and no outcrop of sedimentary rocks appears for some distance. Thirty miles from Fort Lincoln 
the first fossils of the trip were found, high up on a lofty butte, and jnst beneath the layer of friable 
yellowish sandstone with which all the higher bluffs were capped. The fossils were a few shells, 
indicating a fresh-water deposit, and included a Unio, a Corhula, and Melania (GoniobaSis) 
nebrascensis, Meekj one or two specimens of the last-mentioned showing an approach to var. 
tmuicarinata. The relative position of the beds to which these belong is well determined, hut in 
the uncertainty which prevails among high authorities as to in which formation, Cretaceous or 
Tertiary, they should be placed, it is sufdcient for our present purpose merely to indicate the exact 
horizon. 

Prom this point on, no fossils were found nor were any bad lands seen, until after leaving 
Ludlow's Cave, July 12, Soon after this, however, the country became much more rough and bar- 



J by Google 



76 

ren. Washed clay bluffs were seen in great numbers, and seams of lig'uite, generally finely crum- 
bling and impure, were almost invariably present. Many of these washes were visited and 
thoroughly explored, but all proved barren of fossils. Soon, however, the bare blaffs became so 
numerous that it was impossible for us to visit all of them and still keep up with the column, and 
we were obliged to content ourselves with examining such as seemed most promising, passing the 
others with merely a glance.. 

At Castle Butte, a lofty, square-shaped bluff, named from its resemblance to a meditoval 
castle, were found the first vertebrate remains. This locality is about six miles north of Prospect 
Valley, and is eight or ten miles distant from the Little Missouri. Here were found the crushed 
and flattened leg bone of some enormous animal and a few fragmentary turtle bones, all so fragile 
and weathered that we were unable to transport them to camp. It was impossible to determine at 
the time, without specimens for comparison, what the former fossil was. A hasty examination on 
the spot led me to conclude that it was part of a mastodon ; a careful study of similar remains since 
made, together with the subsequent discovery of more characteristic fossils from what were evi- 
dently the same beds, renders it highly probable that it was the femur of a dinosaur. 

At Short-Pine Buttes on the Little Missouri, which point we passed July 16, is an extensive 
range of bare, denuded bluffs, a favorite basking-ground of the Big-horn, (0. Montana.) These 
washes gave promise of considerable richness in vertebrate remains. Unfortunately, however, as 
we were able to devote hut a very short time to their examination, little was accomplished. Two 
large vertebra) and the base of a skull were secured, both of which proved to be remains of gigantic 
dinosaurs, and would seem to be very near the genus Radrosaurm, Leidy. The vertebrae are cha- 
acteristic, and indicate herbivorous dinosaurs. They represent a species nearly as large as 
Hadrosaurus Foulkii, Leidy. 

Later in the day a few fossiliferous concretions were found on the prairie among the sage-brush 
and cactus. These were all Cretaceous, and consisted principally of a new species of Terebratula and 
Anchura Mangulata, M. and H, 

On the 17th of July many more invertebrates were found. Large numbers of limestone coTicre- 
tions were seen lying on the prairie, as on the preceding day, and many of these, cracked and broken 
by exposure to the weather, had become little more than mere shell-heaps. The fossils were most 
of them badly weathered ; but when a concretion could be found which had not broken up, the 
specimens from it were well preserved. Among the species found were the following, all of them 
marine forms : A new species of Terebratula, Lintopsts stnato-punotata, Ev. and Shum. ; Amauropsis 
palu^niformis, H. and M. ; Tanikora (Meritopsis fj ambigua, M. and Jff. ; Pteria linguifomm, Bv. 
and Shum. ; SoapMtes conradi, Morton ; IfwcuJa planimarginata, M. and H. ; Scapkites nodosus, 
Owen J CinuUa (Awllanaj concinna^ H. and M. A comparison of these fossils with specimens col- 
lected by Dr. Hayden, and now in the Yale Museum, indicates that these beds belong to the so-called 
Fort Pierre group. 

No more fossils were aetsn until July 21, when, traveling through a very rough country, we 
noticed many fragments of Belemnites, and during the day secured undoubted specimens of Belem- 
nites densus. In some beds of hard, yellowish clays large numbers of Gryphcea calciola, Quenst, var. 
nebrascensis, M. and II,, were found, together with a few flue specimens of Camptonectes bellistriata, 
Meek. These characteristic fossils determine, beyond the possibility of a doubt, the formation to 
be Jurassic. The beds in which these fossils were found overlie the bright-red gypsiferous beds that 
have been referred to the Triassic. Unfortunately, although a careful search was made for them, 
no fossils were found in these latter strata. 

For two days we traveled through a country where these deposits were constantly in view j the 
bright red of the rocks pleasantly relieved by the layers of pure white gypsum that everywhere in- 
tersected them. At one point which we passed there was a large mass of pure gypsum which rose 
from the plain 8 feet high, 8 feet wide, and about 20 long. We could see that it had once been 
much larger, and the Sioux scouts with us stated that the Indians had for centuries been in the 
habit of visiting it and carrying away fragments from which to make ornaments. 

On the 25th of July a gritty, metamorphic limestone made its appearance, which proved to 
be Carboniferous, as indicated by the following fossils which were found in it : Spirifera centronata, 
Winehell, a coral near Zaphrentis, a species oi Athyris, a Syrmgopora, much resembling S. mult- 
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attenuata, a Slf^torhynchus, probably referable to S. Keokuk, Hall, (Semiprmiies crenistria, Dav.) 
This limestone, which was a pinkish gray, was very thick, and covered the hills in all directions. 
Althotigb it contained many fossils, it was a difBcult roatter to find any aufBciently well preserved 
to retain their specific characteristics. The nest day, Jaly 26, we observed a limestone much 
resembling that of the 25th, bat light purple in color. It was, however, evidently of the same age 
with the preceding. All these beds dipped sharply away from the hills. The pnrple limestone 
contained crinoidal columns, a Spirifera, a Productus, and a finely radiated species of coral resem- 
bling ZaphrmUs, but not sufficiently perfect for identification. 

July 27th, along Castle Creek several outcrops of a coarse granite, containing large crystals of 
white feldspar, were noticed, and this soon became the only rock to be seen. Here, however, it was 
overlaid by a hard, fine-grained mica-slate, and over this, horizontally, was a deposit of brown sand- 
stone, somewhat laminated, apparently the Potsdam. This contained a new Oholua, associated 
vith JdiigulepisprimtE/ormis, M. and H., and Obolella nana, Billings, These forms were so abundant 
as to give the stone a speckled appearance, the shells being crowded closely together and everily 
distributed through the rock. There were no other fossils found, in these beds. 

On the Ist of August, while the command was lying in camp near Harney's Peak, General Ous- 
ter, who on this occasion, as on all others, manifested the most kindly interest in our work, informed 
us that he was about to send two companies of cavalry to the Big Cheyenne, and inquired if we 
would like to accompany the party. It was originally intended that they should be gone only 
two days, but G-eneral Custer afterward consented to extend the time to three days, in order to 
give us an opportunity to m.ake collections. We started the following morning, but were unsuccess- 
ful in our attempt to reach the river. The country proved even worse for traveling than had been 
anticipated, and on the evening of the second day we found ourselves on Spring Creek, still twelve 
or fifteen miles from the point where the river was supposed to run. To the southeast of us the high, 
white bluffs that indicated the Tertiary Mauvaises Terres could be seen stretching away for many 
miles, apparently without a trace of vegetation ; but we were obliged to turn back without an op- 
portunity of visiting them. In leaving the Black Hills we passed over the granite, the mica slate, 
the purplish carboniferous limestone, which here contained a coral resembling Zaphrentis centralis, 
Bv. and Shum, an Atliyris, and Spirifera centronaia, Winchell. Above the limestone we found theEed 
Beds, (Jurassic or Triassic,) but wewere unable, during our hasty march, to find any characteristic Jur- 
assic fossils. Immediately above the Red Beds were 40 or 50 feet of hard, yellow, arenaceous clays, 
containing Inoceramusprobl&maticus in great numbers, but no other fossils. Later in the day we saw, 
on a little washed place, a few fragments of bone. These were parts of the rib of a large mammal, 
which must have nearly equaled an elephant in bulk. Judging from the nature of the specimen, 
as well as from the surrounding clays, this animal was probably Brontotherium, Marsh, and if so, 
would indicate Lower Miocene, or the older of the great lake-basins that once covered this region. 

The Miocene lake, as Professor Marsh, of Tale College, has shown, had the Black Hills as its 
northwestern boundary, the Eocky Mountains as its western border, and extended southward only 
to near the northern line of Kansas ; the Pliocene lake above it being much larger, reaching south- 
ward even to 'J?exas. Our own observations daring thepast summer have defined the northern limits 
of these basins, and show that they probably did not extend much beyond the Big Cheyenne. The 
animals of both of these lakes were mainly tropical species, and those of each lake quite distinct 
from those of the other, and all widely different from any now living. In contrast of our lack of 
success in obtaining collections from this section of the country, it may be well to mention that Pro- 
fessor Marsh, during a short expedition that he recently made to these beds, secured about two tons 
of vertebrate fossils. 

We reached the main camp again on the morning of August 5, and the next day commenced 
our return march to Fort Lincoln. Nothing of interest was observed until August 10, when we 
passed over a Carboniferous limestone similar to that mentioned as having been seen July 25, but 
containing a few additional fossils. Most of these, unfortunately, are but poorly preserved, and 
cannot be specifically identified. The genera, however, can be made out. One or two specimens 
were found in these beds, resembling in their form and in their evenly plicated surface, the genus 
Betzia, {Eumeiria, Hall.) There were also many specimens of Bhynclionella, and a single Euoinplia- 
Ims, all too imperfect for specific identification. 
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On the 15th we passed over a buff shale, apparentiy Cretaceous, wliich contaiued eycloUlal flsh- 
scales and a few vertcbrEe and spines, or rather the impressions of all these, for none were preserved. 

August 17th we came again to the black and purple shales, ITort Pierre group, that we first saw 
near the Belle Foarche, and which border the Black Hills on the north and east. In these, a short 
distance north of Slave Butte, we found many large limestone concretions lying in position in the 
shale. These, on being broken up, were found to consist wholly of marine Oretaoeous shells, princi- 
pally Inoceramus convexm, H. and M.; Anehura hiangulata, M. and H.; Limopsis striato-punctata,; Ev. 
and Shum.; Y<mi}cora{N'eritopsisf)amMgua,M.»ind.'H..; ScapMtes oonradi,M.oTton.; S.nodosits,OweD.; 
Anclmra {J)repanoGheil-us) amerioana, M. j and Baculites avatus, Say. 

We reached the Little Missouri August 20, striking the river a few miles south of the Bad Lands. 
I had been informed that this locality was very rich in fossils, and all the t i me spent near the river 
was employed in searching for them. We were unable, however, to discover any trace of animal 
remains. Beds of lignite were very numerous, and though much of it was impure and shaley, still 
occasionally a seam occurred where it closely resembled cannel-coal in the massive compactness of 
its texture and its smooth even fracture. We saw many examples of the baking and fusing of the 
Buperincnmbent rocks by the burning out of the lignite beds, as mentioned in Dr. Hayden's Report,* 
and more recently by Professor J. A. Allen, to whose very interesting and exhaustive article on the 
subject I would especially refer.t A part of the beds explored by us on the Little Missouri may, 
perhaps, be referred to what Dr. Haydeu calls "beds of transition,"! but in many cases they con- 
tained seams of lignite. But one day was spent upon the Little Missouri, and then, directing our 
course eastward, we set out for Fort Lincoln. 

On the 28th of August, in a ravine near the Sweetbriar, I noticed a large number of silieifled 
stumps of trees. They were about 30 feet below the surface of the ground, and all were standing 
upright, in the natural position. The trees wore large, the smallest being about 2J feet in diameter 
and ranging from that up to 4 feet. All through' the trip we found silicified wood very abundant 
scattered over the prairie, but this was the only instance in which we found it apparently in posi- 
tion. The absence, however, of any characteristic fossils rendered the age of this formation 
doubtful. 

"Br, Hinee, inHajden's Geological Report of the Exploration of the Yellowatone and Miaaouri Rivers. Chap. II. p.%. 

t Proo. Bost. Soc, Nat. Hist., Vol. XVI, part III, p. 21f). MetamorplioBes produced by the burning of liguite bads in 
Dakota and Montana. By J, A. Allen. 

t Geological Report of the Exploration of the Yellowstoue and Missouri Eivore, by Dr. F. V. Hayden, assistant. 
Chap. V, pp. 45-46. 
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ZOOLOGICAL REPORT. 



CHAPTER I. 
MAM:MALS- 



1. Pelis conooloe, Linn. 

Cougar; Ainericart Panther. 

I saw but a single panther while we were in the Black Hills, and that oue, as far as I cau dis- 
cover, was the only one observed by any member of the expedition. I believe, however, that they 
are qnite numerous in this locality, as on several occasions I saw indications of their recent pres- 
ence, and once found the partially devoured remains of a deer that had just been left by one of 
these animals. 

2, Lynx uufits, Eaf. 

Bay In/mc; Wildcat. 
Heither this nor the next species were seen by any one connected with the expedition. Never- 
theless, the descriptions given by Charles Keynolda, the hnnter, of two small cats, not uncommon 
about Fort Lincoln and to the west of that post, were such as to satisfy me of the existence of L. 
rufus and X. canadensis in considerable numbers along the larger rivers that we passed, and they 
are doubtless-common in the Black nills as well. 

3. Lynx canadensis, Baf. 

Canada IJymK. 
Probably common in Black Hills. 

GAISIDM. 

4. Oanis ocgidentalis var. griseo-albus, Biclt. 

Gray Wolf; TmUr Wolf. 

I found the gray wolf one of the most common animals in the Black Hills, and hardly a day 
passed without my seeing several individuals of this species. They were generally observed singly 
or by twos and threes, sneaking along the mountain sides or crossing the narrow valleys. They 
were quite shy, and lost no time in plunging into the dense woods as soon as they perceived us. 
Their howlings were often heard at night j and on oue occasion I heard the doleful sound at mid- 
day — a bad omen, if we may trust the Indians. 

5. Canis latrans, Say. 

Prairie Wolf; Coyoti. 

The coyote was found in considerable numbers on the plains, and was especially abundant 
among the elevated table-lands that were crossed just before reaching the Black Hills. After pen- 
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etrating into the hills proper, however, I did not see a single specimen uatil I left them for the Big 
Cheyenne, when I again noticed coyotiSs in numbers. In the Black Hills this species would seem 
to be replaced by the preceding. Among the Mauvaises Terres of the Little Missouri I saw a few 
of both species. 

a. VULPBS MACBOURUS, Balrd. 

Prairie Fox. 

Only three individuals of this species were seen by mo — an old female and two young. They 
had established themselves in a commodious burrow on the edge of a prairie-dog town, wheTe they 
could obtain an abundant supply of food with very little exertion. 

7. Ytjlpbs' VELOX, AuA. & Bach. 

Kit-Fox; Swift. 

This pretty little fox is abundant everywhere on the plains, though not often seen, on account 
of its small size and its disposition to hide when it can, in preference to running. An exaggerated 
idea of this animal's fleetness prevails among hunters and plains-men, probably induced by the 
extreme evenness and regularity with which it runs. The animal seems fairly to glide along the 
earthj'and its movements resemble the flight of a bird rather than the gait of a quadrnped. The 
Swift undoubtedly runs very fast, but not as fast as the jackass-rabbit, {L. eallotis.) I saw Gen- 
eral Custer's hounds catch one after a chase of not more than half a mile, while the capture of a 
full-grown hare often necessitated a ran of fully two miles. 

MUSTBLID^. 

8. PllTOKIUS LONGIOAUDA, Ewk. 

Weasel. 

A single weasel of this species was taken August 24 on the headwaters of Heart River. 

9. PUTOEIUS TISON, Eich. 

Mink. 

This species is abundant on the larger streams flowing into the Missouri River. I saw no liv- 
ing specimens while in the Black Hills, but observed frequent signs of their presence along the 
streams, and saw a skin which the owner told me he had taken while there. 

10. LUTEA nANADENSIS, Sab. 

otter. 
Abundant on Heart and Caunon-Ball Rivers, and probably in the Black Hills. 

11. Mephitis mephitica, Baird. 

SkuvJc. 
Common about the Missouri and Heart Rivers and in the Black Hills. 

12. TAXrDEA AMEEICANA, Baird. 

American Badger. 

I found the badger very abundant from Fort Lincoln to the edge of the Black Hils, but saw 
none after leaving the plain country. They are generally to be seen prowling about through the 
settlements of the prairie dogs, [Cynomys luAovicianus,) which animals constitute a considerable 
portion of their food. 
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13. Uesub horkibilis, OM. 
Grizzly Bear. 

Altliough we saw intlications of the presence of large narnbers of grizzlies during our march 
through the Black Hills, only a few were killed, chiefly from lack of time to devote to their cap- 
ture. The first one killed was secured by General Custer and Colonel Ludlow. It was a very old 
male, the canine teeth being mere broken stumps, many of the incisors gone, and the molars worn 
down almost to the gums. In color it was everywhere a deep, glossy black, except on the head and 
on the lower parts of the shoulders and thighs, where there was a slight sprinkling of dark-gray 
bairs. The old veteran bore on his body the marks of many a conflict On his back, just behind 
the shoulders, was a rugged scar 10 inches long and 2 wide ; his face was marked in several places, 
and his sides and thighs were disfigured in the same manner. These scars, I am led to believe, 
were the result of battles with some rival during the rutting season. 

Very different in appearance were an old female and two cubs that were killed later in the trip, 
and much farther to the eastward, by two of our Indian scouts. Ttie cubs were about half grown, 
and, with the mother, were of a yellowish clay color. The inner half of each hair was deep black, 
but the outer extremity was a bright reddish-yellow. This gave them a curious mottled appear- 
ance and induced many of those who saw them to consider them a different species from the one 
killed by General Custer. I saw no evidences of any great ferocity in any of thespecimens killed 
by the party. None made any attempt at defense unless so badly wounded as to be unable to 
escape by flight ; even the old female just referred to continued to run after both her cubs had 
been disabled. 

The swiftness of the grizzly is considerable, and in a rough country it can easily run away 
from a stow horse. Even on the prairie it requires a pretty good animal to catch them, and it took 
several hours' hard riding to overtake the three last mentioned. The most easterly point at which 
I noticed this species was on the headwaters of the Heart Biver, about thirty miles east of the 
Little Missouri. 

SOIUEID^. 

14. SciDEUS nuDSONius, Pallas, 
Med Squirrel. 
Specimens of this squirrel collected in the Black Hills are in all respects similar to those from 
the Eastern States, 

15. (^) Ptbromys alpinus, Rich. 

Flying Squirrel. 
A single Ptoromys, believed to be of this species, was seen in the Black Hills. 
16. TAMIAS QUADBIViTl'ATOS. 
Missouri Oround Squirrel. 
This interesting little squirrel is common throughout all the country traversed by the expedi- 
tion. Wherever there was timber or washed bad lands, there we heard the sh<irp note and saw 
the active form of this little burrower. It was especially numerous in the pine forests of the Black 
Hills and in the Mauvaises Terres along the Little iVlissouri ; in which latter locality it, with the 
rock-wren and horned toad, was almost the only animal to be seen. Tliis species was by no 
means shy, and seemed not at all to regard the near presence of an observer. 

17, (?) SPERMOFHILUS RICHABDSONn, Cuv. 
Biehardson?s Ground Squirrel. 
A Spermophile, probably of this species, was seen near the headwaters of the Heart Eiver, on 
our return march, but I was unable to secure any specimens. 
11 B H 
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18. Sfermophilus tridecem-lineatus, Aud. (fc Bach. 

Striped Prairie Squirrel. 

This squirrel was fonnd in large numbers on tlie plains, but was not seen after crossing the 
Belle Fourcbe, until we left the Hills on our return march. 

19. Cthomys ludovicianus, Baird. 

Prairie Dog. 
Abundant everywhere on the plains. 

20. Abctobiys flativenter, Bach. 

Western Woodvhuek. 

A single specimen was' killed in the Hills. 

21, Castor - CANADENSIS, JS^wfti. 

Beam&r, 

This species was common on all the large streams which we crossed on our way to the Black 
Hills, in many places having by means of their dams retained a plentiful supply of water when 
the creek both aboye and below was dry. They were also numerous in the Hills, as their dams 
and houses in many of the streams bore witness. 

SAOCOMYID^. 

33, Gbomts bursarius, Rich. 

Pouched Gopher. 

One specimen observed on the headwaters of Heart Eiver. 

23. Thosiomys bufescbws, Maxim. 

Port Union Gopher. 

This species was seen on Heart Eiver, near Fort Lincoln ; a miner caught one in his naked 
hand. It was very gentle, and made no attempt at resistance, 

24. Fiber ziebthicus, Cuv. 

MuHhrat. 

The muskrat is very abundant on all flowing streams in that part of Dakota which we trav- 
ersed, and still -more so farther to the north. Especially is this true of the Mouse Eiver, where, as 
I am informed, these animals may be seen swimming about by hundreds in the spring when the 
river has overflowed its banks aud forced them to leave their holes. 

HYSTEICID^. 

25. Erithizon bpixakthtjs, Brandt. 

Yelloic-hoAred Porcupine. 

Several individuals of this species were captured on the headwaters of Heart Eiver, and 
brought into the post alive. 
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LEPOEID^. 

26. Lefus CAZ.T.OTm,lWagler. (1) 

Jackass Rabbit. 

Abundant on the plains. Several yonng ones were captured and brought in alive. 

27. liBPUS ARTEMISIA, Bach. 

Sage Mabbit. 

Common near the Missouri River, and observed also on the Little Missouri. 

CERVID^. 

28, Cbrvus canadensis, Erxleben. 

Elk; Wapiti. 

Although but few elk were seen during the trip, we found in the Black Hills every indication 
of their recent presence in large numbers. During a single day's march eleven pairs of horns, 
attached to the skull, were picked up by members of the expedition. Horns that had been shed 
were very abundant, and it was by no means an unusual thing to see fifteen or twenty single antlers 
in a morning's ride. 

On Elkhorn Prairie we came upon a collection of horns gathered together by the Indiana. 
Three lodge-poles had been set up in the ground so as to form a tripod, and supported by these was 
a pile of horns 8 or 10 feet high. Tlie horns had all been shed, and had apparently been collected 
from the surrounding prairie and heaped up here by the Indians. There is much variation in 
the horns of this species, most of which I imagine to be due to injuries to the horns while young 
and soft. Many of the specimens examined this summer were much flattened near the extremities) 
so much so in one or two eases as to be from 6 to 7 inches wide. In two instances the basal prong 
of the. horn, instead of projecting forward and downward in the usual manner, turned outward 
and downward, and then, curving inward and np again, brought the point of the snag immediately 
under the animal's throat. 

29. Obevus tirg-inianus, Boddaert. 

Virgima Desr ; Bed Deer. 

A few of these deer were seen near the Missouri Eiver, and on the Cannon Ball. In the Black 
Hills, however, this species is replaced by the following. 

30. Ciatvus LEUOUEUS, Douglas. 

White-tailed Deer ; Cotton-tail. 

The difference in size between this and the preceding species is so great, that there exists even 
among hunters a very general opinion that the red deer of the mountains is different from the red 
deer of the Missonri Eiver and the Eastern States. This species was very abundant in the Black 
Hills, and especially so in the vicinity of Castle Creek and Elkhorn Prairie. I imagine that near 
this point there are some salt " licks ;" at least members of the. Sioux hunting party which we 
encountered spoke of places where the deer " eat the ground," and said that they watched for them 
there. They were also very numerous about the head of Elk Creek, and, indeed, all through the 
northeastern portion of the hills. It was said that one hundred deer, principally of this species, 
were killed by the command August 9. 
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31. Ceevus maceotis, Say. 
Mule Deer. 

This (leer was observed in considerable numbers ia the Black Hills, in the neighborhood of 
Blkhorn Prairie, but they were by no means so abundant there as in the rough, broken country 
through which we passed just before I'eaching the Hills. 

Near onr first crossing of the Betle Fourche, and for a day or two while we were skirting the 
Hills, this was the only species seen. In the Mauvaises Terres of the Little Missouri, and on the 
headwatei's of the Heart Eiver, they were quite numerous. We saw but few bucks during the trip, 
most of the individuals noticed being does, and each one followed by two pretty little fawne. 

CAVICOKNIA. 

32. Amtilocapea amekicana, Ord. 
Prong-Jtorned Antelope, 

Until within a short time, antelope were very common about Port Lincoln, but the Arickaree 
Indians that are now maintained at tbait post as scoots have hunted them so persistently that the 
few that still remain in the vicinity are exceedingly wild, and one may ride ten or fifteen miles from 
the fort without seeing more than five or six. As we proceed, however, the antelope become more 
numerous, until finally there is no hour of the day when they are not to be seen either running 
gracefully oft' over the prairie or curiously watching the command from the top of some distant 
bluff. 

The antelope is regarded by hunters as the most difdcult to kill of any animal tbund on the 
prairie or in the mountains. In proportion to its size, it is more tenacious of life than the grizzly 
bear, and from its astonishing speeditisoftenenabled to escape even after having received a wound 
that would have brought a deer or an elk immediately to the ground. A specimen, shot by 
Charles Eeyn olds, had one fore leg broken at the knee and one hind leg broken just below the 
knee. Notwithstanding these wounds, it ran much faster than a horse could gallop for over two 
miles and a half, when, becoming exhausted, it lay down and awaited the approach of the hunter, 
who gave it the coup de grace. I have seen several specimens wounded in such a manner that their 
entrails dragged along the ground as they ran, but even under such conditions they can outstrip a 
horse, until exhausted by loss of blood. 

33. OVIS MONTANA, Cm». 

Bighorn ; Mountain Sheep. 
A female of this species was seen near the Little Missouri August 33. The flrst "signs" seen 
were at Short PiQe Buttes, near the Little Missouri, and all along this stream they seemed to be 
very numerous. So wary were they, however, that it was impossible under the circumstances to 

secure any specimens. 

34. Bos AWERiCANUS, G-melin. 

Buffalo, 

No buffalo were seen during the trip, nor do I know that any exist at present in the region 
traversed ; but one or two circumstances lead me to infer that there may still be found a few indi- 
viduals in this section of the country. 

In Prospect Valley 1 found the skull of an old bull, with part of the hide still clinging to it. 
Also, on French Creek, not far from the Big Cheyenne, I noticed the lower jaw of a cow, with the 
priosteum still on it. 

It is but a few years since the country through which we passed was the favorite feeding-ground 
of the buffalo, and their white skulls dot the prairie in all directions. Sometimes these are col- 
lected by the Indians, and arranged on the ground in fantastic patterns. In one of these collections 
which I noticed, the skulls had been painted red and blue in stripes and circles, and were arranged 
in five parallel rows of twelve each, all the skulls facing the east. 
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CHAPTER II 

BIRDS. 
TUKDID-^. 

1. TuEDUs swAiHSONT, Cobanis. 

Olive-hoAilcecL Thrmh. 

This thrush is abundant in the thick timljer on the Missouri Eivor bottom, near Fort LiLColu, 
where I heard many of them singing each morning and evening. 

2, TUEDUS MIGBATOEIUS, lAnn. 

Robin. 

I fonnd the robin abundant about Fort Lincoln early in Jane. They had juat brought their 
first brood from the nest, and were building again. Late in July and early in August 1 saw them 
in flocks in the Black Hills. They were feeding in company with Colaptes mexicamis on the red 
raspberries that grew in the greatest profusion on the rocky slopes of the mountains. 

3. Harporhyncsus rufus, Gabwnis. 

Brown Thrasher; Red Thrush. 

This species was common along the Missouri, on the Heart Elver, and on the elevated wooded 
buttes which we passed at short intervals. They were quite shy, and seemed desirous of avoiding 
observation, scuttling into the thickets when approached. 

i. Galeoscoptbs CAHOLINENSIS, Cobanis. 

Gat-Bird. 

Breeding in considerable numbers along the Missouri and Heart Bivers. 

ClSQJAtiM. 

5. (!) CiNOLUS MEXICAHUS, Bwains. 

American Dipper. 

A single specimen was observed on Elk Creek, but I was unable to secure it. 

SAXIOOLIDJE. 

6. SlALIA AECTICA, Swaifts. 

Bocky Mountain Blue-bird, 

This interesting and beautiful bird was very abundant in the Black Hills. I first noticed it 
near Short Pine Buttes, where I saw a family of full-grown young. Afterward I saw it in the open 
woodlands near the Belle Fourche, and on French Creek, not far from Harney's Peak. In the latter 
locality it was especially common, and each little opening in the woods was occupied by a family. 

In their habits of feeding they closely resemble the eastern blue-bird, {S. Sialis.) There is,' how- 
ever, a noticeable difference in their notes ; the esill of arctica being shorter than, and not nearly 
so mellow as, that of its eastern congener. 
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PAEID^. 

7. Pabus Ateicapillus var, SEPTENTRIONALIS, Harris. 

Lang-taiJsd CMckadee. 

This liusy and familiar little bird was rather eommoa in the Blaek Hills. They were always 
seen in small parties, apparently members of one family, and were constantly eugaged in searching 
for food in the pines. 

SITTIDiE. 

8. SiTTA CAEOLraBNSIS Var. ACULBATA, GOSS. 

Slender MUed JSut-hatoh. 

This nut-hatch I saw for the first time in the heavy pine timber near Elk Creek, Angust 12 
The birds were in small parties, and were feeding along the branches and trunks of the trees in the 
ordinary manner. They were indastrious, and withal noisy, their notes differing somewhat from 
those of the eastern form. There were a few speeimens of Paras atrimpillus var. septentrionaUs 
associated with them. 

9. SiTTA CANADEKSIS, Linn. 

Bedrbellied Nut-ftatch. 

A single family of this species, of which one individual was secured, was observed among 
heavy pine timber near Elk Creek, August 12. 

TKOGLODTTID^. 

10. Salpinctbs obsolbtus, Cabanis. 

Eoch Wren. 

About a high sandstone. butte, thirty miles southwest of I'ort Lincoln, I first saw this species. 
The birds were numerous, running about over the detached blocks of the sandstone, and darting 
in and out of the weather-wora holes in the rock. I again saw thera in numbers among the 
Mavvaiaes Terres on the Little Missouri. They are active, vivacious little birds, now flying up the 
face of a perpendicular bank with the dancing movements of a butterfly, now darting into some 
hole in the blufl', and unexpectedly reappearing at the mouth of another. At short intervals they 
utter a grating, querulous cry. 

11. Tbo&lodttbs aedon, Vicillot. 

Mo-use Wren. 

This familiar little wren was quite abundant about Fort Lincoln, where it was breeding in all 
the little wooded ravines near the river. I saw none after leaving the post. 

SYLVIOOLID^. 

12. Dbndeoica estiva., Baird. 

Summer Yellow-bird. 

Observed in numbers on Heart Eiver and on the head of Knife Eiver. 

13. Dendeoioa audubohti, Baird. 

Audubon's WarUer. 

A single bird of this species was taken August 1, near Harney's Peak. 
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14. ICTEEIA VIRENS, Baird. 

Yellow-breasted Chat. 

I heard tbe familiar notes of this bird several times, both on the Missouri and on Heart Eiver, 
bnt was unable to catch a glimpse of the bird itself. 

HIEUNDISIDiE. 

15. Peounb subis, BaiVd. 

Purple Martin. 

This species was very abundant in the Black Hills. Early in August I observed them in fam- 
ilies, restiug on the highest branches of the tall dead pines, whence they made short excursions. 
They were quite tame; one little group in the top of a high tree, out of reach of fine shot, remaining 
until three of their number had been killed by Mr. North with his rifle. Such birds as were 
brought to the ground only wounded screamed and bit with much spirit, 

16. Pbtrochelidon ltjniprons, Baird. 

Cliff Swallow. 

Early in July I found a colony of these birds breeding on some low sandstone battes near 
White Cedar Creek. The buttes were capped with a layer of harder rock, aud beneath a projecting 
shelf of this the nests were built. They all contained young about two-tliirds grown. 

The parent birds displayed much uneasiness while I i-emained near the spot, circling about my 
head in a dense flock, and constantly uttering loud cries of anxiety. 

17. HiEUNDO HOREBOEUM, Barton. 

Barn Swallow. 

The barn swallow is common about Fort Lincoln, but I saw none on the plains after leaving 
the Missouri Eiver. In the Black Hills, however, they were numerous, and were often seen flying 
about over the valleys in search of food. 

18. HiEUNDO THALASSINA, Swmns. 

Violet-green Swallow. 

I observed a single family of these beautiful birds in the Black Hills. They were resting oa 
one of the lower limbs of a dead pine, whence they took short flights every few minutes. 

VEEEONID^. 

19. Lanivieeo solitaeius var. plumeeus, Goues. 

Lead-colored Yireo. 

This species was observed iu considerable numbers near Harney's Peak. They are active, in- 
dustrious little birds, all that I saw being busily engaged in seeking for food among the topmost 
branches of the pines. They uttered constantly a peevish, whining note, somewhat like that of the 
black- capped titmouse. 

20. ViREOSYLVA g:lvus var. swainsoni, Baird. 

Western Warbling Yireo, 

A single specimen was taken, August 15, near Bear Butte. 



J by Google 



88 

AMPELID^. 

21. Atvipelis oedrobum, 8clat. 

Cedar Bird; Wax Wing. 

A few pairs of cei.lar birds were seen about Fort Lincoln. At that time, Jiine 17, tliey had not 
yet commenced to build. 

LANIID^. 

22. COLLURTO LUDOTtCIAMUS var. BXCUBIT OROIDES, Baird. 
Western Shrike; WAiterumped Shrike. 
The western shrike is one of the most common birds of the region traversed by the expedition. 
It was abundant near Fort Lincoln, and from there southwest, wherever we encoanfcered timber 
in any quantity we saw this species. Thus, it was abundant on Heart Eiver, on the Cannon Ball, 
and on the Little Missouri; also, on the Belle Fourche and all along the edge of the Black Hills. I 
saw none, however, among the dense woods of the niouiitaius. 

TANAGRUym. 

23. Pyeamga ludoviciana, Bonap. 
Louisiana Tanager. 

This beautiful tanager was abundant in the Black Hills. I saw the first specimen among the 
low pines near the Belle Fourche, and from that time until we left the Hills, hardly a day passed 
without my seeing several of these interesting birds. They were rather shy, and spent most of the 
time seeking for food in the topmost branches of the tallest pines. Occasionally I saw them nearer 
the ground, but in such cases the birds seemed restless and uneasy, flying from limb to limb and 
from tree to tree, thus makipg it quite difficult to secure them. 

In the early morning I frequently heard them utter a pleasant song, something like that of the 
scarlet tanager, {P. rubra.) Their brilliant Colors make them a conspicuous and beautiful object 
when seen amid the dark green foliage of the pines. 

I secured males in three stages of plumage. First, full-grown young of the year, which resem- 
ble the female in all respects. Second, young male, probably in the second year, the wings and tail 
brownish-black — much darker than the same parts in the female, yet not glossy like the full- 
plumaged male. In this specimen the ba.ck is brownish-black, the yellow of the breast brighter 
than in the female, and the throat and chin show faint traces of crimson. Third, fullplumaged- 
males, in the most brilliant of -which the crimson feathers of the head mingle with the yellow of 
the hind neck, and almost reach the black of the back. The breast is strongly tinged with red as 
far as the abdomen, which is pure, rich yellow. The upper and under tail-coverts have touches of 
crimson. Very young birds have a band of brownish-yellow across the breast, and are streaked 
somewhat like the young cedar bird {Ampelis cedrorum) on the breast and sides. 

FEINGILLID^. 

24. Ohetsomitris tristis, Bon. 

Yellow Bird; Thistle Bird. 
I observed this little bird at Fort Lincoln, and again on the plains just after leaving the Black 
Hills. 

25. Pleoteophanes ornatus, Townsend. 

Ghesnut-collared Longspur; Black-shouldered Longspur. 
This interesting species is most abundant from Fort Lincoln to the Black Hills. In company 
with P. maccownii and Eremophila atpestris, it was breeding on the high desert plains over which 
we passed, and I found many nests in these localities. They breed early, and by July 10 the eggs 
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of the second laying are deposited. The nest is always placed on the ground at the foot of a small 
weed or a bunch of grass. It is formed externally of coarse grasses, and is generally lined with 
finer, though iu two instances I found a neatly woven lining of antelope hair. The eggs differ con- 
siderably in their markings, and somewhat in size. The largest of twelve before me measures .79 
by .60 inch, the smallest .75 by .55 inch. The ground-color is dull white, profusely, dotted and 
splashed with black, brown, and purple of varying shade and intensity. Generally the markings 
are most numerous at the larger end, forming a ring about that part, and sometimes entirely con- 
cealing the ground-color. One egg is marked with light-brown blotches, and has no black or purple 
marks ; another has no brown markings, and only a few black and purple dots. One or two closely 
resemble in their markings the eggs of P. gramineus. When startled from the nest, the female 
would fly off to a convenient perch beyond the reach of shot, and from that point would watch my 
proceedings. If I remained long by the nest, she would fly past me within fifteen or twenty yards, 
uttering a sharp chirp. The male sings sweetly on. the wing, much in the manner of P. macoownii 
and C. hieolor. 

The observations of Professor ^llen and Doctor Ooaes having settled the question of the iden- 
tity of this species with P. melanomia, Baird, (Birds N, Am., 1858^ p. 436,) anything more on that 
subject is perhaps superfluous. I may mention, however, that my observations during the past 
summer led me to the same conclusion which they arrived at. 

26. Pleotrophanes maccownii, Lawrence. 
Ckesnut-shouldered Longspur; Maccown'8 Bunting. 

1 first noticed this bird near Dog-Teeth Creek, about thirty-five miles southwest of Fort Lin- 
coln, It was rather abundant, though not so much so as the preceding species, which, in many of 
its habits, it greatly resembles. Like it, this bird frequents the high dry plains, where it breeds, 
and where it is by far the most melodious songster. It rises briskly from the ground, aft^r the 
manner of G. bieohr, until- it attains aheight of 20 or 30 feet, and then, with outstretched wings 
and expanded tail, glides slowly to the earth, all the time singing with the utmost vigor. The male 
and female manifest an unusual degree of attaohment for one another. "While watching them when 
feeding in the early morning, for they were very unsuspicious and would allow me to approach 
within a few yards of them, 1 noticed that they kept close to one another, generally walking side by 
side. If one ran a few steps from the other to secure an insect or a seed, it returned to the side of 
its mate almost immediately, 

On one occasion, a pair were startled from the ground while thus occupied, and I shot the 
female. As she fell, the male, which was a few feet in advance, turned about, and flew to the spot 
where she lay, and, alighting, called to her in emphatic tones, evidently urging her to follow him. 
He remained by her side until I shot him. 

I did not see these birds hop at all. Their mode of progression was a walk, rather hurried, and 
not nearly so dignified as that of the cow-bunting, (M. peeoris.) The nest of this species resembles, 
both in position and construction, that of P. omatiis, but the eggs are quite different, those of 
P. maccownii being larger and much rounder than those of the preceding species. Thus an aver- 
age egg of the former measures ,80 by -65 inch, while the largest of twelve eggs of the latter 
measures but ,79 by .60 inch. The color is a livid white, irregularly blotched and dotted with 
brown and black. G'here are many faint, dark markings on the eggs, which look as though tbey 
had been overlaid with white, and only just show through. A breeding female, taken July 5, has 
the chesnut shoulders, but the color is not so bright nor so well defined as in the male. 

27. POOC-aCTBS GEAMINETJS.var. CONPIHIS, Pai*-^. 
Grass Finch; Bay-winged Bunting. 
This species was common everywhere on the plains. It seems especially to delight in the bar- 
ren deserts, where nothing grows except cactus and sage-bush, and it was most abundant in these 
localities. 1 found many nests with iiresh eggs in July- The manner of nesting does not differ 
materially from that of the two preceding species, though this bird seems to prefer the aide of a 
bluff, rather than the level prairie, for the location of its nest. 

12 BH 
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28. (JOTTJENICULUS PASSISEINUS var. PEEPALLIDUS, EidgivaiJ. 

Western Yellow-ivinged farrow. 

I secured a single bird of this species near Dog-Teeth Buttes, and several others in a little 
creek-bottom iiearEesir Butte. Tliey were not easy to fiad, aud kept among the tiigh grass, ruu- 
ning quite swiftly. 

29. Chohdbstbs geammaca, Sonap. 

Lark Finch. 

The lark linch is oueof tlie most common as well as one of the most interesting birds observed 
about Fort Lincoln. It may be seen all day loDg either singing most sweetly in the dead tops of 
tlie scrub-oaks in the small ra^'ines, or hopping about the prairie iti search of food. It often visits 
the corrals, where, in company with the doves, (Z. earolinensis,) it picks up insects, grain, and seeds. 
When alarmed or uneasy at the presence of man, it throws hack its head, erects its crest, and hops 
about, jerking its tail and chirping coraplainingly. This species seems quite tenacious of life ; sev; 
eral that, upon examination, proved to have been shot through and through, flew sixty yards or 
more before falling.^ After leaving Fort Lincoln, I did not see this species again until we reached 
Short-Pine Buttes, near the Little Missouri. From this point on we found them abundant about 
wooded buttes. 

30. JuNCO HYEMALis var. AiKENi, Midgway. 

White-vdnged 8nowMrd. 

I found this species very numerous in the Black Hills near Harney's Peak. They had bred in 
the vicinity, and I saw many broods of young, hardly fledged, on th e 1st of August. On one occa- 
sion! came upon a family, the young of which had but just left the nest. They could fly but a short 
distance, and were, of course, still under the care of their parents. On being approached, they flew 
a few yards and then concealed themselves behind logs, stubs, and stones, while the female, alight- 
ing on a branch near my head, uttered a quick, rolling cry, something like the sound that would be 
made by striking two large stones together in quick succession, but the notes duller and more pro- 
longed, I think that this is the most common bird in the more elevated portions of the Black 
Hills. 

Young birds, though everywhere profusely streaked, show faint traces of white on their wing- 
coverts, 

31. Spizella socialis var. AEizONiE, Cones. 

Western Chippy. 

I saw a few of these birds in the Black Hills, but tbey were nowhere abundant. In habits 
they closely resemble the eastern variety. 

32. SpizellA pallida, Bonap. 

Clay-colored Sparrow. 

This species is abundant in the Black Hills. It seems to delight in the open woodlands, where 
it feeds in company with Junco kyemalis var. aikent, and the preceding species. I saw the old birds 
feeding full-grown young, August ], and have no doubt that they breed in numbers. It spends 
much of its time on the ground, and is very unsuspicious. 

-33. Calamospiza bicoloe, Bonap. 

Lark Bunting; Wkite-ioinged Blackbird. 

A few individuals of this interesting species were noticed before reaching the Missouri Eiver, 
a.nd it becomes very numerous soon after leaving that stream, and eontinues to be found in large 
numbers until we reach the Elack Hills. It seems to prefer broken country to the level prairie, and 
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was most abundant near low buttes, on tbe borders of streams, and along ravines and eouUs, They 
are sociable, little birds, and were generally seen in small companies, several pairs breeding within 
a short distance of each other. The males, conspicuous by their colors, are sprightly and powerful 
songsters, and it is by no means unuanal to see several individuals in the air at the same time, each 
striving to outdo the others in the length and beauty of his lay. When uttering his song, the male 
springs from the gronnd, and mounts 30 or 40 feet into the air, with rapid beats of the wings, sing- 
ing all the time most melodionsly, and then, with ontspread wings, glides slowly toward the earth, 
uttering the last note of bis song jnst as ho reacbes the ground. The song is sweet and ringing, 
and somewhat resembles the notes of the Bob-o-lint, {i>. oryzivorus,) with a few trills of the canary 
interspersed through it. Tbe female maiiitfesfcs a greater attachment for her nest and eggs than 
any other small bird that I have met with in the West. On being startled from the nest, she flies 
but a short distance, and is uneasy and complaining while it is being examined, and as soon as the 
intruder has retired a few steps, she returns to investigate the extent of her loss. I found this 
species sitting on fresh eggs July 9 and 10, no doubt a second brood ; and in every nest that I found 
there was a cow-bunting's egg. The nest is placed on the gronnd, generally on the side of a low 
bluff, though in one instance I found oue in the midst of a little valley, and is built with great care. 
The only one that I saw in a position where it might have been inundated in case of a heavy rain, 
was raised an inch and a half from the ground on a frame-work of coarse weeds, each one as thick 
as a lead-pencil. Externally the nest is composed of coarse grass and weeds, and has a lining of 
softer grass and a few fine roots. It is placed at the foot of a olump of weeds or sago-brush, and 
is well concealed. The eggs, which vary slightly in color and much in size, are tbur in number, and 
are .pale-blue, sometimes with a few scattered spots of golden brown at tbe larger end. One nest, 
containing four eggs, had three tlius spotted and one uniform in color; another contained three, 
none of which were spotted. I saw a few of these birds in the broader valleys and parks in the Black 
Hills. They were generally seen among the low bushes along the borders of streams, but were by 
no means common ia such localities. 

34. CYANOSPIZA AMOiNA, Baird. 

Lazuli Finch. 

This beautiful flncli was very abundant about Fort Lincoln, where it was breeding in all the 
little wooded ravines. They had probably already raised one brood, (June 35,} for I saw the gor- 
geous little male aiMiently pursuing his quater-colored mate, and this not only once but in many 
instances. They a-re no doubt as pugnacious as their eastern relatives. At all events, only one 
pair were to be seen in each of the little patches of timber which they particularly affect. The 
male all through the morning sits perched on the top-most limb of some dead tree, and at short 
intervals utters a screaming little song, juuch resembling that of G. ciris. 

35. PiPILO MACULATUS Var, AECTIOUS, Swmns. 

Arctic TowJiee. 

This bird, which in many respects so closely resembles the eastern species, was very abundant 
about Fort Lincoln ; and from that point west to the Black Hills was seen en every wooded butte. 
It was breeding about Fort Lincoln, but I was not so fortunate as to And any nests. The cry of 
this species, when alarmed, closely resembles that of the cat-bird in similar circumstances. The 
song is a mere monotonous trill, scarcely deserving the name. 

ALAUDIDyB. 

3G. Eremopiiila alpestrts var. leucol^ma, Cones. 

Shore Larli; Horned Larlc. 

This bird, one of the most characteristic of the species inhabiting the high dry plains of 
Dakota, was found in the greatest abundance all the way from Fort Lincoln to the Black Hills. 
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Early in July I found their nests with well-advaueed eggs, and on the return niarcli the prairies, 
which had been burned since we passed over them before, were fairly alive witli flocks of old and 
young birds. When alarmed, they would crouch for an instant, and then, springing from the 
ground, would move off with an ea^y gliding flight, uttering at the same time a clear, mellow 
whistle. 

ICTEEIDJi;. 

37. MOLOTHETTS PECOEIS, Swalmon. 

Cow Bunting; Buffah-Mrd. 
This species was abundant everywhere on the trip. A large number of them would often 
accompany the column for the greater part of the day, alighting almost under the horses' hoofs, and 
displaying the utmost indifference as to the presence of man. I found the eggs of this species only 
in the nests of C. Mcolor. 

38. Agelaius phceniCbus, Bonap. 

Eed-winged Blachhird. 
Abundant along the Missouri Eiver, and a few observed on the Little Missouri. 

39. XANTHO0EPHAI.US ICTEEOCEPHALUS, Baird. 
Yellow-headed Blackbird. 
I noticed a single male of this species in Prospect Valley, and on our return march saw a few 
young birds near the Little Missouri. 

40. Stubnella magna. Swains. 
Meadow LarK 
This species was observed near the Missouri River, but was not seen after leaving that stream. 
41. StUEHBLLA magna var. BEGLECTA, Aud. 
Western Meadow-larlc. 
This bird was very abundant not only on the plains, but also in some of the more extensive 
parks and Talleys of the Black Hiiis. Itsloud, sweet song was heard almost constantly throughout 
the day. 

42. Icterus bullockii, Bonap. 

BulloeVs Oriole. 
A single bird of this species was seen among the low pines near our first crossing of the Belle 
Fourche. 

43. SOOLECOPHAGUS CTANOCEPDALUS, Cab. 

Brewer's Blackbird, 
This species is very abundant aboat Fort Lincoln, breeding in the dense woods at the mouth 
of the Heart Eiver. It was also observed in considerable numbers along the edge of the Black 
Hills, and by the 1st of- August flocks of two or three hundred individuals were seen. I saw two 
of these birds, male and female, pursue a Buteo borealis var. calurus for several hundred yards, the 
hawk meanwhile making every effort to escape from his merciless tormentors. 

COEVID^. 
44. CoEVUS COEAS var. caentvoeus, Bartram. 
Eaven. 
Eavens were seen almost every day on the way to the Black Hills, but never more than one 
pair at a time, except on one or two occasions, when we saw a pair of old ones with their newly- 
fledged young. They had bred on many of the lofty buttea that we passed. They were also 
observed in the Black Hills. 
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45. COEVUS A.MERICANUS, Aud. 
Crow. 
Observed occasionally m small flocks on the Little Missouri. 

46. riGA OAUDATA var. HUDSONicA, Bonap. 
Magpie. 
The magpie is ratlier common all through the conntry traversed by the expedition. At the 
season when I flrat saw them, late in July and early in August, they were generally to be seen in 
companies of ten or a dozen, and were very noisy, hopping about through the trees , and screaming 
like a flock of excited jays. At other times they were more silent, and would walk up to within a 
few yards of me as I sat watching them, and apparently converse about me in low tones. They 
aarry the tail mucli elevated when on the ground. 

47. Perisoretjs canadensis var. oapitalis, Baird. 
Canada Jay; Cray Jap, 
Pour specimens of this species were observed on Elk Creek, August 12, the day before we left 
the Black Hills, They were evidently members of one family, and were quite shy. Three of them 
were secured, oue of which, being only wounded, made a vigorous resistance when caught. They 
were active and restless, flying about constantly among the tall pine trees, and moving uneasily 
through the branches; but without uttering any note. 

TYRRAKID^. 

48. Tyk-ANWUS oakolinensis, Baird. 
Kingbird. 
Very numerous along creeks and wooded ravines frotn the Missonri Eiver to the Black Hills. 
49. Tyrannus veeticalis, 8ay. 
Arkansas Flycatcher. 
A pair of these birds were observed at Short-Pine Buttes, on the Little Missouri, and the female 
was secured. From this point, to and through the Black Hills and all along the Little Missouri, 
they were quite a,buiidant, one or more pairs being seen on every wooded ravine. They were fear- 
less and noisy when their nest was approached, though rather shy under other circumstances. 

50. SAYOliKiS SAYUS, Baird. 



I first observed this species in the river-bottom of the Belle Fourehe, It was perched on a low 
bush, and in its actions reminded me much of S.fusous. Later in the trip I saw it on the Little 
Missouri, Itufc never more than a single specimen at a time. 

51. CoNTOPUS BORBALIS, Baird. 
Olive- sided Mycatolw. 
A female of this species was taken August 16 on the northeastern edge o£ the Black Hills, 
near Bear Butte, It was found in a dense pine forest. 

52. CoNTOPUS TiEENS var. kiohaedsonii, Baird. 
Western Wood Pewee. 
This was one of the most common flycatchers seen during the trip. I did not observe it until 
we had reached the Black Hills, and had penetrated some little distance into the heavy pine woods, 
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with which their sides are clothed. When it did appear, however, it was in sneh numbers- that it 
seemed that every tree had one or two occupants of this species, and the woods fairly resounded 
with their loud, harsh cries. In their habits tbey closely resemble the eastern variety, but differ 
considerably from it in. their note. Specimens of this bird, obtained late in July and early in 
August, were in fine plumage, while all the other birds taken at that time were moultiug and very 
ragged. 

ALCEDINIDiE. 

53. CeeyIzE alcyon, Boie. 

Kingfisher. 
Observed on the Little Missouri. 

CArEIMULGlD^. 

54. Choedeiles popetub var. heneyt, Cassiii. 

Western Ntght-Jiawk. 

This species ia abundant everywhere on the plains and in the brolien country bordering the 

Black Hills. They were very unsuspicious, and would permit a near approach. I saw a pair sit 

undisturbed ou the bare prairie while twri companies of cavalry passed by within three feet of them. 

OYPSELIDiE. 

55. (?) CHJiTUEA PELAGICA, Bmrd. 
Swift. . 
A Ghffitnra, probably this species, was observed in small numbers in the Blacli Hills. I was 
unable to secure specimens, as thoy were only seen twice, and on both occasions were flying high in 
the air. 

OUCULID^. 

56. COCCYGUS EEYTHROPHTHALMUS, Bonaj). 
BlachMlIed Cuckoo. 
This species was abundant about Fort Lincoln late in June, and was no doubt breeding in the 
wooded ravines near the river. The females were probably incubating, as none but males were 
taken. 

PICIDJ3. 

57. Pious pttbescens, Linn. 
Downy WoodpeeJter. 
A single specimen, probably of this speeieSjWas seen in the Blacli Hills, but unfortunately 1 
was unable to secure it. 

58. Melaneepes 'toeqtjatus, Bonap. 

Lewis's Woodpecker. 

This woodpecker was by no means common in the Black Hills, and I saw but few specimens 
while theroi They were quite shy, and I was not often able to approach within gunshot of them. 
Although my opportunities for observation were very limited, there seemed to me a striking dif- 
ference in habits between this species and the other members of the group. While at rest, these 
birds clung, supported by the tail, to an upright limb or stamp, never alighting on a horizontal 
branch in the usual manner. They seemed lazy and indifferent in their search for food, and only 
occasionally made short excursions from their perches to secure passing insects. Ou the wing, 
their easy, gliding movements and the dark-greenish hue of their dorsal aspect made them con- 
spicuous objects when flying over the clearings on the edge of which they were generally found. 
They were tough and muscular, and were hard to kill. 
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59. MeIjAheupes erytheocbhalijs, Swain. 
Bed-headed Woodpecker. 
All throngb. Dakota, wherever there was timber, I saw the red-headed woodpecker, and in 
the Black Hills it was especially abundant. IE seemed to me the most common species there, and 
its harsh cries resounded through the forest from morning till night. When the nest is approached, 
the parent birds give themselves little concern about the result. At first they woald give a few 
sharp cries, expressive of displeasure, and then, flying off into the woods, would not be seen again. 

60. OOLAPlEBS AUEATTJS, Swain. 
Golden- winged Woodpeclcer ; Mioher. 
This species was abundant on the Missouri Eiver as well as on Heart and Kuife Itivers, West 
of these streams it was not seen. 

61. COIAPTBS MBXICANUS, Swain. 
Red-shafted Woodpecker. 
I first saw this sppjiies among the scrub-oaks near our first crossing of the Belle Fourche. 
They were rather common all through the Black Hills. I could distinguish no difference between 
their habits and those of the preceding species. 

STEIGID^. 

62. Otus vulg^bjs var, ■wilsonianus, Less. 

Long -eared Owl. 
Common in the Black Hills. 

63. Orus bbachyotus, Steph. 
Short-eared owl. 
This owl was found iu considerable numbers on the Little Missouri and on the headwaters of 
Kuife and Heart Eivers. It was generally started from among the thick grass in the bottoms, and, 
after flying a short dist-ance, would alight and conceal itself again. 

64. Bubo vieginianus, Bonaa. 
Qreat-horned Oivl. 
Although none of these birds were Seen while in the Black Hills, they were said by the In- 
dians to be quite abundant there. I saw many dresses of the Sioux that were ornamented with 
their feathers. 

6f>. Kyctba soandiaoa var. aectica. Gray. 

Snowy Otvlj White Owl. 
I am informed that this species is very abundant about Fort Lincoln in winter. 
66. Spheotyto cunioulaeia var. hypogea, Bonap. 
Burrowing Owl, 
This species was abundant iu the prairie-dog towns through which we passed. 
FALCONIDiE. 
67. Falco lanaeius var. polyageus, Gassin. 
Lanner falcon. 
This fine hawk was abundant everywhere ou the plains, but was not seen la the Black Hills. 
Its Ijreeding-places were found on almost every high butte that we passed, but all that I saw con- 
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tained young generally about two-tliirds grown, late in July. lu no case did I see the least 
attempt at the construction of a nest, the young resting simply on the bare rock. In every in- 
stance when 1 approached the nest of this bird, I was attacked in the boldest way by the female. 
She, would generally fly back and forth over my head at a height of 50 or 60 feet, all the while utter- 
ing shrill screams of rage, and, from time to time, would dart almost vertically downward, passing 
within 2 or 3 feet of my face. This species is, indeed, unusually courageous. SeveraHimes I have 
seen them swoop down on their prey within 20 feet of a company of cavalry, and on one 
occasion the bird commenced to devour the animal that it had captured within thirty yards 
of the column. A shot fired at it by a soldier made it rise and fly a few yards without its prey, 
but it immediately returned, and, seizing it, moved off a short distance farther, where it finished its 
meal. The feathers of this hawk are used by the Indians to ornament their head-dresses. 

68. Palco communis var. anatum, Bonap. 

Peregrine Falcon; Duck-hawk. 

The peregrine falcon was not seen imtil late in August. At that time we were returning to 
Fort Lincoln, and were near the end of our journey. The prairies, the river-bottoms, and the 
streams swarmed with birds of various species, all moving southward, while, following and preying 
upon the various flocks, was this splendid falcon. The following extract from my note-book will 
give some idea of the power and daring of this bird: 

'^August 28. — About 6.30 a. m., while wo were halting for a short time on a little knoll, a most 
interesting and exciting chase came under my observation. The ground was wet from the rain that 
hadbut just ce^ed to fall, and the men were, most of them.-standing by their horses, instead of lying 
asleep on the ground, as is usnally the case when a halt is made. I was looking oat over the plain, 
when I observed two birds in rapid flight, approaching the hill where we were standing. They flew 
with astonishing velocity, and it was but a short time before they were quite near us. From the 
manner of their flight, I at first thought they were two falcons engaged in play, but a nearer view 
showed me that the foremost bird was much the smallest, and that it was making most strenuous 
efforts to escape from its pursuer by darting and twisting from one side to the other, up or down, or 
by straightforward flight. In one of its turnings it came quite close to the column, and, forgetting 
in its intense fear its natural shyness, it darted in among the men and horses. The larger bird, a 
peregrine falcon, as I could now see, hesitated not an instant, but dashed,after, following the objecc 
of its pursuit in every cut and twist that it made, now passing under the horses, now low over their 
backs or close to the men's heads. After, perhaps, a minute of rapid pursuit, the smaller bird by 
a quick double put a group of men and horses between itself and the falcon, and then darted swiftly 
along the ground to^where I was standing, an interested observer. Here, almost exhausted, it 
alighted on the saddle of a horse standing within arm's length of me, and I was able to distinguish 
that it was a passenger pigeon, (Ectopistes migratoria.) Meanwhile, the falcon, baffled for a mo. 
nient, had risen 30 feet in the air, and was hovering over the group, looking for his prey. Hardly 
ten seconds had elapsed since the pigeon alighted, when he saw his pursuer above him, and, terror- 
stricken by the sight, the luckless bird darted away again over the open prairie. The falcon 
followed, and the doubling and twisting recommenced before they had gone a quarter of a mile. 
The pigeon once tried to regain the shelter of the command, but his relentless pursuer cut him off 
and drove him toward the plain, and, in a few seconds, by a tremendous burst of speed, caught up 
to his victim, and, throwing out his powerful feet, seized him, and, without checking his flight, bore 
him off to a neighboring butte, there to devour him. It was a splendid sight, and I can compare it 
to nothing unless it be a scene of ancient falconry, the only difterenee being that the birds were so 
mu'ch more evenly matched than in the old-timo sports. It would, I think, be difficult to name a 
harder bird to cateh than the pigeon, and, perhaps, the only bird that can do it in a straight-away 
chase is the peregrine falcon. I should mention that the soldiers made efforts to frighten the hawk 
away by shouting and throwing their hats at it, but it paid no attention to their demonstrations, 
except once to stretch out its feet as if to grasp a hat that sailed close by it," 
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09. FALOO LITTIOFALCO var. COLUMBAEtUS, Linn. 
I'igeon-liawlc. 
A. few birds of tliis si>ecieR were seen on Heart Kiver. 

70, TiNNTTBOULUS SPABVBEIUS, Linn. 

Sparrow-JiawJc, 

Tbis beautiful aud graceful little Uawk was abuudaat tbrongbout the regiou traversed by tlie 

expedition. Wliere tbere is timber, it sooins to prefer to build its nest iu trees, but a cleft in the 

rock or a hole iu the side of a clay bluff will serve it, if uothing better is at haiul. Tliey raise two 

or three broods iu a season, for I took young, not yet fully fledged, August 30. 

71. ClECUS CYAKEUS var. HUDSONIUS, Linn. 

Marsh-hawh 

This species is (juite numerous ou the plains. Its nests were soeu several times, alt contaiuiug 
well-grown young. 

72. BuTEO SWAIKSONI, Jionap. 

Bwainson^s Sawlc. 

This hawk was only seen occasionally during the trip. A nest was found Jaly ^>, containing 
three unspotted eggs, a little larger than a hen's egg. The nest was in a small cotton wood-tree, 
about 12 fcot from the grotind, and was carelessly built of sticks aud coarse weeds. One of these 
birds was seen on the ground. It was eatchiag grasshoppers, and displayed considerable activity, 
running along qnite nimbly. 

73. BiTTEo BOEEALIS var. KRIDBBI, Hoopes. 

White-bellied Bed-tail. 
Two birds of this variety were observed near the headwaters of Knife Eiver. 

74. BuTEO BOEEALis var. CALURUS, Gnssin. 

Western Red-tail. 
Tliis was the most common hawk seen on the trip. It is equally abundant on the plains and 
iu the Black Hills, breeding sometimes in trees, and, when these are wanting, iu the clefts aud 
hollows of the sandstone buttes that occur at short intervals everywhere on the plains of Dakota. 
I imagine that they breed rather late iu this section, for I found a nest with a newly-hatched young 
one and an oggjust chipped, July ?>. 

75. Aechibuteo ferrugikeus, -7v(c/i/. 

Ferruginous hawk. 

This handsome bird is abundant on the plains, and its nests were frequently found ou the 
buttes which we passed. We were too late to secure eggs, and early in July found the young birds 
two-thirds grown. 

70. Aquila CHEYSAEtos var. canademsis, LiiiH. 

Golden eagle; War eagle. 
A single individual of this species was killed by a Eee scout at Short Pine Buttes. This bird 
is said to occur al! through the coantry between the Missouri liiver and the lioeky Mountains, 
though it is nowhere common. 16 is highly prized by the Indians, who use the tail-feathers to 
adorn their wai' head-dresses. So luncli is this the case that two of these birds are worth a horse, 
*. e., $40 to $G0, among the Sioux. 
13 Bn 
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77. IlALIiETUS LEUCOCEPIIALUS, Limi. 

Wkite-keaded Eagle. 

I saw iiooc of these birds myself, but am informed that they are by no means uncommon about 
Fort Lincoln, and that tbey breed in considerable rnmbers on Mouse Biver, about ninety miles 
nortli of tliat post. 

CATHAETID^. 

78. Ehinogryphus aura, lAnn. 

Turhe^-huzzarS. 
Very abundant on tlie plains. 

OOLUMBIDiE. 
70. ECTOPXSTES MIGIIATORIA, Swllins. 
Passenger Pigeon. 
A single bird of tliis species was seen near the head of Heart Biver. They arc said to occur 
occasionally on tJie MiMSonri, near Fort Lincoln. 

80. Zenaiduea cabolinensis, Bonfip. 

Common Dove; T-artle Pove. 

'Tbis species was abundant about Fort Lincoln, and on the plains, and their nests were fre- 
quently found. My attention was generally drawn to them by the bustle and hurry of the female 
as she darteil away almost from beneath my horse's feet, for they sat very close. The nest was 
always on the ground, at the foot of a bunch of weeds, and was of the simplest possible character. 
A fevF blades of dried grass, just enough to keep the eggs off the ground, was all that was employed 
in its constmction, and there was no depre^ion in the nest — nothing to keep the eggs from rolling 
out, had they been subjected to a slight push. 

TRTEAONIDiR. 

SL Canagb obsoueus. Say. 

Duslty Grouse. 

A single bird of this species was seen among the dense pine forests of the higher portions of 
the Black ITills- 

82. Oentroceecus urophasianus, Bonap. 

Sage Grouse. 
Two or three families of these birds were seen on the Little Missouri, and several were taken. 
The young birds were only two or three weeks old when I saw them, July 17, but could fly well 
even at this age, 

83. Pei>I(1':cetbs piiasianbllus var. columbianuh, Baird. 
Sharp-tailed Grouse. 

This species was found in all the river-bottonis that we crossed, and it was also abundant in 
the Black Ilills. In the latter locality it seems to prefer the steep hill-sides that have been burned 
over, and are now overgrown with quaking-aspen brush. No nests were observed, but several 
broods of young were seen early in July. When a brood was approached, the mother, after mani- 
festing her uneasiness by clucking and opening and closing her wings, would utter a short, sharp 
cry, and immediately all the young, would rise, and, flying a few yards in different directions, would 
re-alight, concealing themselves so closely in the long grass that it was impossible to ^flnd them. 
On one occasion, late in August, I came on a mother with a brood of well-grown young, and, as 
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usual, tlio family scattered aud bid iu the grass. The luotlior tlew, perhaps, two himdred yards. 
Being in no haste, I (leterniiued to wait aud seo them come togetlier again. Hardly five iniiintos 
after their dispersion, the old bird commenced to call, and one by one the young answered her until 
I could hear them calling ou all sides. The call-note was entirely new to me. It was a rough, 
gutteral croak, repeated two or three times, and bore a close resemblance to the cry of the ravcu. 
In order to satisfy myself beyond the possibility of a doubt as to the origin of the cry, the call of 
one of the young was followed up and the bird shot. The note in question answers very well to 
the descriptiou given of the call of the ptarmigaa, 

84. BoNASA TJMBELLUS var. UBIUBLI.OIDES, Douglax. 

Mountain Grouse; Western Ruffed Grouse. 

This grouse was abundant in the Black Hilis, aud in all its habits, so far as observed by me, 

reseuibles the eastern variety. Several broods were seen, about half grown, latein July, and iu every 

iustaueo the mother had recourse to the usual devices to entice the observer away from her young. 

CHAEADRIDJ3. 

85. iliGiALiTis vocrPBRUS, Cassin. 
Killdeer Plover. 
This si)ecies was abnndaut near Fort Lincoln, and was breeding in considerable numbers on 
the plains near the Heart Biver. In their efforts to draw me away from their nests, they emi)loyed 
the usual artifices, together with some that were new to me. They would ily close to me, screaming 
loudly, aud, having attracted my attention, would alight at a distance of thirty or forty yards, and, 
looking back to see if I was watching them, would run off through the grass, and, when they reached 
some little clump of weeds, would squat down and apparently settle themselves on a nest. If fol- 
lowed, they would wait until I had approached to within a short distance, aud then, running a few 
yards through the grass, woiild fly up again apparently iu great distress, and in a short time would 
repeat the maneuver. 

BECUEVIE0STRIDJ3. 

SG. E.ECUEVIEOSTRA AMEKICANA, Gill. 

Avocet. 
A few were observed about some alkaline pools near the Missouri River, 
PHALAIiOPODIDiE. 

87. LOBIPES HYPBEBOEEUS, Cuv. 

Northern phalarope, 
A single bird of this species was observed on a little slough near Sweetbriar Oreek. It was 
very gentle, and swam gracefully about more like a rail or a coot than like a duck. It was feeding 
on small insects, that it gathered from the reeds on the borders of the slough, 

SCOLOPACIDJi:. 

88, Teinga minutilla, Vieillot. 

Least Sandpiper. 
One specimen observed on tlie Little Missouri Eiver. 

89, TOTANTIS MELANOLEUCUS, Vieillot. 
Greater Yellow-legs; Tell-tale. 
A few of these birds were taken on the return march. They were found along the edges of the 
small streams near Heart Eiver, and were apparently migrating by twos and threes. 
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DO. TOTANUS SOLITARIua, Au^. 

Solitary Sandpiper. 

A few secu near the Little Missouri. 

91. ACTITUEUS BABTRAMIUS, Bonap. 

Upland plo'eer. 

This bird was found everywhere ou the plains iu the fifreatest abundance. ITewly -hatched birds 
were seen July 1, and for two weeks after that time nests with eggs were found almost every day. 
When the nest is approached, the female retreats but a short distance, and remains on the ground 
crying niourtifully. 

02, NUJIENIUS LOSGIIiOSTRIS, Wilson. 

Long -hilled Curlew. 

This species is numerous on the plains between the Missouri and the Little Missouri. On tlie 
first of July I saw young birds two-thirds grown and fully feathered. The quills of the wing, how- 
over, were soft, and the birds being unable to fly, the Indians caught many of them by running 
them down. With wings raised and half spread, the birds ran very fast, and could only be caught 
by the Indians when on horseback. I came on several places where I was confident that there 
were nests of this species, but I was unsuccessful in my attempts to discover them. From what I 
saw, I inferred that they bred in small companies, or at least several pairs near to one another. As 
soon as the first pair commence to cry, all the birds within hearing hasteu to the spot, until eighteen 
or twenty individuals are flying about overhead, all screaming dolefully. 

AEDEID-as. 

03. AUDKA HERODIAS, lAnnwus. 

Great Blue Heron. 

A few of these birds were seen on the head of Heart Elver and on the Swcetbrier. 

94. Aedea bgrbtta, Omel. 

White Heron. 

A bird of this species was observed on an alkaline lake, near Bismarck, Dakota. 

GEUID^. 

95. Grus CANADEHSIs, Temm. 

Sand-hill Crane. 

This species was occasionally seen on the plains, bat it was not until wo reached tlie Black 
Hills that it became at all abundant. There, however, it was numerous, breeding, the young being 
about two-thirds grown late in July. A nest, which contained one young one, was found about 
this time. It was in a tali pine tree. The female parent was not seen, but the male manifested 
much attachment for his young, and remained on the ground not far from the nest, croaking and 
displaying much anxiety. He was finally shot by General Guster. The young bird was brought 
into camp, and kept alive for two days, but died, probably from want of proper food. Although 
quite large, it could hardly stand, but it was very quick with its bill, driving off the dogs when they 
approached too near. 

Its head and neck were wholly covered with reddish-brown down ; its back well fealhored, and 
of a deeper rusty red. The primaries and secondaries were bluish-gray, as in the adult, and were 
broadly edged with ferruginous. Bill and feet, a dirty orange; iris, gray. 
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RALLTIJiE. 

90. JRai,lus tikginianus, Linn. 

Virginia Bail. 

Oue specimen seen amoug tiie reeds near the moutli of Ilearb Kiver. 

ANATID^. 

97. Bbkkicla canadensis, Boie. 

Canada Goose. 

This species was abnudaut on tlio small streams between tbe Missouri and the Little Missouri, 
and was in families of froiq ten to fourteen individuals. 

98. Anas boschas, Linn. 

Mallard. 

Very numerous in tlie s;irao localities and under tbe same conditions as B. canadeiisk. 

99. Dafela ACUTi, Jmyns. 

Ptn-tail. 

Humcrons on the Sweetbriar, late in August. 

100. OnAULIlLASMTJS STREPEEUS, Grai/. 

Gadwall. 

Seen in pairs on the alkaline lakes near Bismarck, Dak. 

101. Maebca ameeicana, Stephens. 

American Widgeon, 

Observed late in August on the headwaters of Heart Kiver and on the Sweetbriar. At this 
time they were still in families; some of the young being scarcely able to ily. 

102. QUEEQUEDULA OAKOLINENSIS, StepJu 

Green-winged Teal. 

Migrating in considerable numbers ou small streams near tbe head of Heart lliver late in 
August. 

103. QUEKQTJEDULA DISCOES, Steph. 

Blue-winged Teal. 
Same as last species. 

104. Spatula clypeata, Boic. 

Shoveller. 

Observed on alkaline lakes near Bismarck. 

105. Meegus mbrcansee, Wilson. 

Goosander. 

A female, with a brood about a week old, was seen on Castle Creek, in the Black Hills. 
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lOti. Mebgus sbrrator, Limi. 
Eed-breasied Merr/anser. 
One wpeeimeu was taken ou the Sweetbriar. 

107. Mbrgus cuculi^atus, Liim. 

Hooded Merganser, 
Two speciuieiis seen ou Heart Eivor. 

LAEID^. 

108. LaRUS DELAWARENSrS, Ord. 

Ring-MUed Gull. 
Owe specimen observed on the Little Missonri. 

OOLYMBIDiE. 
109. COLYiHBUS toeqt:atus, BrUimieh. 
Loon ; Great Nortliern Diver. 
Observed on alkaliuc lakes near Bismarck. 

PODIOIPlDiE. 
110. PODICEPS COliNUTUS, Latk 
Horned Grebe. 
Seen on alkaline lakes near Bismarck. 
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DESCRIPTIONS OF NEW FOSSILS. 



By E. r, Whitfield. 



Gemis OBOLUS. 
Obolus pbctenoides, n. ftp. 

Shell ratlier small, trausversely oval or very broadly ovate, the length and breadth being sub- 
equal ; apex of the larger valve very obtusely pointed ; cardinal margins sloping from the beak, 
and inclosing an angle of from 110° to 120^, somewhat straightened in the upper part, but gra^l- 
ually rounding into the lateral margins ; sides and base rather regularly rounded, the latter more 
broadly than the former. Dorsal valve proportionally shorter than the ventral, giving a more trans- 
versely oval outline to the valve, principally arising from the shortening of the beak. Exterior 
surface of the shell roughly lamelloae. 

The substance of the shell appears to bo composed of two distinct layers ; the outer imbri- 
catingly lamellose, the lamellte readily separating from each other, and also from the inner layer ; 
thus revealing not only the thickness of the outer layer, but exposing the surface of the inner 
la.yera to view. The inner layer is more nacreous than the outer, and the lamella! of which it is 
composed extends over the entire inner surface of the shell, and, as seen when exposed by the 
exfoliation of the outer layer, is marked by more or less distant, flattened, radiating costa, in the 
more coarsely marked individuals closely resembling those of a Pecten. 

The muscular imprints have not been fully determined, but many of the specimens show evi- 
dence of the deep-curved scars placed just within the cardinal margin, seen in other species of the 
genus, and resembling those in Tremerella, termed crescents 6y Messrs. Davidson and King. 

The species differs from any other described in the presence of the radiating costse of the inner 
layers of shell, and as they occur in a rather coarse quartz sandstone, which adheres firmly to the 
shell, they generally show this feature. The larger individuals are about three-eighths of an inch 
in transverse diameter, the longitudinal diameter of the ventral being somewhat greater, and that 
of tlie dorsal rather less. They are found associated with Obolella nana, M. and H., and also with 
a species of lAnguU^is, referred by those authors to X. primwformis, Owen, the shorter valves of 
which might readily be confounded with this species. The structure of the shell is, however, 
entirely different. A figure of a valve of this species is given for comparison. 

Formatuyn and locaUty. — Collected by Prof. K. n. Winchell from beds referred to the age of 
the Potsdam sandstone, on French Creek, in Dakota Territory. (Black Hills.) 

Genus TBEEBEATULA. 

TeEBBEATULA HELENA, n. Sp. 

Shell attaining a large size, elongate-oval or ovate in outline, the point of greatest width vary- 
ing from a little above to a little below the middle of the length. Valves ventricose, becoming 
somewhat gibbous in specimens of larger growth, especially the ventral, and also obscurely sub- 
angular along the middle of the npper portion. Ventral valve somewhat regularly arcuate longi- 
tudinally, the curvature being a little lees abrupt toward the front part of the shell and somewhat 
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flattened transversely; beak strong, moderately incurvecl, and obscurely subangular ou the lateral 
portion, where the shell is inflected to form the rather broad cardinal margin ; apex broadly trun- 
cated by the foramen, -which, although not entirely perfect in any of the examples seen, bears evi- 
dence of having been of large size. Dorsal valve less deep than the ventral, but more angular in 
the upper part when not exfoliated, becoming flattened in the middle anteriorly, and abruptly bent 
downward or sinuate at the sides, forming an elevated flattened fold toward the front of the shell, 
which occupies more than one-third of the entire width of the valve, beyond which the sides ab- 
raptly decline to the lateral margins. This feature, although quite marked in large specimens, is 
but slightly developed in those of medium size, and not at all perceptible in young shells. 

General surface of the shell smooth, or marked only by concentric lines of growth, which often 
become &ec[nent and rather strong toward the front of old shells. Minute shell-structure very 
finely and closely punctate, the puncta having a strong tendency to form lines, owing to the regu- 
larity of their arrangement. 

The species in its large size resembles T. Rarlam, Morton, from the cretaceous sands of Kew 
Jersey, but differs materially in the greater curvature of the ventral valve and in the general form 
of the shell, and also in the flattened, elevated mesial portion of the dorsal valve and corresponding 
prolongation of the ventral, while it shows no tendency to assume a trilobate character in front, so 
common in that species. 

Locality and formation. — The specimens are found common in the concretionary beds of tlic 
cretaceous, No. i of Meek and Hayden, associated with characteristic fossils of that formation. 
They were collected on the northeast side of the Black Hills, a few miles north of the Belle 
Fonrche. 
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EXPLANATION OF PLATES. 



OBOLUS PECTENOIDES.* 



Fig. 1. View of ;i partially exfoliated dorsal (?) valve, showing fine radii, and the crescentiform 

markiugs representing muscular imprints. 
Figs. 2, 3. Ventral (!) valve partially exfoliated, showiog a variation in the strength of the radii. 

LINGULEPIS PRIM^FORMIS (?). 

Fig. 4. View of a valve ( ventral?) associated with the above. Introduced for comparison. 

TEEEBEATULA HELENA. 

Figs. 5, 6. Dorsal and profile views of a small specimen. 

Fig. 7. Djrsal view of a larger specimen of almost symmetrically oval -form. 
Figs. 8-10. Dorsal profile and front views of an adult specimeHj stowing the characters of the 
species. 

' Tlie figures of this and the Dest speoiua are each enlarged to two diameters. 
14 B H 
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DRAWimaOP NEW FOSSILS FOU!iD OH ABEC0SB013SAHCE OF THE BLACK HILLS DF DAKOTA, 

JULY AM AITGUST 1671., 

To accoittpajiy a report frora Mt. George Eird Grinn^ll- 
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TABLES OF OBSERVATIONS FOR TIME AND LATITUDE. 



J)eterminaUon of the time hy observed equal altitudes of the sun's limh. 

TO COItBBCT inB CHHONOMBTBE AT NOON. 

n Prnapect Valley.— Djite, July 15, 1ST4.— Sestant; SpBrBOT, Browning & Co., 6536 dironometer, Arnoia & DbiiI, 1 3fii,— Observer, Lud- 
low.— Compntar, TVood. 
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Observation for time. 



Doable altitudes oliserTeiL Corroaponding tlmea. Latitude — L 

a ' " h m s - lime JilUtuae = A 

usno ain = L + 4+A 



H.— Chronometer, Bond i Sons, 208.— 
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Determination of (he latitude by observed double altitudes of Polaris ojfthe meridian. 

icer BrownlEE &. Co., «536.— Observer, Wood,— Date, JoK' 15, 1874.— Iiijei emir, -40", E: 
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Determination of the Mitude iy observed double altitudes oj Polaris off the meridian. 

Stalaon, Praapeot VbUbj.— Seitaiit,Spenctr, BrowniDg & Co., B53B,— Observer, Ladlow —Dale, July H, 1874.— Index error W E 
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Determination of latitude hy circum-meridia-n altitudes. 
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Deteniiinatioyi of lailtutle by circum-meridlun aUiiudei. 
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BeterminatMn of the time by observed egual altitudes of the sun's limb. 

TO CijRRBCT THE CH 



liigust 1, 1814. -Sostant, Spencer, Brow pine & Co., 6S36.~Clironometer, Arnold & Deut, 136i.— Obeoi 







Wood Computet, 


Vood, 






ble altitudes. 




, 


apsTl 


Eiiiiallno nf 
uiHilaltl 


S'-HS 










r.M. = (' 








a:." •»■ 




ft m a 


ft IIV. tr 




m 




m s 


116 DO 00 








M^ 


6al 












W5 


6.W 


41 le 45 


























































11 S 35 5 


2 11 sa 




41 


b 47 


41 IB 11 




11 ai S7 












117 00 00 


11 S3 3!l.2 


3 iO 40 5 




47 


B 40 


41 18 Tb 


41 18. 5S 







.A,|pasel8« = — !».■ 



« Equntiuu of ci|ual altiludee. 



u w 


Mia 


as 34 


S7.3 


^^ " f.ti 


13 08 


sa).ii 

01. 5S 


""■■I 


s :: !" 


" *' "il 


IB 47 


30.47 



la i^ 13.5 


1^ tl 


m.li 


IB 47 


•s 


ja 47 


ss 


laiii 


!a 00 wiK 



s s s.i; 


» ? iJI 


Ib Vi 01:55 


41 17. M 

la 47 13. M 

B. IB 


■3 S S;S 



Hosted by 



Google 



112 



Determination of latitude by circum-meridian altitudes. 
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Observation for time. 
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Observation for time. 

linn, Permaiwnt CHinp.-Sflitant, Spencer, Brownitig & Co., fi536.--OI>aeiTer, WtKia. Date, Anfiust a, IBT+.—Chronoinetci-, Bond & Son. 
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Determination of the latitude hy observed double altitudes of Polaris off the meridian. 
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Determination of the time iy observed equal altitudes of the smh's limb. 



Liaueiif Camp.-Date, Ausust 3, la 



UK CIIR0NOMET151t AT NOON. 
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Determinatioii of latitude hp circum-meridian altitudes. 
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Determination of tlie latitude by observed double altitudes of Polaris off tlie ineridian. 

Statiou, Pernmnont Camp.— Sestnnt, Speneer, Browning & Co., essfi Obeorver, "Wooil.— Eato, Aiifinat 3, 181*.— Inflex error, (-55", I 
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Determination of latitude bi/ dreum-meridian altitudes. 
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Determination of the latitude hy observed double altitudes of Polaris off the meridian. 

— Dato, Ai^gnst 14,1874.— Index orror, (-30", Es, +40"= 



rved donble ultitndca. CorceBpondlng timea. 



M.— UompHter, Wood. 
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Observation for time. 
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Observation for time. 



BtBtion. Bear Batte. Scita 


t, Spencer, Brow 
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18 36 39:1 
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o6 Olijc 
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Determination of latitude by circum-meridian altitudes. 
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Determination of the latitude by observed double altitudes o/Folaris off the meridkm. 

station Boar Eutle.— Seitaof, Siiencer, rnrownins & Co., CSae.—Obsorver, "Wood.— Date, Aueast 15, 1974.— iDdox error, f—W.T. 
+ 10".-Sbronom6ler, Bond 6i Sons, SOS.— Computer,^Vood. 

Obsorrad double altitedeii. CorreapoDdiog times. 

= ' " k. m. e. log COS p =».49a69« log sin ji 9:99Ti 

7 55 ao 18 40 34.5 log A =3.fl910B15 log i 3.fl91( 

SB 30 43 is! 5 =1526". 78 __^ — __ 

S7 10 43 lii.O Isttorm ~ W ao".7a loga i.'^^'. 

57 as 43 50.0 Alt. = A =43057' j3" logtangA 9.984i 



Latitude =Moa4' 04". (i 



log 5d term l.T. 
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Observation for time. 

Statjon, near Little Miseonri.— Sextant Spencer Browning & Co.. BJSB Obaorvor, Wood.— Data, A 

Soa— Compntcr Wood.— O^ectobservoa, Altalr.—Indes error, —» 

Double allitndea observed. f orresponding tJmes ' ' " 

o ' " \ m s r,atitiide = I. — 46 ST W 

88 50 00 18 ao 54 D N. polar (llat. = a = 81 27 40 

30 17 Time altitude = A = 44 34 04 
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Observation for time. 
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Determination of latitude hy circum-meridian altitudes. 

Little MisMoiitt.— Seitant, SrenceT, Drowning &. Co., 11536 — ObBOrver, Ludlow.— Date, August 33, 1874,— lud 
+ 40" =) + 15.— Objeot observed, >i Serpontis.— Chronometer. Bond & Sons, SOS.— Computer, Wood. 



Timea of 












fir- 






Traemer.alt'B 




Mer.dlst. 




«_^_i. 












iir„"!i 




= * 


in arc = a; 


i:.v 


ti- 


recte^ for 
indeiertor. 


tudBB = a 






, „ 














„ 






























7 16 






1 58 


13 


™ 




J5 3 


37 1 


27 




5 44 


76.7 




1 5^ 


N 


m 




^ ^ 


37 


"7 




















































































































51 




^ 




^ 


J7 47 




36 5 


"7 








■a. 










































1 1 






21 


37 j" 


db 5S 


36 5- 


27 






IBOOMio 


1 M 




1 


3 




W 




^ *I 


36 S 






V^i 




i 


1 




W 




J6 50 


37 


«7 




































































Msl'o 








I i 


{: 








36 5J 


























19 06 15.0 


7 3J 


111.9 




1 40 


a li 


'" 


40 36 IS 




40 36 53 


s 


46 27 13.6 





















Kefraotion', 
rarallai. 



Hosted by 



Google 



J by Google 



